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THE PROJECTOR. N- 34.

¢ Stultorum plena sunt omnia.” CICERO.
¥ Y A— B
. dugz!tsl 1804.
I a small dub of Projectors | to which F Have
the honour to belong, .md whuhassunincs at
a.ccrtam llouse admlrably a.daptql for m(. arteof
Pr o}cctm in Gr cat, Russel-stsects ls]oomsbur\ ,
a very extmordmary Jpiece of news was w his-
p(.n‘ed & few daye ago, nam?ly, thai a learned
and ingenious member of oar Society had fs)eeu
for some time ompIO) cd on a work entitied, or
to be‘entitled, < The «Histor: y dIl(l Lliograply
of Foors.” Iknow not why it w as, but cer-
tainfy this mtclhgt_nce spread an, anusual des
gree of constemam)n among us; «and some of
our aumber, who "had offen boasted of* thein
intimacy with the,. learned Author of «¢lfe
VOL. II. B
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intended work, séemed now to wish they had .
never »seen his face, or rather, that he dad
ntvgr seén theirs. Oné Gentleman in parti-
cular, a very rigid contender for the return of
*nods, hags, and other :nodes of salutation, and
:who had just complained that this uncommon
Historian had affected not to know him when
.th.ey et .at\Sir '5 oseph’sfa day or two ago, now
hoped that Ke had really forgot him.

To what species of consciousness these alarms
may be referred, T shall not now examine : I
endeavoured to divert them, however, by
making farther inquiricsiinto the nature of a
work with\such an extraerdinary title, and by
Zolltcting the opinions not only of my brethren
;51‘0 were .pre.senl\' , but of ogher friends to whom
i ilhl)a}'tcd vhe iutelligence. But 1 anf sorry to
say that all Leknow af, present rests on no bet-
ter foundation than that.of c.onjecture: the en-
trprising Author ehooses to ast on the reserve ;
and 1 know of no right we have to expect him
to disclose particulars which he may not have
definitely arranged, and jvhich perhaps will be
known soon ‘enough when he is pleased to an-
nounce the appearaiteg of his. work, with the
solemn preface of ¢ This.day-is published.”

. Inthis uncertainty',"all'l can surmise is, that
,the Gentleman, who 'has'.undertakex} ¢ The,
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_History und Biogrdphy ot F oo]s, is Probably a
person very far ¢ ddvanced in gears ; suclra work,
although confined t6 the most reasdnablg com-
pass, requiring the labbur of the longes? life.
It may also be conjectured, that h,\s under-
taking is of that vast and important kind whu,ln
does not cvery day issue from the presss, and
Wlnch, if well execuu,d willincline us toawish |
for his sake, that it had bees pub‘hsucd in times
more favourable to the inyterests of “literature,
‘with respect to the articles of paper and priut-
g, not to speak of eugixavmg, if it should he
illustrated by portsaits of the jnost cminent
fool.s, which «1 shrewdly %uspect will be the
“case. «But be tlus as it may; it is "the *opinion
of some of our club that such aavork cunnot be
,the laBour of one man, but that the Gcnt]’emdn
in quLstlon mudx acts,as Iliter, ﬂfter having’
secured the assistance of* a number” of learned
Joen, Swho arc ot onl y men‘of great read'mg,' but
have very extensive acquaintance. Others think
that it will not _appear at one time, bat peuodl-
cally, folio” volumes, of abbut,a thousand
pages each, to he,published monthly, by which
meéans the whale nngl\.t probably be compleged
m less than a dozep years, and, if the chrono- .
loglCdl order be presu’vtd the Author or Au-
thors might in this. why be able to includa ¢ con-
B 2
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temporary information suited to the nature of
the work, whether. derived from a centinental
revolytion, or a Brentford election, if two such
pieces of folly should kappen to be repcated
within the time of publication.
But these conjectures, which are vague and
wholesale, depend altogether on the contents
.. #8.this work,~ and upon thls subject T have not
found any" two opinions which agree. One
thinks that it is intended us a species of Uni-
versal History ; while another, considering the
shortness of human life and labour, and how
necessary it is for the longest livers and the
most industrious men to cenfine‘themselves to
one object, is of opinion that the Author means
to restrict his inquiries to his own country ; and
indeéd a gentleman, “who pretends to bé in the.
“secret, ipsists <ha+ this is. tb.e.fact, but that in
consequence of recent events, he may devote
an ‘appendix of teh or twenty volumes; ac-
cording to the encouragement he meets with,
to the kingdom of Ireland. It has likewise becn
supposed that the work is #ntirely political,'and
will embrace, besides a very correct detail of
wars, an account of those treaties of perpetual
peace and amity which ‘o.ccu’r soroften in history ;
brt thas I think imprébable, because the par-
t'eg eancerned in those eveénts do not so properly
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come under the class of bejn.gs qﬁieﬂy Jngended
by'the Author, but l:elong fo another, whlch

as far as T can leatn, is net "to0 be the object “of
his immediate researchés.

I ought not to conceal that some are of 'opl,-
nion the work will be made to have arr urres
ligious tendency ; but this, from whag I, know
of the Author, I may wcnturc to ru’fu.te, that is,
i the sense intended.  The' onlg reason indeéd
for the supposition "that he meant to méddle
with religious controversy, and to exalt modern
philosophy, was his heing seen examining the
prints of an eminenf’wllcctor, for good heads
aof Chubb, Coflins, Tindal, Bolmo'l;roke, Vol-
taire, Flume, &c. But it és evident ‘that a
work lil\(, his coull npt bavc heen complete
"w1thout some account of thesb. “and of their
disciples.  The Lives of such mett w il certainly
be mtereatmo' and -the learned Author may
bave access to Good materials in various works
already pubhshul Their deaths, however, are
somcwhat veiled in gbscurity, and a’mau very
anxious ahout them i% like one who‘seeks light
in the dark ages.

But 1 shall decljne any farthermotice of these
supposes and surmisds. .., Sm(c the Author has
not theught proper to_ reveal his plan, T know
not why we shouldsinduce the publick to e:IRec!
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what he never meai]t', to give. I shall, there-
fore, as’ a Brother ‘Projcctor, throw dut a few
hints«bout what stich a work, if undertaken
by nyself, would probably contain; but I so-
lemnly warn and caution my readers against
supposing that 1 am writing the puff preliminary
for another’s work, and particularly against ex-
peeting that any nart of my reveries will be part
of the author’s plan to whom I allude. If, how-
ever,' the learned Gentleman should incorporate
any part of my notions, I shall cstcem: it no
small honour to have contributed to so great a
desideratum 1n our hiographical history.

The <« History and Biography of Fools” is
certa‘m]y an undertaking which, to ansiver its
title, must be very volupinous. It will be im«
possivble. to ekeclude many of the heroes who
‘have figured int political history; and, indeed,
the mass of a neighborring nation come so
exactly under one of the classes of this work,
that E know not what excuse can be made for
omitting t‘hcm? unless the failure of paper-mills
and printirg-presses. But even if we do ex-
clude political history, and confine ourselves to
demestic bidgraphy, “tke exteit of the work
must be very great. In‘the single article of
¢epersons of fushion,”t,there is scope for intto-
¢ucing the domestic history-of some of the most
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- consideraBle families in the l.ungd'om and the
writer, whoever he be, wilk not he perplexed
with those endlcss, or rather begitiningglcs
genealogies which have. perpfexed former bio-
graphers. Marri lages how are conducted w1th
so much more respectto quantity than to quallty,
that 1h a ceutury hence few men of fdshxon wnll
be very, anxious to know ‘who wcre.thelr g‘mnd
mothers.

Another very copious article may be derived
from the gaming-table, and its collateral
branches, the turf and t.hc lottery. Some of
the most eminent {adls in our time have owed
their sole distifiction® to their cagerness in these
pursuitd, and the number ,ot vicissitudds to
which they areexposed ywill rcnder-tllmr € lecs
wery mterestmg, while their deaghs mqy be-il-
lustrated by the djplomas of Kinacy s0 fr equent-
Iy and so good-naturédly ‘conferred upon them
by the College of Coroners. *Great care, mdeed,
must be taken in this department, not e con-
found this species with another, to whicis tlkv
are often closely allled I mean the 7QQIIS. And
here. I must once for all observe, that the dis-
tinction between r.oguecar;d fool #s*in denger.of
bging totally lost. « 'The mutual* approaches of
theé two characters havc been of late years so
rapid and congental, that it is not posstbié to
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discriminate between them with any’ tolerable
accuracy. Whether this;may be accounted for
by the doctrine of attraction, or by any of the
chemical affinities, 1 shall not inquire: it is
highly probable, however, that there are cer-
tain occult qualities in them which incline to a
Junctlon ; hut whether this be the effect of n-
ate plopenslty, or of external lmpulse, must
depend upun u higher knowledge than I can pre-
tend to have of the nature and properties of the
precious metals by which they are ch'efly in-
fluenced. To enter into a chemical solution of
such questiops would petplex myself without
proving very edifying to iny readers. All we
certainly know is,, that the proportions of rogue
and fool are se nicely adjusted in some men, and
so intimately mixcd; and confounded, as to ren-
der it almost inapossible to say which is the pre-
dominant quality, or'in ,what class we ought
to place the object. Doubtless, when such
characters come in the way of the learned Gen-
tleman whose great undertaking has given rise
to this paper, he will attempt to analyze them
in such a manner as to preserve distinctness of
classification in his wosk.. This will certainly
be difficult, bat in proportion to the difficulty
will be the praise due to the progress he makes.
For.my own part, referring to the particular
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¢lass with which I' begap thls paragraph I

must say, I never yet] behe]da. gamester -without
being extremely punlcd to* knaw whether he
was most rogue or fool.»

Leaving this distinction to be attempted by
a superior hand, I may farther intimate that, in
the progress of such a work as we agre now con-
sidering, many questions ‘of a general ) nature wi
arise, which, if mixedwith thé biggraphical part,
may pass with less’observation than they de-
serve, er may be, for want of room, and to pre-
vent interruptions, noticed very slightly. These
therefore, Ipwoul(,l i)'rop(:se Z t!ft,'owyinto th;
form of ¢ Prelfnziniary leacrtatwns, or ‘¢ Pro-
legomeha.”  In this w ay,,thc ¢ Origin “of
Folly Joay be uwcstlgated with u true anti-
-quarlan spirit, and a very able disser tatlon may
be prefixed, on the age-of fools. ]n nothmg'
are we more perpluted "than this. © We hear
auch’ of young fools and of old fools, but the
exact boundaries of these have never been-cle.ar-
ly ascertained. | If it be true that there is ““no
fool like an old foo] the speciis must be dis-
tmcf., and merits a very p.nm.ular dcscnptlon
Much information op this head wdy be gleaned
from marnage reglbters, surveyors' bills, and -
ndt alittle from the company which frcquont
the boax-lobbies ofsour theatres. Men who', at’
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the age of seventy or upwards, take to the
amusements of matrimony, law-suits; or build-
ing, pr who are the first in 2very public plea-
surethat presents itself, may contribute no small
degree qf information.

Angpther subject proper for a scparate disser-
tation would be the ¢ Education of Fools.”
~They are usnally said to be taught by Expe-
rience ; but as far as my obscrvation goes, their
schoolmaster either. neglects his duty, or they
have acquired such a degree of contempt for him
that they pay no regard to his instructions.
The number,. therefofc, ettucated in this school
will not, [am afraid, be so-great as to diminish
the size of the work intended. I have Been as-
sured by a very cminent broker, that the busi-
ness of the Stock Eéchange has been more than
tripled since it became the \fashion to pay no
respect to Experience; and he commissions me
to add, that he will be very happy to assist the
Author of the ¢ History and Biography of
Fools” by submitting to his inspection sundry
curious MSS. in his possession, in the shape of
memorandum-books. I take this opportunity,
therefore, of announcing this assistance, be-
cause on a shght inspectien, of some of my
friend’s'MSS. I am convinced that the learned
Autho: above-mentioned will find them a most
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prolific source of inf(')rmatiqn'. My friend can
also’accommodate him'with a* few portraits for
the 1llustration of the work m thls portr'ut -eol-
lecting age ; but he says‘that this is a mattef of
considerable dlfﬁculty with the artists,«as the,
personages on his books are different frors all
other human beings in this respect,: that they
can shorten or lengthen their facesip a most:
surprising mapner; and thai when"an artist
has been favoured with one sitting,.he has
often, when he came to a second, been obliged
to use a canvass one third Jonger than what he
sketched the outliné” upon. | This, however,
with submission to'my friend, 15 not pcculiar to
the class’ of persons with whom he is convérsant.
It may likewise Be the subJecf' of dlspussmn
whethgr fpols are of both sexes. . 1 know thiat
some of my female acqmunt"md: are a little
al.umed by the mtel]l'gcnce I conveyed to them,
and are of opinion that the Author may perhaps
“be umpertinent enough to meddle with certajn
domestlc arranggments which do not belong to
his plan They are *par tlcularly alarmed ]est
his inquiries into the manufacture of fqols should
lead him into aﬁy imprdper remarks on parental
foudness, and eepecmﬂv.-thmt bran’ch of affection
which -shows itself p . never contradicfing a

child, er denying him any thiug he likes.* Flow
’
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far these fears arc ‘w,ell founded, T can have ro
means' of knowing : but, undoubtedly, as 'the
Author of the work so often mentioned must
be ded to inquire into"the origin of fools, he
cannot “vell avoid a peep into the nursery, nor,
if he purposes to consider the propagation of
folly, can ke avoid going a step farther. But,

~us to the sex of. fools, I apprehend there may
be some very intricate discussion, because I
have obscrved that:feminine folly has a natural
tendency to become masculine, and few cha-
racters of this description have lately been ex-
hibited before the publick who did not take con-
siderable pains to unsex themselves.

I have now thrown out a few hints on this
important umlertaking. I cannot flatter my-
self that they.will be of much scrvice to the

" Author; nor can-I foresee' how far they may
influence my right to acmiche in his temple of
worthies. Perhaps, it is already too crowded ;
for many will, no doubt, be admitted who have
no consciousness of having made any applica-
tion, or of. degerving the' honour. Some will
be surprised to find themselves there, and some
to.find that their friends are eéxcluded. Uni-

> versal satisfaction is what féw authors have the
happiness to give: but.should the writer of the
¢ Hisory and Biography of ‘Fools” create euc-
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mies, either by admissions or dmisstons, he may
conoiliate the favour of a gof)d many by a’sup-
plementary volume,,cofitaining memoirs of those
who think themselves NQ*Fool.s. .

THE ‘PROJECTOR. Re g;..

¢ Be cautious how you change qld bills of fare,

Such alterations should at least be rare; e

Ygt credit to the A'rtist will accrue,

Who in ktown things still makes the apncamnce new.

Fresh dainties are by Brjtain’s tmﬂ‘iuk kngwp,
nd now By constant use fanfiliar grown; .

What Lord of old would bid his Coole px‘bpalc

Mangoes, potargo, chafhn plgnons, chveare ?

Or wou]d our thrum -capp’dr Ancestors find fault .

Fgr want of sugar-tongs, or spoons for salt ?

*New things produce NEW WORDS”-—— Dr. Kixe.

—eenti——

Sq)té.mlx:r 1804.

Ix my Ninth Pro.)ectm, L. was indyced to con
sider the fashion, ; vhlch has latel). become very
pre\aleut of glvmg f01’e1gn names to artu_les
of furmture, as if, our fanguage were so qur
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and so exhausted as not to be able to express a
chair-or a table,, a water-closet or a paatry.
My, readers ;may; pcr}nps recollect that that
paper was writtén 1n .consequence of a visit to
the splendid mansion «f a noble Countess, de-
“ceased, whose furniture was then to be disposed
' by auction,; and some of the sentimenis ven-
«tured on that occasion were so far confirmed,
that I was assured most of the articles were
sold at extravagant prices merely because they
were disguised in the irresistible names of fau-
tewil, bergeres, cabrioles, armoire, verrieres,
&c. &c. At the end of two years I am again
called to consider the inrcads n.ade on our lan-
guiige by the French and Italians, in a matter
which, 1 donbt 'not, many of my readers will

think of far rreater importance. -
Happemug to call,,a few days ago, on a very
worthy friend, a member, of a certain corpora-
tion, or company, as it is more familiarly called,
I fopnd him very studiously perusing a large
printed table, in three columns, which, at first,
as he is also & Commander of a Volunteer corps,
I supposed was the plan of an intended review
or brigade. I was com.,qucntlv about to apolo-
gize for my intrusion, w ben he assured me tbat
X never was more v&cmome, and that the paper
hé¢'was perusing was very far from being hos-



Ko g5 THE“PBOJECT(')R

tlle to the interests or the honour of the French
natwu #¢ Perhaps,’, addcd he « m-y dear

friend, you can asgist me ; ; d+.am in great per-

15,

plexity, and conscious .ig;lorénce 1s very pain-
ful—dined 'yesterday at our hall, with the
court—a grand day, Sir—here is the bjll of
fare—muperb]y printed, but might as well have
been in Hebrew or Greek ; and )ou,have caughf
me in the very fact of endeavoulmg {o discover
what T ate vosterday; but if my ever eating
again were to depend on my success, I am sure
I should soen be starved. Qut of near an hun-
dred articles, not ten mure 1 plain English; and
the rest arc ine such Freuch or Italian as I can-
Dot find in Boyer or Baretti‘ and you perceive
1 have sent for thes Dictionaties of.both these
Jearned’ gentlemcn [fpon my w ‘ord, 1 rever
dined’ so umntclhu'lb]) befme ‘e Lucklly my °
wifc was in the counigy kst night, for she al-
ways Inqums what we have for dinner on such
occasions. I should have been plaguly at a
loss to satisfy her—Come, can you assist me ?
I know you have the,character of being a great
sch olar.”” .

On inspection, howe\?er, of , this extraor-
dinary bill of fare. I was obliged frankly to
confess my lgnorancc, ahd even my mf(montg

to my friend, whe, By having the homout of -
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seeing the dishes, could at least form some
vague-idea of tbem; whereas, from reading
only, it was impossible to distinguish animals
from vegetables, much.less one kind of animal
from another. But that my readers in the
country, who dine in their vernacular language,
and are not ashamed of a few provinciadisms,
whether'voied or roasted, may have some no-
tion of the difficurty of reading a modern din-
nery I shall brlcﬂy inform. them that, besides

Ld

certain plain dishes, such as turtle, venison,
salmon, and trout, which by some mistake, I
presume, were allowéd toseruize under English
colours, it consisted of ln}»)p{ns ‘ragout, vege-
taoies Char treur, mar bree in JeH} Qalentine
de veau, potagoes hechemele, pigeons comport,
tart carimel’ slr, ].)utts d’ amour, gateaux de Sa-
roy, and a variety. of other articles cqually re-
condite. I must farthex inform my distant
readers, that, should they be inclined to con-
sult their Dictionaries as my friend was, it may
be necessary they should also be prepared for
disappointmerits. The Compilers of our French
Dictionaries, certainly without neglecting mat-
ters of interior momént, appear to have been
chiefly anxious to enable us to study the best
authors in that langadgc, but never foresaw
the day when it would be necessary to study the
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nomenclature of the best eooks. « Many of the
articles, therefore, cgmmunicated abovc, will
not be found in thtese Works,,or, if found *will
convey an idea of the nieaning of the words as
they occur in books, but not when sdrvea up
in dishes. My friend, who had been studying,
them,” had made such progress befote J entered
his roqm, as to discover that -lap.pms 'ragozu
meant rabbits mgoued and only w1shed he
.had known as much the day before ; but when
he came to vegetable Clartreux, he was wholly
at a stand. Boyer could inform himn that Char-
treux, in ecclcsmstlc.ii histor y, meant a Car-
tjmsum Friar! but Boyer cquld not foreser
that, in® Epicurean history, €arthusian Friars
would become eithel vegetahle or qatable, and
my frignd, having no ret‘o]lect'ior\' of any such
personages being prLsent Ver)fwnsely goncluded
that there mxght be mdre meant here than met
the eye. For marbre, he could find nothing
“more probable than marble, and uothmi; 80
unprobable for digestion; and as to owz[cnhne
de veau, bechemele, comport, cmd tarzmel d,
he was, after mucle search, obllged to return
ewery onec of thém non® est inventus. It fre
quently happens in dut awn language, that we
do riot acquire the meapin.g of words merely by®
tracing the etymology; and here we haére an °
VOL. II. c



18 THE PROJECTOR. Ne 35.

example, of thz same diﬂictﬂty in puits d amour.
We know that puzts means a well, and amadur,
love but who would expect to find a dish fit
for plam Englishmen ¢ompounded out of such
ingredierits P ¢ Gateauzx,” added my friend,
-shrewdly, “I knew meant cakes; and, Mr.
Projestor, ‘you and I can remember the time
when cal:es, aye, and biscuits too, would have
been permltted to enter our halls in plain Eng-
lish.” .

The complaint, implied in my friend’s re-
marks on this bill of fare, is now of consider-
able standing, although'of late the grievance
spyeads faster, and consequéntly to many will
appear new. Tte French language bids fair in
a few years_to be,umversal and whatever ob-
jections the critics in prose or poetry may offer,
and whatever prefercnce thny may be inclined
to give to the manly ener gles and sterling bul-
lion of the Enghsh, they can never stand their
ground against a confederacy of cooks. We
are evef‘y day submitting more and more com-
placently to the continued invasions makihg on
our native tongue:: ‘and what renders the gmev-
ance the more serious is, that these invasions
are not attemptcd with a viéw to amend or al-
ter ‘or give a dlﬂ'erent pronunciation, or' ter-
mnation, to English words; but to banish them
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entircly, "and fill their pla,ces with the .Victo-
ricus intruders. Anbther elrcumstance, Jjust
hinted at, which is pecullarly hu'mnhatmg, and
which, I should hope; a little recollection of
the manly spirit of our ancestors wWould "yet
cause us to resent, is, that all these endeavours
to expel the natives, angd to place forgigners.in
their rgom, is not the work of schofars and cri-
tics, but of persons who ‘have -x{ever., in any
nation, been ranked among the ablest Iingu‘lsts.
We areenot beat out of our language by Royal
Acadcmies and Royal Sgqcieties, by armies of
Lexicographers, and hords of Philologists, but
by combinationis of Milliners gnd of Mantua-
makers,* of Perfumers and of oHalr-dressers, of
Cablnet-md]\us and' Upholsterers, of Taylors,
and of, Cooks the fabricators. of pantaloons,
and the architects of pastiy, by the Authors of
stews, and Compllers of soups. Itis from them
we are humblv to receive the language in which
we must dress our wives and our daughters, and
furnish our houses and our wardrobes, our din-
ners and our deserts *It is they "who are ren-
dering Dr. Johnsonds chtl.onary obsolete, that
they' may supply*its plact bya Poljglott of pies
and. puddings, of’ptckles and flunmeries. It
is not by the labours of the student in his clo-*
set, or the pedant in- lus college, that ou-r lan- .
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guage, is to be rendered obscure or uscless. We
owe that revolution to the Cook in his kitchen,
armed with no more formidable weapons than
the stew-pan and the gridiron, the basting-
ladle and- the cullender. Antient litcrature will
therefore be soon discarded ; and he only will
pass for a scholar, whose application has been
such that he can pronounce what he carves, and
spell what he eats.

But it is much easier to exaggerate a com-
plaint than to propose a remedy ; and as justice
ought to be impartially administered to the
tenants of the kitchen, as well as to the guests
in_the parlour, I am willing to suppose that
the innovations i the language of cookery may
have been at first highly palatable to certain
persons of fashion, who in their travels ac-
quired such a grammatical acquaintance with
foreign dict, as to be able to dine fluently in
every modern language ; and that on their re~
turn they encourage their cuisiniers to intro-
duce lappins, marbre, and galentine, &c. occa-
sionally ; as persons who-have travelled are apt
to introduce foreign phrases; to give a little zest
and variety to their conversation. All this 1
am willing to concede‘,-,with respect to the ori-
gin of thesc innovations. But, having ntade
1s0,1ibéral an allowance, it foust surely at the
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same time appear somewh‘at unreasonable, that
Plam citizens, born, seme of them, at least,
before it was the Tashion ¢o lear any language
but their own, should be set down to a dinner
of unintelligible dwhes, which they dare not
name for fear of a blunder, nor touch lest they
mistake an ornament for an eatable, and break
down a tin castle when they thml:: they are
storming a cream-tart, On sueh ocgasions I
« have beheld most lamentable perplexities and
misundérstandings, the company being obliged
to offer this, and to, _point to that, without
daring to guess ¢ at 1ts name. It setmed to give
Tae some idea of the prlmltxve ages, when J-z-
guage was in its lnfdncy, afd notlunu' could
be procyred without making. s1gns for #t, and
when the.thing obtained was .seluom the thing
wanted. But more'strongly it reminded me of
the practice of childsen, who learn to distin~
gnish between harmless and hurtful, princi-
pa]ly by burning their fingers. .
To remedy this eul, therefore, if it must
contmue, if we must dine in French and Ita-
lian, and forbid hunger to speak Enmglish, I
would propose that the Bills of Fare be plmted
with a translatione in opposlte columns, and
somewhdt in the manner of a C'atalog"ue 1ao-
sonné, affording the” guest not only the pame, °
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but sem: faint idea 8f the nature of what he 1s
about to eat. Bl.lt, let*it not be thought that,
in proposing this translation, I wish to propose
any thing disrespectful to my fellow-citizens.
1 do not mean to represent them as more igno-
-rant than they are, far less to insinuate that
threir ¢ :gmrance is blameable. It is surely no
sh'lme to* be ,ignorant where Boyer and Cham-
baud have been silent. In pronosing that a
good dinner should be ¢ done into English,” 1
have suggested no more than what is practised
every week in the Hghest place of entertain-
ment we have, and among the highest com-
pcny. I mean the King’s Theatre in the Hay-
market, where tite Operas are printed in Ita-
lian and Entrhsh for the benefit of those who
are so partnal‘to the former language as to think
it the on'y vehicle which Nature has invented
t> convey sounds to an'English ear; and who
yet do not think it necessary to look for a meai-
ing, vnless they want to know why a hero
sings a song, stabs himself, cr cuts a caper.
The remedy I have now proposed may per-
haps be objected te by our' learned Traitewrs.
No man wishes to let 'down his own art ; and
familiarity in some _i‘ust‘anccs may breed ron-
“tempt. It may also ‘b~ objected, that eating
through the medium of a {ranslation would, in
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.the Clty, be a process rather tpo slow for the
quantity ‘of husiness to.be (hspatched and that
one man would be ready,,for ‘the haunch before
another had conned over the turbot. Reading
with a glossary is aéknowledged to+be ‘very
painful ; and what more painful than the fre;
quent interruptions which apBetite must suffer ?
not to, speak of the invidious distinctions be-
tween dunces and clever fe]lows, which would
spoil our social meetings. <But all these objec-
tions might perhaps vanish after a little prac-
tice. Late travellers havg informed us that the
French are so desirdus of acquittiag themselves
_with distinctidn in”dancing, that they seldom
go to a ball without a prewous interview with
their dancing-master. Up(m the sime prudent
-pringjple, and from the same l¢ud5b1e ambltlon,
I am not sure wlhether some of our, Traiteurs
ml,g,ht not find_a new and proﬁtable employ-
ment in wmtmg on gentlcmul in the mommg
and teaching them their dinner. A few such
lessons would spon enable us to dlspensc with
the awkwardness of 'translatlon, amd 1mstruct
the most illiterate 4o eat at sight. We ought
to venerate evety meant that cah be tqke.n to
improve the humirr yaderstanding ; and we
must allow, that in a.m.ﬁion SO reuow'n'ed’ as
ours, both for the*theory and practice 3r gdods
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feedmg, there can b.e no spec1es of ignorance
more deplorable thdn that of a man who does
not know what he eats, and “who, if no glos-
sarial help be at hand, is more afraid of com-
mitting a blunder, than of contracting a sur-
feit, *

THE PROJECTOR. N 36.
A youth of frolics, an OLD AGE OF CARDS.” Pork.

———
' October 1804.

) THF nature of our employrpent in ‘a future
state of existence is among the questions which
have interested curious minds in all ugcs“, and
it is perhups ucnecessary to inform my readers
that we aze no nearer to a decision on this im-
portant poiut than when the first i inquirer took
up iis pen, and amused the world with his con-
jectures "There is indeed 1o other way of ac-
counun'r for the Propcmltﬂ of some men to
search into the mysteries which the great Au-

* tha* of ur being has thought proper to conceal,
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than by referring it to the exquisite pleasure
which results from the m«re‘hmty of conJecture,
and which 1s perhaps he‘ghtened by pemodxcal
returns of ipquisitiveness which cannot be satis-
fied with what is revealed. It is to*no pur:
pose that we refer inquirers of this description
to the express words of reveldtlml, for their
minds are accustomed to reasqn fr()m the *pre-
sent to the future, and to ]udn'.e of mﬁmty By
the circumscribed affairs of the smallest part.
With all that expansion of mind which is the
boast of modern philosgphers, they have no
other measures for great, than fos little occur-
_rences; and when they “inspect a mite,” they
“would ‘have us believe they ¢an ¢ comprehend
the heavens

. Attachcd thus to the little matfers w hxch are
vnthln the commarrd -of cye -and car, and too
wise to give credlt €6* a ‘revelation which has
been the behtf the hope, and the consolatlon
of the good and wise in all ages, they have
adopted what 1 n thelr case seems a veéry proper
expédient. Thev have Jetermined against all
faith in a future state elthcr good or,evil, and
have concluded that, existence rhust terminate
with life. But while Lam of opinion that this
is a very prudent and cohsistent resolution on
their part, it wustenot be concealed the many.
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persons are exce(,dmgly shocked by such prin -

ciples, and look uf)on thaose who hold them as
no better tharr atheists or infidels of the higher
degree. And so numerous and so-honourable
is the class who pass this sentence, that I should
be very sorry to be thought to differ from them,
at.the same time that I think that some pre-
tenders have crupt in among us, who in strict
propriety ougb.t to embrace the very doctrine
they affect to condemn.

Among the number of those who uffect to
condemn what it wonld be more consistent in
them to appiove, U beg leave to reckon all who
pass their lives, in any way whatever, without
entertaining a single thought of hereafter, or
ever, considering whether the employments to
which they arz now attached, are such as can
qualify them for u future siate of existence of
any kind which the lmagxnatlon of man can
conceive. It is often said by Divines, that to
certain classes of people ¢ heaven would not be
heaven ;” and it is certain that if we were to
form an opinidn of the other world by the em-
ployments of men in this, by their unvaried
attachments and unceasihg purshits, we should
be obliged to* suppose:tliat they had no other
idea of eternal happiness but as a continuation
of femjoral, und that their' Zeaven, in crder to
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deserve that name, must °be as-like as possible
to their earth. Such o{?mons we should often
hear, either if meh were b express thelrthoughts
as freely as they enterfam them, or if they had
not a particular reluctance, for which it may
not, .perhaps, be difficult to account, against
all conversation on thg subject. Tberq can bhe
no doubt that if these obstacles t& honest con-
fession were removed, sorhe would ovm that the
highest idea they could vntertain of héaven
would be, to suppose it a place where money was
eternally to be made where no scruplcs were
entertained as to the means of precuring it, and
where no bad debts were permitted to enter.
Others would, perhaps, hope that it might re-
semblg the paradise of Mahomét,”a continued
' scene of, gallantry, without thmmpertmence of
husbands or fathers, the - cehsoripusness of
judges, or the parros preJudlces of juries. Some
*would expect to find stables, and jockies, and
race-grounds, where horses might run without
bemg distanced, and bets be lald without the
risk of losing. Others, whose affections have
been placed on the vicissitudes of stoglc-Jobblllg,
would expect perpetud] transfe1§ ‘and an eter-
njty of spccu]atxon : thcn greatbst good would *
be a bonus, and they would hope to accuma-
late millions of moncy for millions of y‘éars In
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a word, some would.look for novels, and some
for newspapers 5 sdmeLwduld be eager to-goa
shoppmg “and- othérs dvould desire to sit down
to cards.

. This Iust is perhaps a more general source
of happiness than any I have mentioned ; and
1 have been *induced to offer the preceding re-
marks by the death of a lady which happened
soine little time agd, whose ¢ heaven upon
earth” was a succeszion of games of whist, for
nearly the last forty years of her life. Her his-
tory, therefore, maynot, perhaps, beunamusing,
or uninstructive. Mrs. Basto’s husband was
originally a trader of the lowér order, who ac-
quired a large fortene by uninterrupted indus-
try, joined with a species of'sensc, which, al-
thodgh not of much value any where else, is
very uscful in & shop. During his days of la-
bour, when ¢ comings-in-"were but small,” and
“ a penny saved was a penny got,” Mrs. Basto
assisted his endeavours by domestic ceconomy.
While her husband was getting i the shop,
she was saving in the parlour; and for many
years, during which, to usc:her own phrase,
they ¢ went mucking on,”.a better model of
industry could not be founﬂ * There was not,
ideed, much to mterrupt them; the few ac-
quaiutances they had were like themselves, and
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they had neither the rcasomngs,.nor the fancles,
of intellect to disturly t .‘ Readlng was no
part of their cmploym : yet -they could read
what they. wrote, and® they could write with
some difficulty. Money, however, flowed in sp
fast, that in the course of about twentyyears
they femoved from the back-parlour to the first-
floor, and from the town- house, to tn{‘ snug* box.
With this a wonderful change tobk place in
Mrs. Basto’ s Oplnwns as to-money matters

It sometimes happens, that ceconomists take
more cafe of small matters than of great; and
I suspect this procteds from too dmplicit a re-
liance on the aritiént precept, “ take care of
the pehce, and the pounds. will take care of
themse!ves. Though, this may be the case
in general, there are so many .ex¢eptions to the
rule, that I cannetdo a grea%er service to my
1ndustr10us readers thitn by remmdmg them of
what poor he]pless creatures these pounds are,
unless great care be taken of them. Of this we
have an instance in Mrs. Basto. While she
and her husband were amassing the smaller de-
nominations of coim, she abhorred every species
of pleasure or extravagzmce but ho sooner had
they acquired such‘a “foptune as they thoughta
very great one, than they discovered, o more
probably were told; that the only way to'be.



*30 THE PROJECTOR. Ne 36.

respected was.to spend it as other people did,
Ignoraﬁce 1s no obstable in a desigh of this
kind. There are always models enough to form
one’s expences up(;n, and it is but choosing the
gbsurdest in order to give the greatest satisfac-
tion. -Our couple accordingly began with seeing
company instyle, such company as will aiways
visit‘wherg there js an appearance of plenty, and
will flatter wherever there is a prospect of return.
But as there must be some connecting medium
to keep company together, and as Mr. and Mrs.
Basto could not have supported a conversation
for ten minutes had their lives depended on it,
cards were very wisely suggested as a remedy
for dulness and sience, and Mrs. Basto con-
ceived a mos. extraordinary liking for them.
This, perhaps, we ought not to wonder at; she
was only charmed with- what had charmed
thousands before her’; that surprising law of
social life, which ordains that the vulgar and
the illiterate shall, with a little knowledge of
gaming, pe deemed fit companions for the re-
fined and the learned ; and that no other intro-
duction is necessary to bring inferiors and su-
periors on a level, than a few-of the edifying
precepts handed down to postgrity by the great
Mr. Hoyle. All this-'was to Mrs. Bastoa mat-

"ter:vf such joy and surprise; that she wondered
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where lLer talents had been buried, and was
thankful "that at lengtlf se had attamed not
only the ways, but thd méans, whereby she
might hold up her head with the proudest.
But as she had betaken herself to unpack the
cards somewhat late in life, she found it neces-
sary to pay for each lesgon iI{ proportion to the
higher proficiency of her play-mates, and had
often to repent that she-had wasté(.l so many
precious days, without knewing a club from a
spade, +or having the most remote idea of the
pleasures of the odd trick. Genius, however,
1s a power of vast résources ; ,and much zeal and
much practicé sdon diminished the painful re-
" collecton of lost time. It Was now evident,
that all her formet‘acqulsmons, het knowledge
-of gopd meat, her taste in drcssmg it, her skill
in piecing and patching, in hcmlﬁmg and darn-
ing, her talents at-the wash tub, the agility
with wluch sh(, communicated a rotdr) motion
to the mop, and her sagacity in discovering
sluts” holes, and cobwebs, were vulgar attain-
ments, common to the lowest of her sex, while
her genius evidently pomted to the whist table,
as ‘the place where .albne it coufdbe dlsplayed
to_advantage. What she lost,” therefore, in
the former part of her Itfe, she determmed 0y
make up by constdnt practlcc and it is miiche
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to the honour of hey industry in this new call-
ing, that the busihes‘x.of' no day in’the week
was suffered to interrv.pt her proficiency at the
card-table. She often used to boast, but per-
baps here she was rather conceited, that she
had discovered a use for rainy Sundays which
neyer was discovered before.

S6 much pains were at length amply reward-
ed: Mrs. Basto recovered her losses, was ad-
mitted to many fashionable circles, became a
convenient partner, and a formidable opponent ;
and although her winnings and losings were
now pretty equal, her attachment to cards be-
came more ardent, and the more she played the
more she wished t» play. Her whole life was
devoted to it, and she had not the most distant
coriception of " a state of being in which there
were neither trumps nor honours. Out of the
common routine of domestic life she never had
an idea; and now “that play became her busi
ness, she never asked a question, nor madea
remark that did not arise from the deal of the
preceding -hand, or the pool of the preceding
night. In such matters she delighted to exer-
cise her méniory, until’ it became a complete
store-house of trumps, hdnours, odd tricks,

' finessés, revokes, and other casualties of the
game, without a single ariicle of any other
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kind. I have alreadv mentloned her 1 mgemous

motle .of diverting the hdrrots of a ramy Sun-

day: but she wasp perhaL , yet more mgemous

in managing her talents*in such a manner that
they never were idle, ‘ither in health or sick-,
ness. If her indisposition was such as net to_
keep her from the dmwmg-loom, yet severe
enough to disturb her head, she Proposcd a
round game, as requiring les$ exertion of me=

~mory than ber favourite whist ; and if confined
to hier room, she always provided a select party

ot sympathizing friends, .who would not suffer
her to be moped. But if she was not able to

sit up, she contrived to raise herself in bed so

as to ihanage a game at cribbage with’ some

friend ; dnd thus contrived to nmake sickness

itself a continuation of all for which she thougnt
health valuable.

Mdny years Jmssed"m *this me]O} ment, so
\‘orthy of a rational and accountable bemg'
when Mr. Barto was gathered to his fathers,
He had never fully entered into the pleasures of
the eard-table ; but he suffered quietly what he
could not oppose, and left his widow an ample
fortine. Her attachments had long been cone
fined to one objecty and she therefore soon re-
covered, the loss of thc ¢ dear man ;” ‘betted .

with he¢r usual ed'gerness, and deposited h,r .
VOL. 1I. »
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card with the ysuai thump of victory. She pro-
]ongea this life of play until an advanced age,
when the newspapery announced her death in
due form. Having sometimes been permitted
the honour of contemplating her life, I was
anxipus to know whether it had been consistent
to the last; and a letter, in answer to my in-
q\'linie‘s, ifivrmed me that ¢ she was given over
on Monday morﬁing., but findmg herself a little
better in the afternpon, she sat up in bed, played
nine games of cribbage with the nuyse, and
died an hour after.” The last words she was
heard to utter were, that'* she wanted but one
hole to be up I’

On:lives thus spent, I shall leave my- readers
to make their own reflections, as it would not
be vy respectful to suppose that they needed
any from me.. Such examples, indeed, are too
common to have the force of novelty, and too
casily understood to require illustration.

I may, however, add that I was requested
by 1y correspondent to furnish an epitaph
suitable to a splendid monument about to be
erected in the parish church to Mrs. Basto’s
memory. Seme of us l’r(:jectors are frequently
.employed in such matters, as it is supposed we
Jhave 4 particular knack in creatmg virtues for
,thedead. Butasl coud pot recollect any one
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circumstance in Mrs. Basto s ]nbtory more re-
“markable than what, ars There relatcd or that
was unconnected,wifh a {ubbbr or a peol, I de-
clined the opportunity, however favourable, of
drawing ui)on my immgination, and, immorta-
lizing my talents with her virtues. Still, as |
considered that the feelings of her relatives
might be hurt by my refusal,*and s:-1 had léng
ago forgiven the only reproach ske ever levelled
at me, or at any human being, that ««T was the
stupidest fellow at a card-table she ever saw,” 1
endeavoured to recollect some brilliant parts of
lier character, out of which I composed the fol-
lowing culogy, and if her friends think proper
to mahe use of it, it may bt engraved on a
syueve tabler, wuder the name apd, age of the
}orfy.® ) s *
S i WaAS THE YIGOUR .or "NR UNDER-
STANDING, TIHAT bHE ALWAYS LED FROM HER
STRONG SUIT, *AND SUCH £HE ACUTENESS OF
"HER PENETRATION, THAT SHE PREFERRED
SLQUENCES WHEN SEQUENCES COULP BE GUT.
SHE WAS NEVER KNOWN T0 LEAD A THIR-
TEENTH CARD UNLESS TRUMPS WERE OUT, NOR
TRUMPED ATHIRTLEVTR CARD EXCEPT SHE
WAS THE LAST PLAYER. S0 GENTLE WAS HER
DISPOSITION, TI-fAT SHnWOULDNOT FORCE HER
ADVERSARY, EVEN WITH HER BEST CARD, UN
b 2 ] T .
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LESS SHE HAD THE Nnx'r BEST TO SUPPORT HER
COURAGE. THROUGHO JT A LONG AND ACTIVE
LiFE, SHE NEVER ‘W4$ KNOWN TO FINESSE ;
AND WHEN IN DOUBT (FOR WHOFROM DOUBTS
ARF FREE.?) SHE WON THE TRICK. THouGH
DESIBOUS OF HONOURS, SHE WAS HONEST IN
DEALING HER CARDS, AND, SUCH IS THE DAN-
GER. OF ﬁmm,c'mom, 'UPRIGHT IN SORTING
THEM. AFTER FORTY YEARS NOBLY SPENT IN
THESTUDY OF HOYLE, SHE CONDESCENDED TO
DIVERT HER DYING HOURS WITH A DUETTO AT
CRIBBAGE; AND, HAVING GENTLY REMOVED
HER PEGS, DEPARTED THIS LIFE, WITH HIS
Non IN HER HAND.” - :

THE ' PROJECTOR. Ne g7,
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*¢ So great is the regard of the law for private property,
that it will not authorize the least violation of it; no,
not evenr for the general good of the whole commu-

nity.” " BLACKSTONE.

. ' November 1804.

HAPPENING. a few days ago to look into a
weighty folio on law, I was surprized to find

hqw many statutes have heen made for the ex-

[N
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“press purpose of protectmg or COnveymg pro-
perty. Perhaps, indéed, it may in some respect
be said, that the ‘whole riurpose of our statutes
is directed to this ob_)e.ct ; and it 1s certain that
almost all the trials in our courts have the same
security in view. I could not hdp, theréfore,
congratulating myself on lwmg n a c.)untrv
where, such ample prowswn is made agamst
force or fraud ; and so mdny wise regulatwns
. have been adopted, in order that those happy
days may be rcalized in our land, when every
man may ¢ sit under his own vine and under
his own fig-tree, none making him afraid.”
But in the midst of this pleasing reverie, from
which the publick might verysprobably have re-
ceived a congratuldtory and congol’atory Pro-
JECTOR, I was disturbed by recemmg the fol-
lowing letter, which 1 must dlldw, in one re-
spect at least, seems to provg that, in a country
where the rights of possession are studied and
preserved more than in any other, there is one
species of property which is wholly neglected,
and which the owner finds it extremelby difficult
to secure when he hasit, or to pursue it when
stolen. But let' my .cdrrespondent speak fore
himself, T .
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. ¢ TO THE AUTH_'QR OF THE PROJECTOR.
¢ SIR,

« I courLp wish that, at some leisure mo-
inent, -ou would take into consideration thepre-
sent low state of wit in this country. I have
too great g respect for a nation that has produced
Addison and, Swift, Jobnson and Chestcrfield,
to snppose that the present generation of wits
are inferior to their great ancestors ; and, there-
fore, upon due reflection on the subject, I am
mciined to think that the causce of our declen-
sion in this valuable article arises from a defect
in our laws. Fighly as I regard the laws of
our happy and envied land, I suspect they may
be justly accused of neglecting the interests of
wit; for I caunat in the whole body of statutes
find one which is caleulated for the preservation
of this species of property. 1 trust, ther-fore, 1
do not take too great liberty with certain names
of renown in history when I draw this inference,
that our statesmen have in general been very
dull men, who knew something of preserving
property in land and malt, in hops, and sugar
‘and tea, in deals, and iron, and raw spirits,
but who were utterly enacquainted with a good
joke, and never suppesed that any genius had a
~ight to be protected in his repartees.
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R | feel this injuary, Sir, \‘vlt]l mfuch acuteness ;
and therefore, I shall wave ; Y all delicacy about
what some people, w]m have noﬂnnrr to say for
themselves; eall egotlw.l, and inform you plain-
ly, that [ am a wit by profession, and have beerr
the author of most of the good things thathave
been circulated in the .metropolis for a- great
number of years: but in all #hat time I fmve
never been able to retain one «rood thmtr for m)
own use and benefit.  The imoment I lmv(, sald
it, the title-puge, if I may so speak, is torn
from it, and another name, real or fictitious, is
appended to it, and out comwes an etlition at Ox-
ford or Cambrgldgt'-, which ever after passes as
the legi'timutc production of éther of those seats
of learngng.  And %0 namerons lave been the

'deprer]utlons committed on my pl-bpertv i this

way, that I knows it tlllb momcnl a great many
reputecdly cleves fellows wlm are dskul to din-
ners and suppers on the shength of some of my
bow mots, which they produce with as mugh
confidence as if they were their own. Yet where
is n;y remedy ?

¢ 1 had the curtosity within these few weeks
to visit some fritnds at both universities on pua-
poge to look after’ my.property, not with the
hopes of recovering it,, but to see in what hands’

it had got ; and, perhaps, you will har'd.ly gﬁveo‘



40 THE PROJECTOR. Ne 37.

me credit when I assure you, that I found half
the colleges, both of Oxford and Cambridge,
enlivened by editions of my town-jokes, com-
mitted to memory by Tom and Jack and Will
ahen in my company in London, and published
as thieir own when they got to Brazen-nose and
All Snulsz\St. John’s and Clare-hall. Tt was
in vain for me te assert my right ; I should have
o'nly been myself :'a,jokc; for I find it a maxim
among the dealers in second-hand jests, that
there is no property in them, and that to con-
tend for the authorship of a good thing would
only spoil tle telling of it. I hope, however,
Mr. Prosrcror,, that you entertain a more cor-
rect opinion of the nature of such articles, and
consider them as ;Clltitlcd to full protection. 1
have only to add on this part of my subject, that
there were some few alleviating circumstances in
the editions of my jokes published at the ymver-
sities. I had the happiness to find that, al-
though an undergraduate wouldsometimes bring
out a smart thing of mine as his own, and run
away with the credit of it, yet in general they
were ascribed to men of high rank. In this
Lind of disguise, or in this transmigration of
souls, if I may so term it, Jfound that I was
sometimes a bishop, and sometimes the-head of
a: house, sometimes the wice-chancellor, and
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sometimes a canon of Christchurch; and seldom,
indeed, descended lower,thaf a senior fellow or
proctor. My wity I observéd, was generally
given to men who have gomething else to give;
just as, in London, I have known the-clerks of ,
the Treasury give the First Lord one of my good
things, in hopes, no doubt, of a return of some-
thing more substantial. . .
< Amidst all this loss of pmper*v fbr I assurt
_you, Sir, I never got any thing by my jokes'for
myself, I have often scriously pondered on the
remedy ; and at one time had actually drawn up
the form of a bill to be moved for in the House
of Commons ; but; on shewing it to a gcntle-
man who has some l\nowlvdgz of such matters,
he : assurul me that my pains would be lost ; that
there Were three or four wits in thqt house, who
would tear my bill Jimb from Liinby and make as
many jokes of it as ther¢ were lines, and then be
hgiled in the newspapers as the authors of every
one of my suggestions; ¢ besides,” added my
friend, ¢ in such a casc as this you never would
be 56 mad as to desire o be heard by counsel.”
-—This, however, Mr. PROJDCTOR, was a con-
sideiable disappeintmgent to me ; for, “between,
oursclves, one or twe wits of that assembly have,
more than once laxd hold of my good tfungs, .
and made them thery own. s,
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¢“ I next thought.of entering my good things
in Stationers’ Hall, and spplicd to a member of
that worshipfal Court, who ‘is likewise a very
good judge in such cases, for his opinion; but
here too 1 was doomed to mcet with a discou-
ragément. ¢ Why,” said he, ‘my dear Sir,
you must bbserve that no productions are en-
tered in Stationers” Hall but what are printed.
Now, as you wish to retain the copy-right of
your bon mots aund your stories for the benefit
of your own mouth, you sce we cannot have
them entered : nay, if you were to apply for a
patent, which would be no bad security, still
you must give in such a specification as would,
perha.ps, cnable cvery clerk in the Patent-office
to amnise his'friends at youd expence, and pass
for a wit at every coffee-house in town., But,
on second thoughts, 1 tiink you have a legal
vroperty in your gootI things, although not
printed, which printing would destroy ; fer,
you may observe that dramas are fully protected
while in MS, so that no other theatre than the
one they belong to can perform them ; and yet,
if we may judge from thoseproduced in our days,
this protection cannot Be suppased to he granted
on account of the wit in thém.’

¢'All this, Mr. Projector, was sensible and
*iendiy ; but it contributed nothing to my satis-
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faction, and affords no redress for the injuries I
have sustained ; and nét 1 oniy, for I should be,
ashamed to obtru(re my guuﬁs on the publlck
were they soiitary : but ﬂ\c fact 1s, my cause is
the cause of all wits who have less than two or
three thousand a year, or who hold no rank of,
high patronage in the charch, state; or i the
two unsversities. I flatter myspl{ thelefore, Sir,
that 1 am pleading for men to whom the v wor 1d
-is much indebted ; men who, by proxy, al.ts !
create bursts of langhter in halls which they are
not permitted to cuter, and who give a zest to
wines of which they dare not taste wdrop ; men
who make gra\;e statesmen chuekle, and learned
bishops smile.

< I hgve no douMk, Sir, that if the 'malw good
things noyv abroad were to he tmu‘d to theu Je-
gal proprictors, it would be secn by what strange
means they had been 'mbb(,d and by what flaws
in the deeds they were conveyed from hand to
hand. And, since I find that I can have 3o
other redress, I hereby give notice, that I have
been for some time preparing a very voluminous
work to be entitled; ¢The GENEALOGY, of JEST-
ING, contaiming the. pu]w‘rce of *all the good
thipgs, repartcess ‘Wwitticisms, bon mots, &c:
&c. from the earliest, tinles to the dedth of
GeorgeSelwyn, E3q. who was the last gredt

“
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proprietor of such articles, and who dying with-
,out mentioning them .in his will has opened a
very wide field for rapacity and plunder. The
execution of this work will probably occupy
. sdme Years ; but, it is well known thatall works
. of genealogy must be the produce of infinite toil
and labour. I shall seldom, indeed, have oc-
casion to. visit the parchments in Doctors” Com-
ions, but my researches in the cormmon rooms
of Oxford and Cambridge must be deep. Mr.
Seward, in his ¢ Anecdotes of distinguished
Personages,” has done something in this way,
although I am not certain it was his primary
object; and I know he has adinitted some doubt-
ful jests from dreading the toil of examining a
long pedigree. My purpo.e is, to begin with
onc of the earhiest records we have ; I mean the
Faceriz of Hrixrocres, which are usually
appended to the Lommentary of that philoso-
pher on the Pythagorean golden verses. It is
well known that this collection of good things
has been scized by every pilferer and pirate that
has lived since the invention of printing. About
the beginning of the last.century they were
given to Ben Jonson-and Joe Miller, from
whom they descended in a regular gradation of
bastard pedigree to* Quin, and Garrick, and
Evote,” and Chesterfield, and every man who
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either had any small share of wit, or of the re-
putation for wit ; be51des an innumerable list of .
occasional piracies -Lommltted"by the clients of
powerful patrons, and the humble retainers of
men of rank or opulence,"who no doubt thouglit
that, if they could obtain promotion by such
means, it would be a good joke indeed. Ifany
of my readers wishes to be satisfied on this point,
and to know how much the reputation of modern-
wits has been” promoted by the robberies com-
mitted on the collection of Hierocles, I would
refer him to a translation of it which was print-
ed in the eleventh volume of Mr. Urbgn’s works,
and was executed, 1 I mistake not, by Dr.
Johnson, a man, by the way, “on whoni the
pluuderers fed withopt mercy, ande without re-
morse, until Mr. Boswell, by a correct pedlgree
of his goocI things, established.hise property in
them on a basns more*firth than we can ever _
hope to sce cqualled '

“I therefore, Mr. Projector, request of you to
announce my intention to the publick at large,
and to dishonest wits in particular, that they
may, in the interval, which will take p]ace be-
tween the date of thig letter and the time of .
pubhcatlon, quietly und faithfully restore the .
propérty of which they have become possessed
to the right owners, and at the same - time)
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transmit to me, throuOh your channel, an ex-
act account of the samc,. with a schedule of the
proputy as it stuod when it came into their
hands, the alterations, additions, and repairs
_ it has_undergone, in vrder that the beauty of
the original may be restored, and the right
owner re-instated in the same, together with
the fame, lmnour, and reputation thercunto
belonging. U pon.these terms ouly, of sincere
repentance and full restitution, can I be pre-
vailed upon not to expose the offenders to pub-
lic indignation, and pass sentence of perpetual
dulness and profound silence whenever they
open their mouths. At the seme time 1 shall
hope, for the better completing of my work in
poiut of eccuracy, that all the real authors and
legal proprietors of guod things, if alive, or
their heirs, exceutors and :ts=igns, it dead, shall
lay hefore me the l).mdculdrs of their property
"as originally established. 1 shall not take - up
more of your time, Mr. Projector, than i add-
g, that 1 hope for your assistance in this great
work, and that you will occasionally give me a
description of any stray joke, any worn-out bon
ot or illegible repartee that may fall in your
way. Antiquarics should help one-another ;
and’if you have yeursclf been injured in the
gtender point which is the subject of this letter,
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{
you may depeud on every redress that can he
offered by . AxDiEwW ANECDOTE.”

My correspondent’s letter fegards a species
of injury which certainly descrves some, r¢dress ;
but I question whether he has exactly hit upon
the proper way to deter future offenders, al-
though it may be a very good scheme for pu-
nishing’ past offences, committed by those wha,
are otherwise out of his reach. Instead, how-
‘ever, of saying any thing on this subject which
concerns myself, I shall only remark, for the
benefit of my young readers, that th(, love of
wit 1s very dapgerouns, and, like the love of
inoncy, may tempt a man to t-ﬂ\(, very disho-
nest means to possess it. 1 would have them
to remerhber also, that lloantW 1s an abstract
principle, “which cannot bend to the apparent
insignificance of the artiele.. We all know that
thc an punishes’ a thief who steals a scraper
from a door, as well as him who carries off the
plate and jewels within the house; and.when [
see a man who,* hard pressed by poverty of
wit, filches his neurhl)oul s joke, and passes it
for his own, I am stmnglv anclined.to’suspect
that the same man,.lf he had neither money
nor eredit, would steal a coat or a pair of shoes
rather th-an appear qngentcel in company, But,
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my correspondent has noticed only one crime
which results froin coveting our neighbour’s
jokes or his jests,” his bon mots or his stories.
It is true, that robbery is the immediate conse-
quence ;- but I appeal to any man, who has lis-
tencd much to the conversation in coffee-houses,
or common rooms, who is much 1n social par-
ties, or grand feasts, whether he has not heard
of murdér also being committed. I\'Iy expe-
rience on this sukject is of such a secrious na-
ture, that I am unwilling to pursue it any far-
ther, and shock the feclings of my readers, es-
pecially at the close of a paper, when I wish to
part in good-humour; bat, whatever may be
the consequence, I am in duty bound to add,
that what was formerly said of French high-
waymen may be justly applied to dishonest
wits, namely, that to escape detection, their
. robberies are always accompanied by murder.
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‘¢ And if the boy have not a wowan’s gift
To rain a shower of commanded tears,
An onion will do we!l for such a shift ;
Which in a napkin being close convey 'd,

Shall in despite enforce a watery eye.”
‘ SHAKSPEARE.

—

Decentber 1804.

THE following short letter scems to require

immediate attention.

¢ 10 THE AUTI}OR OF THF PROJECTOR.
“ SIR,

) «“ArtrioucH I cannotdeny the impor-
tance of many of those*subjects with which your
p:}persimve beenfilled, ina géneral way,Icannot
atthe same time disguise mysentiments, that you
seem to write for those quiet and domestic sort
of beiugs who rcad and think, rather than for
persons in genteel ynd bustling life.  For ex-
ample, you have hithgrto taken very little no-.
tice of puhllc pleasuras.and amusements, which, .
in the opinion of many gay and well-dressed
people, are the only ¢thmgs worthy of attention»

VOL. II. E
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This neglect of yours, Sir, may be passed over
in times when the public mind is peaceable and
tranquil ; but such’ writings will not be tole-
rated in those storms and tempests which some-
timés happen, and derange the accustomed or-
der of fashionable life. On such occasions it
becomes you to accommodate yourself to exist-
ing circumstances, and write, not what will
please youiself, but what the publick will read.
I have, therefore, taken the first opportunity
during the present hurricane at Drury-lane and
Covent-garden, excited by the appcarance of
the young Boscius, to give you fair warning,
that we will neither read, hear, nor think about
any paper, conversation, or business, which is
not wholly otcupied in denicting the trans-
cendant merits of this most wonderful phano-.
menon, whose playing is, if I may venture to
make a pun on so serious a subject, a very
lusus nature.—So, Sir, a truce with your mo-
rals, and your manners, and all your other Pro-
jects, if you wish to be read, and to retain the
estcem of, Sir, your humble servant,
“ TaeaTrICUS.”
Althougn I am not disposed . to attend to ad-
vice delivered in the autloritative style used by
my new Correspondent THEATRICUS, vet 1 am
i.ot insensible that if it is not the duty it is the
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interest 'of an Author to write what he thinks
will have a chance.to be*read; and T might
perhaps have endeavoured to gratify my Cor-
respondent by dedncatmg a whole ProsecTor
to the honour of the dbject of his admiration,
had I not found myself anticipated by the re-
gular body of Theatncal Criticks, in every thmg
that it is, or was, or will be, posslble to say of
this young gentlew.on.  Now, as by virtue of
my office, a3 PrRosECTOR, I am prohibited from
copying, or borrowing, and hold myself ob-
liged to give my readers nothing but new plans,
new schemes, and ihe very newest inventions,
1 cannot venture to infringe upon the character
of our fraternity by repeating what ha$ been
said befme, and said sq often, that sope Cri-
tics seem to be e‘;h‘mstcd by violent dlSClldl‘gLS
of pane,gyrlc, and others have fallen down in
fits of apoplectlc prais¥, from a plethora of ad;
miration, which swelled and obstructed all the
organs of speech®.

In truth, my worthy friends the Criticks mdy

* After an account of young Roscius’s lllness, a paper
of Weduesday, (Dec. 19,) sums up in thege wotds : «“ We
cannot conclude without éxpressmc an anxious wish that
the mdlsposmou of Mastér,B. may prove slight, and’
that he may be speedily restored' to the prayers of 3 an ad-
miring people, who would be aisconsolate for his foss.””

E2
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afford a seasonable warning to their brethren,
who by absence, or ‘otherwise, have avoided the
prevailing contagioh. A man who vents his
praises at the rate of three columng of News-
paper per day, for a weck or two togcether,
must-suffer as the constitution does by copious
evacugtions: the presentcomplaintmay besome-
what relieved, but the patient is reduced to a
state of extreme weakness, and 1s 1 danger of
suﬂ'éring'more by izanition, than he could have
suffered by fulness. They have already, to
drop my physical metaphors, so completely ex-
hausted the English language of its panegyrical
phrases, and have so worn out-every superla-
tive that expresses praise or admiration, that
nothing seénts to be left for, them, but to con-
vey therr encqmi_u'ms, if they have any not used,
in some foresgif. language, such as French,
which is full of exclamatians, or perhaps Latin,
in which, if we look at the correspondence of
the ancient Literati, we shall find considerable
stores of compliment and flattery that have not
yet been ransacked. This might, indeed, be
unutelligible to many of their readers; but I
am not sure ‘whether it would be less edifying
than many of the criticisms presented to the
publick within the last fortnight. '

¢ It would have been a‘happy circumstance for
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some of these Critics, had they attended to an
advice which Dr. Jeohnson was accustomed °to
give; “ not to make use of worab of dispropor-
tionate meaning.”’ We certainly have lately
been favoured with words of that descrlptlon
applied in a manner which ridiculed the circunr
stance it was intended to elevate ; and this, as
I take it, proceeds from that excess of cutlmsm
in which some writers indulge themselves at the
same time that they prohibit it to others. They
appear to have so completely tuken the power
of judging into their own hands, that I know
not what their next _step may be, unless to put
all discrimination under a new species of Ex-
cise, and order, that no mai, shall employ the
faculties of his ovn mtud, without giving no-
tice to anc of these Critics. | Tois may, like
other extensions of the Excise, 'produce a cla-
mour,«as being<u infringergent on the liberties
df the subject; but yet, so ambitious are our
Theatrical Critics of a monopoly, that I should
not wonder if it,soon becomes as criminal for a
man to make his own remarks, as to make his
own candles. L

Blg words, hovsev'er, have had their day as
wel] as little worls. 4411:)‘11/ and & (’mmdous
have beén employed as often to deqcrlbc the.
scenes df a play, as formerly to depict the hor-
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rors of -an earthquake. Those who have hi-
therto trembled for the m'ussa}cres, rapine, and
cruelties of a successful invasion, have now been
taught to realize their ideas by the difficulties
they expenenced in the lobbies of the boxes,
and the avenues to the pit. The sufferings in
the Black-hole at Calcutta appear to have been
nnly gentie perspirations, compared to the ago-
nies of the ga.llerv staircase; and the difficulty
of the French mdkmg a landing on our shores
dwindles to nothing, when compared with the
struggles of ladies to get to their places. By
what means ‘the floors and the walls have been
hitherto preserved, we have yet to learn ; but
whoever reads the” torments of these theatrical
martyrs, and considers 'the language in which
they are detaﬂ'ed, may consider the earthquake
at Lisbon as a pleasant, fiction, or peruse the
destruction of Jerusalem with a dignified com-
posure.

* Words scem to he wanting, although as
many as our language affords. have been em-
ployed, to describe the fi'xppineﬁs of those who
survived 'the perils of squeezmg, and at length
reached their seats ; but of the sublime nature
of this happiness, the expressions 1 have seen
de some, doubtless, may have escaped me,)
give but a very faint idea. Instead of labour-
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ing, therefore, hereafter to describe these un-
speakable joys, our etiticks should pay them the
hlghest compllments possnble, by acknowledg-
ing their nability, .Lry] referring to some more
cxalted state of human being, in which higher
degrees of human felicity may be conceived and
enJoyed I would nothave them degrade 1t-by
comparxsons with an .ndmlsswn tqa coronatmn,
a full-dress ball, a grand x_‘(,)ut, or auy of the
petty mobs of this paltry world. They have,
indeed, and I should do them injustice not to
mention it ; they have attempted to give us an
idca of this happiness, by depicting the despair
that sat on thé countenances of those who were
disappointed, and who wamndered about the
streets ghe rest of €lie evening, forlorn and dﬂ-
jected, heyond all hopes of conuort Their si-
tuation must, mdccd h.ue ‘becn deplorable ;
and, in order tn repn,sent It, it was no doubt
equally judicious to horrow from the horrors of
an evil conscience, or a disordered imaginatien,
the looks and the language of the blackest de-
spair. Happy, probably, was it for many fa-
milies as well as md1v1duals, that the gloomy
month of Novetber wis o ’erpast hefore this ad-
ditional plague was inflicted on manking, this
trial beyoud all human ‘patience, this 'disap-’
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pointment before which the philosophy of
Athens and of Rome must. have stood aghast.
Some advaﬁtagés, indeed, seem to have re-
sulted from the curiosity_ which the diurnal cri-
ticks have excited. It appears that, while the
happy few who gained admittance were suffer-
ing inexpressible torments by heat and pressure,
medical assistance. was administered by the very
nature of, the amusement. We are told that,
repeatedly in the course of the evening, the au-
dience was electrified ; a.remedy which, I take
for granted, was suited to their respective cases,
although I have not medical knowledge enough
to judge whether this application of the powers
of the electric machine was equally proper in
all'. Looking, however, into the history of
clectricity, I am inclined to think it is wholly
new in theatrical matters; and I have yet to
learn how it operatcs unless in a newspaper. As
a remedy for numbness or stupidity, it may pro-
bably be of service to dramatic writers ; and, to
an audience incapable of moving a limb, it may
be useful by promoting the circulation. Upon
the whole, however, as our criticks have heen
ransacking all arts and sciences for terms of
praise. I rather think they have borrowed this
. ghrase to express some,of their inexpressible
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commendatlons, and that they mean no more
by it in a medical sense,-than a talkative man
when he tells a long story of his’ being struck
dumb.

Another advantage al:isirlg, in what'my cor-
respondent calls ¢ the present hurricane™ of ,
curiosity, is a contempt of danger. Notwith-
standing the highly-coloured pictures which
have bcen drawn of diﬂ"xcult}}’ and danger, to
xepresent which everyaccompaniment of plague,
war, famine, storm, and earthquake, has been
borrowed, thousands are every night eager to
repeat the experiment, and storm the avenues
to the theatres. * Fractures and bauises appear of
no consequcnce indeed, any lietle pain orincon-
venience they may be attcnded wnth has been to-
tally eclipsed by the grand and awful and tre-
mendous words emplm ed to express the appear-
ance and feelings of the mob Full of such ele-.
vating sentiments, and 1nammd big with mighty
ruin and sublime disasters, it would be a most.
ridiculous instance of the bathos to descend to
such inferior and common-life considerations as
fractures aud dislocations, band.lges and plais-
ters. And, while all due praise should be be-
stowed on this general tantempt of danger, let -
me not leave to a fugjtivé morning-paper to
record the superiority which so evidentlz ap-*
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peared on the part.of the fair-sex. Their cou-
rage appears not.only- to-have been great, but
successful, while that of the gentlemen was
soon exhausted. It appears by ‘all accounts
- that numbers of them fainted away ; a circum-
. stance rather new in the sturdy sex, and which,
whether intended as & compliment to the new
pérformer, such as no other performer ever re-
ceived, or as an effect of an exchange of consti-
tution between the sexes, may hereafter be at-
tended with very serious consequences. Let
those ladies look to this who have found a good
fit carried” off by a new carriage or a diamond
necklace, and henceforih guard the invaluable
privilege of hystericks against the masculine in-
trudes. o .

The last- advantage to which I shall advert
on this occasion is, the experience in military
.affairs which may be derived from the present
hurricane. We may see hence the advantuge
.of troops acting in a body. Small corps of men,
however brave, can effect no great purpose ; and
if they are not frequently brought together, and
disciplined in a body, there will be so many va-
rieties in their manner as wholly to discompose
them in the day of battle. «But let us look to
the effect when pit, box, and gallery, were bri-
“gaded : and when we are told that ¢ bolts, bars,
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guards, and constables,” could scarce .repress
their fury. I trust there has been nothing on
the French theatre to mure them to this species
of discipline. We heqr even that one young
gentleman provided himself with a palr of pis-
tols. This was, perhaps, going too far; but
in his excuse it may be said, that he was 5o
taken with the grand, awful, tremendous ac-
counts he read in the papers, as to determme. to
“¢ suit the word to the action, and the action to
the word.”

My correspondent will percei’ve that I have
now devoted nearlv the whole of my paper to
the subject of his request and I hope he will
be at no loss to understand Iny meaning, al-
though L feel at present "but very slight symp-
toms of the prevailing distemper. ‘1 am happy,
however, to inform Theatncus, and perhaps
other persons who may thigk such matters at-
this time beneath their attention, that as yet
no remarkable change has taken place in public-
affairs, notwithstanding the representations of
the newspapers: In France, for example, it
does not appear thdt the ngw Emperor post-
poned his coronatlon because it would appear
an affair of no consequence in the eyes of the °
English hation. The Courts of St. Petersburg,
Vienna, und Berlin, have not been so sengibly "

-
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affeeted by the strength of metaphor in our news-
«papersas toinstruct their ambassadorson the sub-
ject; and thereis even some reason to think that
the seizure of Sir George Rumbold has occupied
* mcre of their attention than either the first or
lest interview of ycung Norval with his mo-
ther. TheOttoman Ceurt is in too embarrassed
a situatron to ecnsider the state of our box-lob-
bies; and even the Pope, strange as it may ap-
pear, in his interview with his Imperial master,
experienced none of that pleasing electricity
which dehights our audiences. At home, our
n-nisters, T am well assured, are as actively
employed as ever in prep'armg to meet the fee,
either here, or Avherever there may be an op-
Portunity to repress his violence. This would
certainly not be the case had they read the
works of our dramatic critieks with the enthu-
»siasm which appears to have guided the writers;
but it is my business to state facts, and not to
.account for them. What the Parliament in-
decd may determine, it is impossible to say ;
whether-they will meet seldomer, that country
gentlemen may not be disuppointed, or whether
their sittings will be’ held int the morning in-
stead of the evening, that those who tuke places
may have time to penefrate to them. = All this
‘is uncertain ; but let us hope that their wisdom
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will direct them to what is best for the Nation
at large in this penlans crisis.  In the mean
while, I am happy to be ablt to add, that no
perceptible difference has «occurred in the affairs
of the Church; and that our places of public |
worship, although very well frequented, do.as
yet stand in no need of ¢ bolts, bars, guards,
or constables.” With respect to the Learned
World, ‘it appears that some ’mdwnduals have:
been carried down the stream ;- but the greater
i)art of our historians, autiquaries, pocts, and
philosophers, still continue their respective pur-
suits, without conceiving that they can in any
way he affected «by the populatia'm of the The-
atres, even though Garrick rosg from the dead.
The Royal and Anthualmn Sdciettes likewise
have agued to continue their meetmcrs, al=
though so near the scene of actipn.. As to the
City, I th(. not vet Brtenable to procure au-
theptic mtelllgcncc Shops, indeed, have been
shut up, and workmen have absconded at un-
usual hours; but there are hopes that the Cus-
toms and Excise Will nof exhibit any material
defalcation when their accompts come to be
laid on the table of the Hbuse of Commons.
Upon the whole, thmcforc, it is probable that
the system of life may yet be carried on, not-
withstanding the tremendous representations
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that have been made, and the colunins of vol-
canic criticism that are dmly poured upon the
'pubhck Judgment may resume its calm seat,
and praise be proporttoned to the,value of the
object ;.and, when wt have done with vulgar
curiosity, we may return to common sense.

THE PROJECTOR. N°39.

“Go, wondrbus creature ! mount where Science guides ;
Go, measure Earth, weigh Air, and States, and Tides ;
Instruct the Planet: in what orbs to run,

Correct old Time, and regulate the Sun.” ‘ PoPE.

e ———

+ December 1804.

In my thirteenth Projector, after a 'suitable
preface on the nature and divisions of time,
-1 took into consideration the contents of some
of our Almanacks; and having demonstrated
the 1nut111ty of Mr. Cardanus Rider’s mode of
computing . time, - and made some remarks on
the precepts he givesh for the consumption
thereof ; I laid beforé my readers the plau of a
New Almanack, which, I contended, would be
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far more useful to the fashionable world than
any heretofore mvented I shall not now re-
capitulate that plan ; but I framed.it with such
attention to the vast number of his Majesty’s
suhjects for whom it wag contrived, and I de-
monstrated its future popularity with so much
strength of argument, that if I am not greatly
mistaken, it appeared to all m _readers in the’
same hgl"lt as it did to myself. Itnow remains for -
me, at the diStance of two years, to express my
legret and wonder that it has never been adopt-
ed. Icertainly did expect that the learned body
whose province it isto regulate the motions
of the planets, and direct the course of human
affairs by land and sea, for the good of> the
publick, would immediately have given orders
to their prophets and soothsayers to prepare it
for the enbumg Autumu, in whigh case it would
have been printed ang*published in due time
for ,the 3zear 1803, and have ‘entered the lists
with Francis Moore, Vincent Wing, John
Partridge, and the rest of those worthies whose -
business it has beén for 3 century and a half to
instruct their fellow creatures in the revolutions
of kingdoms and weathery anll to give prospe-
Tity to statestoen, apd snn-shine to farmers. I
expected too, which I hope will not be thought
unreasonable, that the " Stationers’ Company
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would have presented me, at least; with their
freedom, if not with a little of that something
"which we Projectors stand more in need of. But
I am sorry to say, that, after waiting so long,
and so patiently, I cannot find that any notice
whatever has been taken of the matter ; and this
new Almanack of mine, calculated for the use
of the Fashionable World, has had no other
merit with .the publick than that of affording
a fresh proof, if such were wanting, that we
Projectors are a most unfortunate body of men,
and that the distance between plan and execu-
tion is one of the difficulties we can seldom get
over. i
Now, this with some men would be very dis-
couraging. » They would throw down their pens
un disgust, and endeavour to punish the world
by depriving it of their future labours : or they
would leave an insensivle and ungrateful coun-
try in a pett, aiid take their revenge in some
distant clime. But this, I trust, will not be my
case. Ishould, indeed, have excrcised the trade
and calling of a Projector to'little purpose for
the three last years, if 1 had not acquired a
smattering of the¢ philosophy which belongs to
the fraternity. So far am I, therefore, from
resenting the neglect I have met with, either
upon. the publick at largz, or upon the above
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learned corporation in pagticular, that I feel
myself at this moment disposcd to be as friend-
ly as ever with both, and as wiling to devote
my talents, such as they are, to their advan-
tage and cdification. o

In this meek and forgiving spirit, I shall
now, without proposing any more new Alma-
nacks, endeavour to serve the cause of stich
publlcatlom in general, by a few lemarks on
those which have appcared for the ensuing )ear
1805. And, in taking this liberty, I shall not
revive any of the remarks I formerly offered on
the astronomical, medical, or agricultural abi-
lities of Mr. Cardanus Rider. On the contrary,
I shall still connive at his wery unfashiznable
division of the yeay, and I shall®allow him to
plant his cabbages, aud take plysick, to sow
his oats and let blood, in any way he likes.
My attention shall bé principally directed tQ
those more uscful Philomatis and Prophets,
whose intimate acquaintance with the heavenly
bodies enables them to predict future events,
from a shower of rain .o the capture of a fleet,
and whocan penetrate with equal facility through
the darkness of a clowd and the des igns of a
council. To sucl *‘men_ too much praise cer-.
tamiy has not heen g‘lVL!l ; for what knowledge
can be comparable to that of him who can an- .

VOL. II. £
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nounce the decline of kingdoms as he would the
fall of snow ; and ‘who, tells with equal preci-
sion, when a.nation may go to war, Or a far-
mer to market; when'it is the praperest time
to fight, and when to plough; when it will be
happy times for Old England, and when there
will be rare hunting days for Country Squires ;
when it will be wise to conclude a peace, and
when proper to dig a potatoe.

Upon a careful review, however, of the va-
rious productions of Mr. Francis Moore and his
brethren for the ensuing year, I cannot help re-
marking, that there is a visible decline in the
certainties of their prognostications ; and, if I
may be permitted to coin a word, a want of
positivity in (heir assertions. This appears to
me so very striking, that T really and firmly
believe certain events may take place in 1805,
which my old friend Mr. Moore has omitted,
and which, consequently, will come upon the
publick somewhat unexpectedly. Yet, I do not

“wish to make this a formal accusation against
the Journalists of the Celestidl bodies. I am
aware that thcy may plead, with certain frail
temales, that ¢ their stars are more in fault
than they;” but, it is my business to statc the
fact as it appears in my apprehension, that they
-nay endeavour to rouse their antient spirit of
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prophecy,’ and keep the world from any « of those
accidents with whichyeas we had no idea of their
happening, we kuow not what to do. I cer-
tainly do net think it fair in these gentlemen to
send us a pestilence or’a republick without a
regular invoice.

I should be very sorry, at the same time, to
msmu’tte that the gift of prorrnostlcatlon is de-
partmg from us. We have long ugoy ed the

.honour of possessing the first conjurers in the
world ; and it would be a pity to lose our cha-
racter in that respect, and to be able to talk of
nothing but what A«d happened. I,am hopeful
that there is orly a certain degree of remissness
on the part of our soothsavers., owing, perhaps,
as I have already hinted, to’ sorfie® misunder-
shndmg between them and the plfmets I own
that Mr. Moore, who is, in my opinion, facil-
lime princeps, and has’long been the most in-,
tipate friend the Zodiack ever had, has some
reason to blame his informants, particularly
with respect to a certain Emperor, whose mo-
tions are far more difficult to trace than those of
the planets. Owing, probably, to such disap-
pointments, and.to a_visiblé coolifess between
the Sun and him, Mr. Moore’s sensibility _may
be Hurt, and he may | have determined te be

more wagy and circamspect in his arrangement-
r 2 ’
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of the affairs of Eurgpe. T own he has a great
deal at stake; a character of very antient stand-
ing, and a populanity far beyond his brethren ;
and, were such a man to miss an earthquake,
or skip* over a volcano, 1t might be of very se-
rious consequence to him.

I am extremely willing, my readers may per-
ceive, to put the hest construction upon such
aberrations from the certainty of prophetic nar-
rative ; but truth compels me to speak out, and
I must therefore farther observe, that the ahove
learned Author is, in my humble opinion, par-
ticularly shy and peery about what will happen
next year. Upon a careful examination of him,
month by month, a curious enquirer hardly
knows whdt Yo make of 1805, nor whether he
ought to he,merry or sad, to stay at home or
walk abroad; whether to prepare his candles
for an illumination, ‘or pack up his goods for a
flight. He speaks, indeed, of ¢ remarkable
transactions in wmundanc affairs;” but, alas!
who does mnot know that all our transactions
now-a-days are remarkable?* We might, in-
deed, be satisfied if he would so far forget his
former &isappoi11tﬁ1erlts, or conquer the delicacy
of his reserve, as to say; in so many words,
what these transactions are to be. Are te to

“behold the risc of another young Rogcius ? or
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is it only that inferior obJect of curiosity,another
new Emperor ? Does e allude to changes in
the Ministry, or in the climate? Are houses to
fall, or only statesmen ? Are the intestine com-
motions he speaks of, to proceed from the
growth of dlsaﬂ'ectlon, or from symptoms of
dysentery ? Is the g'reat bustle he predchs, 0
proceed from a check given ¢ invasion, or to
perspiration ?  These surely are matters which
a friend to his country and constitution would
wish to know ; but, Iam sorry to add, he will
find very little information where he had most
reason to expect it. *

One very bad sign of declension I observe in
all the astrologers of 1805 ; #nd th'tt 1s, thc use
of such.vulgar words as <1 hopp, > and «“1
féar.” What, in the name of wonder, have
prognosticators to do with hopes and fears ? and
why skould they, like coffee-house politicians,
antuse their readers with a cargo of perhapses
and supposes, which only ¢ make darkness vi-
sible,” and which have time out of mind been
the exclusive property *aund plague of conumon
mortals, who cannot see into futurlty? Surely
other people, who boast no acquamt.mce with
the stars, and never * heaxd any anecdotes of Ju- -
viter and Mercury, Mags and Venus, can hope
and fear’ with as much joy and trembli'n_g, as
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Mr. Mcore, Mr. Wibg, or Mr. Partridge. From

nien of their profound science, we have a right
to expect somethmg more to be depended on;
and I must add, that conjectures and pcrhdpses,
on their part exhibit a woeful departure from
their acc ustomed certainty in former days, when
all their information ‘was strengthened with
shall or will, artd' when they wuuld rather speak
nonsense than not spcak plainly.

These remarks, which I offer with great re-
luctance, and, as my readers may perceive, with
the best intentions, I might extend to the wea-
ther which our friend l“mnqu Moore and his
brethren have been pleased to pxepare for the
ensuing year. 'There are, cven in a matter of
such comparative inferiority, symptoms of he-
sitation and irresolution which surprize me.
Francis, for example, in a case of fine weather,
“ hopes it may continue.” Now, is theie a
clown or ploughboy in the kingdom who can-
not hope this as well as Mr. Moore > Had he
not better told us at once whether it would con-
tinue or not ?

Indecd, the whole of this department of pro-
gnostlcatlon fm 1805 glves me much uneasiness:
I cannot in conscience say ‘that I like the wea-
ther they have provided. They change it four
“or five times every month, which is surely too
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much. We have been often reproached,-by fo-
reigners, with the Gaﬁal)iljty and inconstancy
of our climate ; but why should” our conjurers,
who are really very loyal subjects in the main,
encourage such slanders at the expence of their
country ? And, setting aside this consideration,
why should they mak: such arrangements.of
weather, that a party cannot venture ona jaunt
for a week, without being interrupted by some
of Mr. Moore’s  drizzly rains,” or of Mr. Par-
tridge’s ¢ cold winds ?”

I must remark too that I see no very encou-
raging prospects in either the spring or the sum-
mer we are to have. These prognosticators
have iudeed provided some showers, and some
heat ; but, on the.other hand, it must be ob-
served, they are more than usuzlly niggard of
their thunder, and that a good deal of their
lightning scems proci'astit;ated beyond its usual
ttme. Their winter, too, is not mixed up with
their usual judgment. They seem very prema-
ture with their gnow, and give us an intolerable
quantity of frost, whith many will think very
hard. At the same time, I am willing to ac-
knowledge, thit they manage some parts of
their winter very-(lecenﬂy ; their foggy morn--
ings are few, which will be mighty convénient
in thes¢ invading times ; and it will not be dif- .
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ficult .for most people to kecp at home during
the small quantity of sleet they have provided.
It is but justice to state this last circumstance
in their favour. T certainly am inciined to re-
present the matter fairly as it is, and 1 only
wish they had been as cantious as mysclf to ad-
vauce.nothing but what.is strictly seasonable.

To what this perceivable fulling off in the
certainty of our annual prophecics is owing, I
shall not pretend to determine; but ¥ may be
permitted to speculate for the good of all partics.
I have hinted at onc cause, and there ::ay be
others. No.munguam bonus dormite! Ifome-
rus. Even astrologers may have their moments
of mental relaxation : and, as they are all men
of very advanced age, they may probably not
see so far ints futurity, as when youpger and
more lively. If, however, it be mere inatten-
tion on their parts, I l'mpe they will take the
hint that is thus kindly given them, and apply
with more precision to the weather and politics
of 1806, the * mundane affairs of which may
be very remarkable.”

But, as a farther proof of-my impartiality, I
shall close this paper with-an attempt towards
an apology for my old frjends,which is probably
not far from the truth. We all know that
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¢ymundane affairs” have « most wondesfully
increased of late years, and :dmt the foresight
of only one branch of them is really as much as
can reasonably be cxpcctg‘d from the small num-
ber of prophets we keep in pay. Now, it 1s cer-
tain, that if we give a man ten times the work
he has been accustomed to, and do not give him
ten timgs the abili ity to pufmm i, we ought
not to compluin if some of it should not be very
well finshed.  This seems to have been pre-
cisely the case with our prophets. ¢ Mundane
affairs” have increased upon them i the inverse
ratio of their time and knowledge ; and yet we
expect that they should be as copious 'md cor-
rect as wicn puhtxb and weather were mme re-

gular and nelligible.  Some addition, there-
fore, sepins ahsolutely wecessary toebe made to
the number of these ;_r,on.demen' Borrowing a
hint from the Gmcnhnult in which we find
Secretaries of Siate for the Aome department,
and Secretaries of State for the foreign depart-
ment ; I would hkew;\c, have LOll}uI‘OlS appoint-
ed for these m‘partmnnts (I mean in the alma-
nacks), who ought mot to mterfere with each
other. Some T wt.sid .uppomt to watch the mo-
tions of Irence, and’ others those of Holland,
Spain, Tarkey, &c.; aud some I would corifine
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entirely to our own climate, and to the useful
business of supplying farmers with regular quan-
tities of rain and sunshine. All writers on po-
litical ceconomy are égreed on the wonderful
effects of the division of labour; and I hope I
- may suggest, without disrespect, that our con-
jurers have hitherto failed, principally by the
distraction necessarily attending a multiphcity
of business: it was not to be expected, for
example, that a man watching the motions of
foreign courts could at the same time be equally
assiduous in bringing thunder-storms and hail-
stones améng us; and I must add, that when
a prognosticator was dipping into the secrets of
statesmen, or attending to the fate of armies, it
was not respectful to call hmm from such import-
ant affairs, to explain the Northern Lights, or
gauge the water at London‘bridge.

I have now ventured to suggest some reflec-
tions on these momentous topics ; and I hope
there will be time to take them into considera-
tion before our prophets begin to consult the
stars for another year. Had I not prolonged
my lucebration to.its full size, I meant to have
suggested‘ some other improvéments, but these
I sball reserve for a future'occasion. Perhaps
the time of peace, shorld it ever comé, will be
more proper for new attempts, because then the
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failure of them will be of less consequence. Tt
is during war only that we, have to lament
lack of conjurors, and a want of fores:ght

THE PROJECTOR. N¢ 4o0.

¢¢ Pleasure ’s the mistress of the world below ;

And well it was for man that pleasure charms :

How would all stagnate, but for pleasure’s ray !

How would the frozen stream of action ccase !

What is the pulsesof this*so busy world?

The love of pleasurc : That, through ev'ry vein,
Throws motion, warmth, and shuts out dgath from life.”

Youxe
e )

- Jetnuary 1805.

AT the commencenent of a New Year, it is
ustal, with persons of a serious disposition, not
only to indulge themselves in reflections on the
shortness and ungertainty of time, but to divert
the attention of others to topics which, if they
are not often recol'lected apd improved, wﬂl
one day, recur w:th such irresistible force, and
with such a weight "of conscious neglect, as to'
overwhelm them with despair. The Cler; gy ge-
nerally Iay hold of this opportunity of exhorting
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theirflocks to a dne cousideration of the value
of time ; and some. of my predecessors have not
been less attentive to those considerations which
are particularly uscful at a season when it is al-
most impossible for the most insensible not to
entertain some memory of the past, and some
apprehension for the fature.

But while we* must applaud the zead of all
who labour to fix the thoughts of the giddy, and
check the levity of the inconsiderate, it has
often occurred to me that, in speaking of the
shortness of time, they seem to have accom-
modated thcemselves to the feelings and senti-
ments of only one part of their rcaders. To that
part, time does, indeed, appear so short, that
they arc afraid they must frequently aniss the
essentials of “duty, or neglect the imterests of
business ; that they must either become rich at
the expence of happincss, or happy at-the ex-
pence of riches. If this choice be perplexing,
it is dangerous ; and such, therefore, need fre-
quently to be reminded, that virtue and in-
dustry cannot be interrupted with impunity,
and that pleasurc and idleness, long continued,
will weaken the powefs by which only the bu-
siness of life can be carried 6n with advantage,
and by which only the approach of dcath may

be viewed without dismay.
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But there is another class to which my
readers must have often Percelved T havé had a
respect in these lucubratlons, who hold an opi-
nion so verv differcnt from the above, that it
would be perhaps an insult to address them on
the shortness of time. So firmly are they con-
vinced that time is intolerably long; that it is’
their whole employment to devise the meanseof
making. it shorter and more bearable. - By them
it seems to he considered as an immense fund,
of which they can neither calculate the amount,
nor see the end; a fund not like those in the
Bank, of which the interest only is drawn out,
but so apparently 1nexhaust1ble, that they ima-
gine the principal can never bL seriously dffect-
ed by the most profuse deductlons * Indeed, the
languagt, of this class so clearly marks their
opinion, that I cannot illustrate, it more for-
cibly, than by appealipd to their peculiar ph] a-
seglogy, their ¢ spending” or ¢ consuming”
time ; which, as they say, * bhangs heavy on
their hands, which thev know not what to do
with,” and whith in ¢ertain situations (as in
the country, or at home, or in sickness, or du-
ring a rainy season) hecomts intoloraf)le, and
has introduced a discase pecuh'u to this class,
called ennus. This word is imported from
France, where, however, some travellers tell
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us, it does not rage with such violence as in
our own country, probably owing to their using
a preventive called Zive la Bagatelle.

But it is more usunal with this class of persons
to consider Time as an enemy, whom they are
boraud to kill, and kill, I am sorry to say it, in
“the most cruel manner imaginable; namely, by
plsce-meal That Time is their enemy, I am
very ready to allow ; every man will fiud an
enemy in the person whom he ought to employ,
and yet will not employ ; but I would submit
it to their consideration, both with respect to
the articles of humanity and courage, whether
they really thmk that thcy take the most li-
beral‘or honour able means to conquer him. To
me it appears that not one of them will attack
him single-handed : two or three will sometimes
make an attemnpt, ar.d perhaps kill an hour ; but
they seem to deal most in conspiracies, which
are no proof of valour. Of late years. it has
been found to require numerous coufederacies
and combinations of force to accomplish any
great purpose with their enemy; and even that
great purpose, as they would fain affect to call
it, is of sc little consequence,, that at the end
of a campaign no progress | whatever seems to
be made in weakening the enemy, or providing
for their own security from his future attacks.



Ne 40. THE PROJECTOR. 79

In proof of this, the most aged combatanjts in
such engagements hgve oftefl confessed ‘that it
was “all vanity and vexation’ of spirit.”

There are some circumstances, however,
which distinguish this warfare from all gthers,
and which it may not be amiss to point out. -It
may properly be said to last the whole year; for_
what in other wars forms the period of winter
quarters', during which there is a cessation of
hostilities, is’here the briskest part of the cam-
paign. Then the combined powers are in
greatest force, and, in their opinion, are able
to make the principal stand against the enemy.
On the contraryy in the summer, which is the
period of most vigorous actiqn between other
enemies, thelr powers are most ladguid, al-
though assisted by certain operatjons on thé
coasts of Kent and Sussex, where the enemy is
in considerable force ; ainid By masquerades, ass
races, public breakfasts, and other light troops,
which are not known in the armies of any other
potentate in Europe. The winter, in fact,
whatever the severity of the weather may be, is
the hottest period of the campaign between
Time and his enemies, and the pe'nod when,
by the vast accessigns made to their troops,
they are enabled to entrench themselves in +he
metropolis, and defy shis ‘attacks, or sally forth
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in great numbers, and display their contempt of
bim. It is also peculiar to this warfare, that
no man thinks himself accountable for what he
does, and that no amtbition of rank or prece-
dency' is known. Hence it is that their com-
~ maaders are of a very singular kind, and such,
T am afraid, as will not rank with the Marl-
horoughs and Eugenes of future history. It
toay look a little singular that last year, about
this time, they were commanded by a dog, and
this year by a boy; circumstances which will
require an extraordinary portion of gravity in
the historion, to prevent his narrative from run-
ning into burlesque. Indeed, -I remember the
time” when a learned pig commanded large de-
tachments’; and such is their innate courage, or
hatural zeal for the combat, that the,) will exert
these qualities Without the least concern for the
rank, sex, or even spcclef of the personages who
call them forth. A hottle conjurer, an old wo-
man fencing, an Egyptian Bey, a mad horse,
a man in the pillory, or a Middlesex candidate,
arc equally acceptable.—Routs, such as are
common in the winter scason, (that is, in May
and June,)'may be re¢koned pitched battles he-
tween the belligerent powers; and let it not be
thought that they are altogether bloodless cn-
gagements; unless, indeed, with Shakspearc’s
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clown, we reckon “ breaking of limbs sport for
the ladies.” But qn this fast subject 1 haye
expatiated so largely in some of my former lu-
cubrations, that I hope I may be excused from
farther notice of them. I must add, hbwever,
with a reference to our preseut cons1deratrons,l
that they are esteemed the best military schools
for thls species of warfare; and the youth of
both sexes are accordingly recommended ‘to
take lessons at them, and are regularly intro-
duced by their careful parents for that wise pur-
pose. In such places, if they do not learn how
to combat the enemy, they at least acquire a
due contempt for him, and all that hostility of
mind which is a perpetual bag to peace. °

It may be remarked, .that althduph this- spe-
cies of warfare differs from all pther, in the
points I have just mentioned, and 4n more which
might be mentioned, .particularly the active co-
operation of both sexes in the ¢ tented field ;”
yet it perfectly agrees with them in this one re-
spect, that the seat of war is as frequently
changed. It reSembles our English wars 1n
this particularly, that the seat of it is seldom at
home. About two yeare agd it was removed to
France, where a consnderable body of our best .
troops, well equlpped ‘and clothed, went to
make a, diversion i favour of those they had

VOL. II. G
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left behind ; but circumstances, not worth de-
tailing here, obliging them to turn their diver-
sion into a precipitate retreat, they have re-
mained since in considérable disorder, and have
never been able to rally against the enemy in
'auv—» great force. Their idea, however, of an
‘alhan,cc with the French was a master-stroke,
and the hn]mc of it must be decply regretted by
every encmy to Tune, who now hangs on th\
rear of the troops. If he catches a few strag-
glers, he cxerts all his cruelty on them, and at
all times is particularly inhuman to the sick and
wounded. The latter, indeed, suffer so much
in this war, that upon theiraccount only it were
to be wished termns of accommodation could he
proposed ; but while they continue to set so
little value o, the enemy, I despair of so fa-
vourable a termrnation.

In this state of mattérs, and with the pro-
spect of another }ear befoxc us, it becomes the
duty of every person, to whom Time is an enc-
my, to consider by what means he is to be as-
sailed, and what preparations 'may he required
for the approaching season. , Of these I hear of
very few, and 1 fear there i 1s a languor and want
of vxgour prevdxlmg D every dcp’xrtment Itis
no doubt m y business, as a Projector, to apply
my skill to all extraordinary. emergencigs ; but,



Ne 40. THE PROJECTOR. 83

as I have not the honour to belong to the class

of whom I am speaking, I “do not sympathve

so tenderly with them as, to Yeel any remarkable

stimulus on the occasion. Indced, it has never
been known that any Projector belonged to this
class. Our stock of time is like all our othex:.
stocks, scarcely sufficient for our necessities, and,

we must husband the little we h.wc with great
care, instead of flattering ourselves that we ate
burthened with a surplus. I shall, however,
propose that the parties of whom I have been

speaking should assemble in some spacious hall
or room, and take into consideratiqu the wants

of the appreaching season, and how they are to
be provided for; what additional ahsurdities
may be_ introduced, and what farther insults
may be offered with impunity to the religion or
laws of the land ; dnd, dltl\ough-l seldom de-
scend so low as ro frame an advertisement, yet,,

pesha 1ps, the following may “afford an outline,

and it is very much at their service.

“The Consumrrs of Time are desired to
meet at the Racket Tavern, on the dav of
—— to take into. consideration the, present
gloomy state cf theiv Mairs, and’ provide for
the exigencies of the six months following.”

When-I observed that few schemcs h.lve yet
been announced to fill uP the miserable vacan-

a2
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cies of time and thoyght for the season, I ought
to,have mentioned, that, saccording to the in-
formation of the néwspapers, a new theatre is
to be built, and supported by subscription, on
which all the performers, male and female, are
‘to be children under a certain age. This, as
far as it goes, looks well, as it has in so many
insiances been found, that children’s play 1s
highly atiractive. It will also have another
powerful recommendation, by affording a more
easy, because a more early way, of training up
young females in the way that many of the sub-
scribers will wish them tb go, and from which,
when they are old, there is not much chance
that they will depart.

But, if we¢ except this equally rational and
philanthropic, plan, I am afraid that the class
of persons, who complain of the length of time,
are entering upon another year very scantily
provided with the means of existence, or of liv-
ing with any degree of comfort. Should they,
therefore, decline the proposal I have made, to
assemble together und  endeavour to do some-
thing for themselves, which, I allow, is at all
times particularly difficalt and irksome, I would
fain hope that some charitable and well-disposed
persens may take their unhappy case into con-
sideration, and invent some means of furnishing
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them with such a quantity of frivolities and fro-
lics as may make Lfe bearable.. We have an
admirable society for beffering the condition of
the Poor ; but I cannot help thinking, that the
condition of the Rich is fully as deplorable. "
Difficulties, indeed, would naturslly present
themselves in obstruction to the wisest plan hu’
manity might propose ; and nne of the chief of
these difficulties is, the wonderful conceit of
these objects. This 1s well described in an old
book, which being scarce among them, and the
passage not very long, I wll transcnbe “Thou
sayest, I am rich, gnd increased with goods,
and have need of nothing, and knowest not that
thou art wretched, and mlserable,- and poor,
and blind, and naked.’ —-Surely, such objects,
wherever difficulties are in the 'va};, deserve the
pity and active henevolence of a nation, so dig-
nified by its many publlc and private chantable
cstablishments. T am happy to observe, that
some means of rclief have been very strongly re-
commended of late years, both from the pulpit
and the press; and I shall be yet more happy,
if the addition of my feehle testimony cah in any
degree corroborate the fact, so often repeated
and so seldlom rémembrered, that a lover of
amusement is the most foolish, and an idle per-
son the most miserable of all human beings.
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Though only few possess

Fatrician treasures, or imperial state ;

Yet Nature's care, to all her children just,
With richer treasures and an ampler state
Endows at large whatever happy mau

Will deign to use them.  1iis the city’s pomp,
The rural honours his. Whate’er adorus

The princely dome, the colnnn, and the arch,
The breaching marbles and’ the sculptur’d gold,
Beyond the proud possesso's nartow claim,

His breast enjoys.” AKENSIDE.

February 1803.

I ~ perusing the Jucubrations of a Projector
who flourished about the beginning of the last
century, which werc lent to me a few days a'go
by a friend, I had occasion to remark the slow
progress we ijectorq make in a long course
of time towards any amelioration of our condi-
tion, or any-advancement of our reputation with
the world. It may be observed indeed that, in
all ages, our state of worldly prosperity ‘has been
nearly. the same, and that yery little alteration
is perceivable either in our wardrobe or our trea-
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sury, from the days ‘of queen Anne to tlose of
king George I1I. This then would be poor en-
couragement to persist in our callings, or to
propagate the breed of Projectors, had,not we
some secret store In reserve, some privatc soyrce
of consolation, of which we cannot be robbed
by others, and which cannot easily be dijni-
nished-by ourselves. And thig appears, from the
lucubration avhich I have just read, te be that
wonderful faculty which Projectors possess of
drawing upon the Imagination to supply the
deficiencies of ¢ hnuﬁsv and Land.”

Of this faculty I have been thr.oughout life
so sensible of the benefits, that 1 may. truly
say I owe to it, it not all,.)'et ~ery much of
that philosophy whicli cnables me to go
through the world w it‘l}<)ut the ni(l.‘ of riches and
honours ; aud that placid tcm‘per with which I
can enaure with comp.osm‘c those circumstances’
of privation «nd disappointment that would ex-
cite grief and despair in other men.  The Plea-
sures of the Imagination are indeed such excel-
lent substitutes for what the world usually sets
its heart upon, thdt the mwan who c¢in enter
keenly into the 'trai.n'of thoughts which Ima-
gination inspires, *has less cause for cnvy than
any human being i eaistence.  There is no-
thing, However great and distant, but what
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Imab'ma ion can bring near and supply ; and
it has many advantages ‘above all other sources
of wealth. I may mention one, which I think
will recommend it even to the avaricious, and
certainly to the industrious; and that is, we
may draw upon it by night as well as by day.
No fountain of wealth, property, or happiness,
can boast'of -this' fullness and convenience of
access; and hence it is that Projectors are so
frequently known to pass those hours in the
enjoyment of supreme delights, which other
men lose in a suspension, if I may s speak, of
existence itsélf. Hence also it 1s, that Projec-
tors are morc destrous of sleep than most other
men, because the relief and the pleasures it af-
fords are more pcculiarly suited to the circum-
stances of meén who have but a small share of
the day-light concerns of the world. Hence
too, in some of their plans and'schemes for the
good of mankind, we are enabled to discover
very little difference between their sleeping and
waking thoughts, or to ascertain whether they
are the productions of the desk or the pillow.
Now, I would have my readers attend to
these remarks on the uses of the night-season,
On uccount of this subject having been neg-
lected, very many and gross mistakes have been



Ne 41. THE PROJECTOR. 89

made, and are daily making, in estimating the

ages of men. It is‘generally thought if we

know the year in which a man was born, and

the year in which he dled we have nothing

more to do but subtract the former from the lat-

ter in order to obtain his age. But no process.
can be more fallacious. It is a mean sacrifice

of philasophical reasoning to arithmetical cal-

culation. It is immolating the wisdom of Ba-

con, and Boyle, and Newton, at the shrine of

Cocker, and Dilworth, and Fenning. The

true way to ascertain how long a man has lived,

is to reckon how long he has slept,* as well as

waked ; and if we take our estimate in this way,

we shall, I am afraid, discover many ref)uted

old men who have been eut off in their prime,

and some voung persons who have died of old

age. But I must quit this digression, which I

thought very necessary to be introduced in this .
plate ; and return to my immediate subject.

So extensive are the means, and so great the
exertions of him who can draw on his Imagi-
nation, that the world*has not been content
with supposmg hime capable of constructing a
cottage, or a country «house, but has even at-
tributed to him thes honour of building castles,
a species of architecture, so long disused in‘this
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island, that we can, _contemplate what it was only
by the imperfect light whith some splendid ruins
afford us. 1t is true; indeed, they tell us, that
we Projectors build-our castles in the air, and
they think they have offered an objection both
.witty and decisive. But, for my own part, I
canrot admit it as a fair objection ; it appears to
me an unregsonzble sneer, since, in every spe-
cies of architecture, it is a maxim of incontes-
table authority, that the foundation should cor-
respond with the superstructure ; and this is no
more than what we propose in constructing those
splendid edifices which constitutec much of the
happiness of our lives.

Some writers, who affect to despisc the race
of Projectors, have instituted comparisons bhe-
tween real aid imaginary happinese; bet their
distinctions are so subtle as to elude our grasp,
and, I suspect, are not very well calculated to
suit the understandings of those who are more
ardently engaged in the pursuit of what they
call happiness. When, however, they descend
to particulars, it is plain that all the difference,
in point, of utility and safety, is clearly on the
side of imagination. ‘Crede quod habes, et
habgs. What, for exampley is it to me whose
park I walk in, or whpse canal I sail upon,
when T have all the enjoyment which the park
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and the canal yield‘? and enjoy them (as the
Poet says from wholh I have borrowed my
motto)

¢ Beyond the proud possessor’s narrow claim ”

Upon this principle, I have for many yeérs..
been repairing my forttne, and repaying my-
self for all the losses of my PrRosEcroRATE, by
allotting to myself very extensive pl’operty in
the city of London, and other parts of the
United Kingdom. It is probable T am at this
moment the véry richest subject in his Majesty’s
dominions ; and I have no fear, thas, after spe-
cifying the varidus itéms of my.estates, I shall
have an unpleasant summons from the Com-
missioness of the Property Tax. f can, in de-
fiance of the powers with which they are in-
vested, hint that I look upon *St.*James’s and
Hyde purks as my own, and Uemploy them for.
the purposes of walking or riding for air and
exercise, as I may find myselt disposed. And,
before I go farther, I may observe, that the con-
veyance of this property to me is clear, and no
flaws can be found in the title-deeds of Imagina-
tion. T have no occasion to perple.x myself or
my readers with abstrusc.discussions on the dif-
ference between propergy in esse and in posse,
nor inqdire whether these pleasant spots are
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mine de jure or de facto. Ideal tenures nei-
ther admit nor require*thé ingenuity of counsel
on such questions ; and this I hold o be one of
the great advantages which Imagination has
over parchment.

But besides these places, which are particu-
larly calculated for heatth, I possess likewise all
those ornamenta: goods and chattels wkich are
dlsplayed in the windows of the shops from
Piccadilly to Whitechapel church. Of gew-
gaws and trinkets I have consequently a very
large collection ; and it will not be denied that
I have all that gewgaws and trinkets can give,
the pleasure of looking at them, and admiring
the ihgenuity and variety of the manufacture.
My collection of jewels, prints, paintings, &c.
is by the sante right very extensive; and, what
I prize much more, I have several libraries,

«particularly one of the noblest'in the kingdom,
which is kept for me at Montagu-house, si-
tuated in Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury.
This library, too, is dear to a projecting mind,
because it is rich in an extensive collection of
manuscript treasures, all which are mine when-
ever I please to make ust of them, free of the
smallest expence. .

As to females, if I may be permitted to make
such 4 bold transition (which I know ‘will give
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some readers a very high notion of the value of
imaginary possessions), although Iam a man of
very strict morality, I have a certain property
in every sparkling eye dnd rosy cheek that I
meet in the streets ; and it is evident that'much
pains are taken to heighten these beauties by,
artificial ornaments. I must say, however, that
of late years I have been deprived of a certain
part of this property, consisting pl'inéiEally of
auburn hair and flaxen locks, &c. which 1 was
wont to admire. In lieu of these, I see certain
frizzled tops, and what are called bulls fore-
heads, which appear-to me so very extraordi-
nary, that it requires the full force of my powers
of imagination to prevent myemistaking them
for wigs. I must also remark, that, in lieu of
the nnglets, &c. which were so mruch admired
some years ago, it has of late been thought pro-
per to expose other parts, which I never could .
consider as my own, because they evidently
appeared to be private property. I shall say
no more on this subject at present, lest it may
appear a digression; but I hope the hint will
be taken. . .
Perhaps, therefore, it Wetter becomes my gra-
vity to enumerate thé number of churches gnd
chapels which I appropx;iate to my use, one or
another, just as I please. This I consider as
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the most valuable and inalienable part of my
estate. It has often beefi‘endangered, however,
and particulatly a few years ago, by a gang of
desperate villains, supposed to be instigated by
persons abroad ; but their endeavours were soon
- discovered, and timely frustrated. Since then
my posses'sion has been calm and undisturbed ;
and I must say that I am frequently very highly
ggratiﬁed with the pains which my chaplains
take to induce me to repeat my visits. I often
wish I had it in my power to reward their ser-
vices as they deserve; but that, I am sorry to
say, is not one of the works of Imagination.

I fnight enumerate many other items of my
London property, particularly a copious list of
‘amuscmerits which suit my fancy, begause they
are simple and without expence ; but the above
may suffice 1o shew what the wealth of Ima-
gination can purchase,’ and.above all, what
contentment follows each purchase. By -the
same tenure, however, 1 hold considerable
estates in the country. All the picturesque
scenes, as far as I can-travel or see, arc mine ;
and whatever i1s delightful or amusing at our
watering-places belongs:to me. Besides some
very extensive parks and greunds cultivated and
ornamented, which I, enjoy with a*zest un-
known to the nominal proprietors, Ihave some
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very fine buildings and capital libraries atOx-
ford and Cambridge, "wlwnever I choose to visit
them. Every road I travel. over yiélds me abun-
dance of luxuriant pr ospects, which none can
alienate ; and, when I am passing a few weeks ‘
among those objects, I fancy myself reaplng.
my harvest, or collecting my rents; for v-hat
more can a proprictor havc than all that an ob-
ject yleldb ? '

This statement of my effects will, I trust con-
vince the enemies of Projectors, that they are
neither so poor nor so despicable as they wish to
represent them. Let the matter be brought
fairly to the test. Let their real pleasures be
compared with our ideal enjovments ; let that
which never satisfies be breught into competltlon
with that thch always yiclds content; let them
be compared n the enjoyment and in the conse-
quences of them ;, and then let the question be
answered, which is the happier man ?

But it is not only with regard to property
that we Sous of Imagination have advantages
to counterbalance’ the uc:lect of the world.
The same source supplies us with -arioug other
topicks of consolation, anl with variou: checks
to that ambition which destroys such numbers
of mankind. Projectors are we ell known to have
that universal idol ‘powsr. Is a Projtctor
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despised by the great ones of the earth, by the

gulers of nations, and the members of councils and
of senates ? Behold him in his closet dispensing
the blame or praise that never dies un those very
persons, sometimes with the gravity of histori-
cal detuil, sometimes with the characteristic jus-
tice of biography, and sometimes with the se-
verity of lampoon. It was but a few days ago
a Projecror complained to me, that he had nar-
rowly escaped being trodden under-foot by the
spirited horses which drew Lord ’s carriage;
““ and yet,” he added, ¢ that man does not re-
collect that, if he dies before me, I shall write
his life!”—It is wonderful, indeed, how little

notice is taken of such Projectors, when we con-

sider how much is in their power, and how fond

'all men whq have power are of displaying it.
And even their. courage towards the living is
often formidable. If they decline encountering
superior rank and wealth on any other groand,
they will meet them undaunted in a news-paper,
a poem, or a novel, and give themselves a su-
periority which cannot be contested but by those
who wield an equal pen. Still, however, I am
inclined to own that these are only external ad-
vantages, and are not to be rated higher than
they deserve, nor compared with the ideal satis-
factions I have been detailing. ]
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Before I conclude my paper, it may be.ntces-
sary, for the completioneof the subject, to add,
that, however highly we estimate' the pleasures
of Imagination, there are some thmgs which
cannot be accomplished by the utmost stretch of .
fancy. It appears to be perfectly uscless on
quarter-day, and to have no power whatever ir in
supplying either the kitchen or the wardrobe
It makes no figure upon ’Change, and. never
was heard of within the walls of the Bank.
There are no imaginary three per cents, no ideal
dividend-warrants. It will not be listened to at
a meeting of creditors, and never was known to
supersede a bankruptcy. I do net wish, there-
fore, to be the encomiast of Imagmatlon with-
out fairly stating its failngs ; and I would re-,
commepd these to the attention of my brother
Projectors.  Other persons will not need the
caution, as they think of uothlng else. Butyet -
let it be remembered, that Imagination will mo-
derate the wishes it cannot exclude, and provide
ample substitutes for anxious cares and turbu-
lent desires. Those who have learned content-
ment with simple pleasures, and to delight in
the satisfactions which refined socnety yields ata
cheap rate, will think themselves

“ Supremely blest, if to-their portlon fall
Health, competence, and peace.”
VOL. IL H



( 98 )

THE PROJECTOR. N¢42.

¢ Qui fit, Maxcenas, ut ncmo, quam sibi sortem
Seu ratio dederit, seu fors objecerit, illa
Contentus vivat HoRAT. Sat.
. .

March 1805.

F or some weeks past, the conversation of the
Town, that is, such part ¢f it as could conveni-
ently be spared from political affhirs, has turned
principally on the fate of the adventurers in
the BovpELL LoTTEeRry. This, excent in the
case of the fortunate persons to whose lot the
sixty-two high prizes fell, appears to have dif-
fered very much from the common issue of lot-
teries, and has been the subject of much-cu-
rious speculation, and of some complaint. Few
of my readers need be told, that those tickets
which, by the scheme of any other lottery,
would be termed blanks, ~vere in this entitled
to-a print, or prints; worth one-third ¢f the
original price of the Jtickét. By this singular
arrangement, each purchaser had an opportu-
nity 8f preserving a memotial of so extraordinary
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a lottery, and that not only of his individual
share, but of the liberality and spirit of the Na-
tion, which stood forward with' alacrity, and
without importunity, m support and for the ho-
nour of a veteran, who had been so emment a
reviver, encourager, and patron of the Arts. ” .
Never, certamly, did an opportunity of the
kind happen, in which all ranks were more eagtr
to advance their contributions, that it'might 10
longer be said that foreigners only had the spirit
to promote national taste. Hence the term
“ adventurer in the lottery” became for once a
term of honour, and a proof of taster This was,
indeed, a lottery to®which nouc of the objec-
tions usually advanced against that financial
measure gould with any propriety be apphed It
endangered no man’s morals, and eucouraged
no man’s avarice. We have heard of no labour-
ers who have pawned their teols or their cloaths .
that they might have a chance to possess paint-
ings or prints. No mechanick has starved his
children, and no wife has defrauded her hus-
band, to illustrate their hovels with scenes of
Shakspeare or of Milton ; and no footman has
robbed his master, or taken to the highway,
that he might dacorate, his garret with .the
"Houghtoa Collection, or, the Works of Hogdrth.
Money was so enttrely out of consideration,
H 2 . .
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that, except in the solitary instance of the Gal-
lery, it entered i into no man’s head that he could
purchase the ‘means «of any gratification but
what was connected with taste and liberality.
For once, thercfore, we have seen a lottery of
22,000 tickets begun and ended without any
advaatage 'accruiug to pawnbrokers or thief-
takers, almgst the only persons who are said
to he gainers by' a mode of raising money to
which, upon these accounts, let us hope, Go-
vernment has recourse rather from necessity
than choice.

A lottery attended with' so many honourable
circumstances might well deserve to be handed
down to posterity with respect, even if the sim-
ple facts now related were all that had rendered
the BoxypEL1:LoTTERY a matter of much conver-
sation for sorhe time past. But this is not all;
for it has so happcned that. this lottery, ori-
ginally granted by Parliament in support of_the
Arts, and especially the art of engraving, has
turned out to be a vast fund of moral satire and
ingenious raillery at the expences of the follies
and vices of the times. Of this result the pub-
lick, I believe, had ro expectation; at least I
carnot find that it entered at all into the con-
templation even of most liberal purchascrs. For
my dwn part, however, being naturally inclined,
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and bound by the duties of my professmn, to
catch at such matters, and being ever dlSPOSEd
and willing to derive moral instruction from
public events, I was mot very much susprized
when I first discovered that the late worthy Al- -
derman designed to brmg into view, if not prac-
tice, those excellent principles of integrity and
industry which had governed .his dwn conduet
during his very long, active, and usesul life.
We Projectors are enabled to penetrate through
obscurities much sooner than any other class of
men, except, perhaps, news-writers and con-
jurors; and, thereforg, from the first glance of
the printed scheme, I foresaw that something
more would happen than the pubhek- e\:pected
and that,*in this ]ottery at least, there would-
be ¢ wheels within wheels.” I gven went so
far as to assure some coafidential friends that
¢ they little knew what their tckets would pro-
duce;” and I am sorry to add that they heard
me with an air of obstinate incredulity.

But this was nodiscouragement; for time has
ratified my conjectures. It now appears that
the venerable magist}ate,just mentioned bad,
during the latter weeks of his life, been ar-
rangincr the blank prizes,®as some have called
them, in such a Judlcwﬁs manner, that their
eﬁ'ect upon the publick in general has been
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cither noral or satirical ; and by this means he
has conferred great oblloutlons on the present
generation, whether the) he willing to allow
them or not. Dame Furtune, likewise, catch-
ing a hint, or rather imbibing the spirit of the
.worthy Alderman, has disposed of these guineas-
worths of prints with an attention rather to the
veants than' the . wishes of her votaries, which
they well know is not Lier usual practice. I do
not, therefore, wonder at being told in every
company I visit, that some purchasers have got
prints w hlch have afforded a broad hint, and
that others have been sq strikingly depicted in
their prizes as to be cither very much ashamed
or very maeh offended.
« 'The complaints and reports, indeed, which
I have heard on this subject, arc sv numerous
and various in kind und degree, that I might
fill my whole paper with them, and yet not ex-
haust my information. But a few speciﬁlens
may suffice to shew the waggish disposition of
the wheel, or rather the wery accurate know-
ledge which the Projector of the scheme had of
what ‘the.publick wanted for instructipn and
reproof. What, indeed,, but an intelligent ac-
quaintance with the characteristicks of the age
could have suggestedta plan by w hldl 50 many
young gentlemen ahout town have got the print
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of ¢ The Prodigal Son ?” With equal atténtion

to the sources of evil, the methers of several'of
these hopeful youths have become possessed of
¢ The Card-players.” s And these two prints,
with a propriety so minute as even to extend, to.
place as well as person, have fallen to the lot
principally of the inhabitants of St. George’s
and St. James’s parishes, although a few, I am
sorry to say it, have been conveyed .into the
City. The last, however, were indifferent im-
pressions, and mere copies of the former; and,
therefore, to make up the stipulated value, a
fine < Prospect of the King’s Bench Prison”
was added. .

But while these have been dispersed among
the publick with so much liberality, I find that
the ¢ Cardinal Virtues” have heen very scanty
in the same proport'on ; and T could have
wished that ¢ Faith, Hope, and Charity,” had
heen more extensively diffused, especially among
controversial writers. I yet more heartily could
have wished thag fewer families of the middling
class had been enabled to display impressions,
equal to proofs, of ¢ Modern Mjdnight Con-
versation,” and ¢ Marriage Alamode.”

I may next remark, that some purchasers of
tickets are highly gratified by their acquisitions,
and therefore I am uncharitable enough to sus-
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pect that they did. not much stand in need of
what they have gat. The mothers of some large
families, and the governesses of some young
ladies’ boarding-schools, have been enabled to
‘boast of a very elegant set of ¢ Virgins,” and
¢¢ Angels,” and ¢ Venus’s;” and yet this might
be forgnen, as lnctures of prejudice, if, as com-
panions, \‘hcse engravings had not been accom-
panied by ¢ Adonis’s,” and scenes of ¢ Pyra-
mus dlld Thisbe,” ¢ Romeo and Juliet in the
garden,” ¢¢ The Power of Beauty,” and other
hints and suggestions which appear to me to be
wholly supcrfluous. In a very gay family in
the West end of the town I observed Collett’s
four prints of « Courtship—The Elopement—
The Honeymoon—and Discordant Matzimony,”
which seem equally unnecessary, but might
have been as proper to gecorate the rooms of a
Proctor in the Comamons as ¢ Views in Cal-
cutta’” would be to ornament the saloon of an
East India director.

It must, however, be remarked, that in some
of these prizes there is a sort of waggish pro-
pricty ofe dllotment which it is not easy to be
offended with. Some of the _gentlemen, for ex-
ample, wholately negotiated & loan with the Mi-
nister, have got prints of < The Wise Men of
the East,” executed in the dofted manner; and
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a well-known member of pa.rliament has been
seen to chuckle over his prize of the ¢ Rat-
catcher.” ¢ The Ruins of Rome” are said to
have fallen to the lot of the agent of a distin-
guished personage in France ; and the fine print .
of *¢ Dividing the Booty” is thought to have*
fallen into the same haunds. I was better plea‘se(.l,
however, with the brag of an honesteinti-keeper,
who said he had got ¢ The Traveller’s Repose;
and, perhaps, ‘¢ The Good Samaritan” and
“ Raising the Widow’s Son” could not have
been better allotted than to two priucipal agents
n a certaln hwmane souet) Nor nust 1 omit
the characteristic propriety which adjudged
Tintoret’s ¢ Biind leading the Blind”, to certain
modern philosophers, as‘it throws great light.
on them aud their disciples in the pursuit of
perfectibility. Two or three ladics of quality,
likewise, whose unerves used to be very much
disttrbed by the lectures and hints of the late
Lord Kenyon, have been again remarkably
agitated and fluttered by their moncy returning
iu the shape of ¢¢ Circes,” and *¢ Cleopatras,”
and ‘¢ Messalinas ;” and their husbands have
been equally dlsturbed l)y recciving ¢ Bac-
chanalians,” and «“Timons.” They couldscarce-
ly have been more alarmed had it been possi'ble
to send them ¢ Views of Mortgages” and
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“ Prospects of Suicide.” In other cases there
seems a waggish. allusion which will be more
easily forgiven. It is to this frolicksome dis- .
posal of Fortune’s favonrs that we must ascribe

. so many duplicates of Teniers’ ¢ Larder,”

» ¢ The Kitchen,” ¢ The Smokers,” ¢ The
Topers,” &c. which have been very liberally dis-
persed among the members of the Corporation;
although some have been better pleased with
< Whittington and his Cat,” ¢ The Industri-
ous Apprentice,” and ¢ The Roast Beef of
Old England.”

But, i the distribution of so many thou-
sand articles of this kind, we are not to won-
der if many persons complain that Dame For-

.tune has made her usual mistake, ta sending
them what ‘they did not want, and in disap-
pointing them in their fondest wishes. The
* clamours of these ladics and gentlemen were to
be heard in every company for some wecks, un-
tilan ingenious dealer in prints in the West end
of the town gave public notice that he would,
on certain easy terms, exchange their lots for
other prints from his own ‘collection which they
might prefer. The suctess of this scheme cor-
responded with its wisdom and liberality : all the
mal-contents flocked. to the shop, and en-
deavoured, however difficult the attempt, to
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please themselves.  Curiosity, or rather the
duty of my profession, led mexo attend this cof-
trivance for correcting the blunders, and recti-
fying the judgment of +Dame Fortune;,and I
must confess I was frequeantly struck with the.
whimsical exchange which some of the partics®
thought proper to make. In a few instances
they appeared to understand their *owji charag-
ters rather better than the fickle goddess. Some,
for instance, who had ¢ Conjugal Felicity,”
were bartering it for ¢ The inside of a Stable ;”
and others, to whom Messrs. Boydell had given
¢ Simplicity” and ¢ Meditation,” were wonder-
fully eager to exchan ge them for ¢ The Rake’s
Pl'()gl‘LSo and «T hc Ra(e-gxoupd at New-
market.*  One grave-looking gentleman, who,
I was*told, was a member ot l)dl]ldlllent for a
Cornish borough, s])ly wnfolded ¢ Content-
ment and Indepéudencc, and begged to have a’
¢ Perspective of the Treasyry in St. James’s
park ;” while another very eloquent member of
the Opposition, ,who had got ¢ I'atience and
Hope,” complained that the impressions were
worn out, and too Jong for the quly frame he
had, and hegged to have a proof of the ¢ Mi-
racle of the Loaves and Fishes.” .
But what vexed me most was the stranﬂ'e ca-
price displayed in “the exchange of portraits.
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Some very pious prelates were given up for fox-
hunters and, neted game-keepers; learned
judges were exchanged for jockies and blood-
horses ; and not a few- wealthy merchants and
patriotic citizens were bartered for players,
dancers, and opera-singers. The clergy, how-
ever, acted with a prudence highly character-
istic, and pregnant with foresight. Those of
them who had got the ‘ Welch 'Curate” ex-
changed it for the ‘Rectory-house;” and those
who had the ¢ Rectory-house” generally com-
muted it either for a view of the ¢ Deanry” or
¢ The elevation of a Cathedral;” and some
wished to have “¢ A View of Lambeth from the
top of the House of Lords,” which, I think,
shewed that their taste was not confined. In
general, indeed, I observed, much to the ho-
nour of their prédi]ectie-n for Gothic architec-
ture, that they un'iforml); esteemed the outside
of the oldest Cathedral more ornamental than
the 1nside of the newest Church.

With respect to many country gentlemen of
good families and great cstates, I was sorry to
witness &n eagerness to exchange ¢ The Farm-
yard” for ¢ The Drawing-room;” and some
evef gave the fine print of ¢ The happy Pea-
sants” for the disgusting subject of the «“Welch
Main at the Cockpit.” Military gentlemen, I
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know not why, but I hope itis a sign of peace,
seemed very generally tired of ¢ War’s alarms.”
Several Volunteer Oﬂ'lCElS efchanged Foote’s
¢« Major Sturgeon” for “ Views of the Royal
Exchange ;" and not a few Officers of the Line
were glad to procure ¢ Country seats” in lica °
of ¢ Battle pieces.” )
In genera] there appeared but httle taste for
Scnpture-pnnts ¢« Holy Families” were in ne
repute. ¢ The Woman taken in Adultery,” how-
ever, scemed to suit some gentlemen; and the
‘¢ Golden Calf” was too great a favourite to be
parted with. I may also mention that the large
print of ¢ Ananias and Sapphira,” which fell
to the lot of one of the commissioners of m-
come, has been by him hung up in*the office of
appeals. ’ *
But while this ingenious course.of exchange
is going on, it has been ‘announced that persons
whg, by accident, have got duplicate prints may
have them exchanged from the proprietor’s vast
collection. This will, no doubt, afford another
opportunity of displaying characteristic taste;
as the display, howeyer, will not be publick, I
shall not have it in my power to ehtertain my
readers with the result. All I know is, that
many persons have got more ¢ Innocence,
“ Temperance,” and *“Domestic Happiness,”



110 THE PROJECTOR. Ne 42.

than they incline to keep ; and I am sadly afraid
the “orth) Aldermhan mistook the taste of the
times very much, Sn wmhmg‘ to give the publick
so many excellent impressions of ¢ Conjugal

Felicity.”

THE PROJECTOR. N°43.

¢ TAKE DCWN HIS WORDS.”
. PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, passim.

April 1803.

*¢ TO THE AUTHCR OF THE PROJECTOR.

‘€ SIR,

N As I observe that you sometimes in-
terrupt your own lucubrations by complying
with the wishes of certain ‘correspondents, I
hope you will admit this short eplstle from one
who is a constant reader, but not vain enough
to think he can be an assistant in any very im-

portant degree. ‘
¢ Happening, a few daya ago, to look into the
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Life of an eminent Divine among the Dissen-
ters, and one whose prmc1paf writings have, I
believe, been acceptable ta every denomination
of Christians; I mean Dr. Lardner; I was
struck with the ﬁ)llowifxg mode in which he
carried on conversation with his visitors. Per= |
haps, hewever, some of yeur readers will under-
stand it_the better for being mforme(l that Dr.
Lardner was remarkably and* mcurab'ly deaf.
His bmgrapher s words are these :

¢ Paper, pens, and ink, being immediately
brought in when visitors came to his house,
they wrote down such intelligence as they had
to communicate, or the observations and ques-
tions which they wished to propose. To these,
as they were severally written, he teplied with
great freedom and checrfulness, aud in a way’
that was both instructive and entertaining. As
the papers contained the unconnected answers
and, remarks of the different guests, upon dif-
ferent subjccts, it formed what would have ap-
peared to a stranger to be a very heterogeneous
mixture. It was," however, carefully preserved
by the Doctor, to be, perused by him when his
visitors were gone: and-the perusal of it often
led him to objects of farther consideration and
enquiry.’ .

“ Now, Mr. ProsecTor, although hodily
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infirmities are, and ought to be, sacred from
every species of ndlcult,, there appeared to me
somethmtr very whimsical in this mode of con-
versation ; and I doubt not that many of your
readers will, like mysclf, be at first tempted to
sinile, when in imagination they anticipate the
prohable consequences of such a plan, if pursued
in most companies. I thought, farther, Mr.
ProsecTor, that the passage might afford you
some hints for a Paper, at least as far as respects
the writing down such intclligence as visitors
have to communicale. But this I leave to your
discretion ;,and, begging pardon for my intru-
sion, if you deem it intrusion, I remain,
¢ Your humble servant,
' ¢ LecTor.”
I agree with my correspondent (who. I beg
he will observe, is no intruder), in thinking
that very important consequences would follow
the general adoption of Dr. Lardner’s mode of
conversation ; consequences which would, no
doubt, at first be somewhat whimsical, and
somewhat disagreeable; but the result upon
the whole could not fail to be beneficial. I
know not that it will afford materials for 4n en-
tire lucubration, but unquestionably it may sug-
gest many valuable hints. In the first place,
ifit were the custom for visitors to weite down
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thé mtellzgence they had to communicate, we

might, in time, be enhghtened in the true na-

ture of one branch of liberty which has never

received a proper discussion ; I mean, the li-

berty of the tongue. Our libraries abound with

treatises on the liberty of the press, and its m;-.
portance to the liberty of the subjett; but the
subjects of a government and the subjects of a
conversation are two very different things, fo
be supported in very different ways, and ar-
raigned before very different tribunals. The
Government of a nation too, is so very different
from the government of the tongue, that the
former has, in very few instanges, thought fit
to interfere with the latter. .

From su(.h obscurity.and confusion it has
arisen, that the mtelhgence of visitors, or, what
some call gossip’s news, has never been sub-
jected to any code of Jaws, Jnor any legal and
regplar forms of trial. Hence so much lax
talking, when we find ourselves disposed to
““ bear witness against our neighbour,” a thing
not only indisperisable in supporting the re-
venue by the consumption of tea and wine, but
also in supporting the life and sotl of polite
conversation. And‘suxel) it is very strange
that a wise and politic natlon like ours, so pro-
lific in djssertationse upon all manner of rights

VOL. II. 1
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and privileges, should never have accurately de-
fined the rights of gossiping, never have en-
deavoured to restrain- the prerogative of anec-
dote, nor to set bounds to the priviléges of talc-
bearmg This defeet in our political studies,
or rather this neglect of so important a branch
of our civil rwhts maast be attributed to the
c:rcumstmcv w lndl my correspondent seems to
hint at, the want of such written documents on
the subject as inay enable us to reduce it to some
kind of method or system, and to mark the nice
distinctions hetwist liberty and licentiousness,
as well as between those shades, often imper-
ceptible, which conneet® truth and falshood.
The tongue, weeall know, is so glib, and its
motions so quick and evanescent, that, without
much more attention than is usual .n genteel
company, it is almost impossible to fix it down
to any one position. To attempt to do so,
would require a much larger portion of the. pa-
tience of hearing than is consistent with that
species of conversation which is most in vogue,
and which, like certain picces of music, isal-
ways performed in parts,:and often is as noisy
as the crash of a full hand, without its harinony.
Bct, that the tongue ought to be laid under
some restrictions seems very necessary, since
we have very good authority for asserting that
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it§ publications are fully gs inflammatdry as
those of the press. It 4s saig by a very antient
writer, ¢ The tongue lS' a little member, and
boasteth great things. Bpho](] how great a
matter a little fire kindleth, and the tongue gs
a fire.—The tonguc can no man tame : it is an
unruly evil.” I shall 1hake no apolo y for re-
ferring my readers to their Blbles for-these as-
sertions, although some of them may think lt
very unnecessary to go so far back for autho-
rities.

Now, it is not improbable, that if the good
Doctor’s plan of conversation were adopted, we
should gain one step in regulating what respects
‘¢ the intelligence which visitors have to com-
municatg,”  They would, in time, think it nes
cessary to attend a little more to dates, and
facts, and circumstances, when they found that
what goes in at enc eur is no longer permitted
to go out at the other. It is this quickness of
passage, this facility of travelling, which has
made so many excellent stories and good jokes
set out from their homes and return again with-
out meetmg with any mterruptmn ﬁom accu-
racy or veracity. They; would likewise probably
think it necessary to cgnsider, whether that
ought to. be asserted which might afterwards
be contradicted, or® whether that shouid be

12 .
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whispered which was afterwards to be read.
We might also haye an opportunity of knowing
whether those sketches which appear to so
much advantage in mirth and joke, would ap-
pear equally striking in black and white.
. 1 own there are objections which may be
started on this occasion. It may, in the first
place, be said that the good Doctor who invent-
el this mode of conversation was compelled to
it from his deafuness, and that those whose ears
are perfect have no more occasion to speak
through pen and ink than those whose sight is
perfect have. to look through spectacles. But
this objection attaches only to the origin of the
scheme: no doubt, cvery friend of the learned
Doctor regretted his want of hearing; hut I can-
not help thinking that he was led to improve
kis infirmity inte a very great blessing, by re-
ducing his visitors intellié‘ence to book, and,
as it were, making every culprit sign his exa-
mination ; and he would have considered his
deafness as an honour, had he foreseen that a
ProJEcTOR was to arise, who should convert it
into a scheme for ameliorating, repairing, and
refining the conversation. of polite companies in
all future generations.,

It may again be objected, that written con-
versation would be insufferably tedious, and
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however necessary to a deaf man, surely none
but a deaf man would think of extending the
practice in any case, far,iess of bringing it into
general use. This objection has an air of plau-
sibility, and perhaps some foundation in fact ;
but I cannot avoid remarking on the wording of
it. It 1s said it would make conversatidn te-
dious.- This forms a very accfirate distinction ;
for a conversation may be long, without being
tedious, and as conversations are in general car-
ried on, in the orchestra style, by a full band,
it must be allowed there are sufficient variety of
sounds, and «]epths of Intonation; to prevent
their appearing tedious. But the case is dif-
ferent where one of the instriments has conse-
quence enough to be infrusted with a solo part.
I wilt, therefore, endeavour to ¢ompound this
matter by establishjng.gertain rules, which will
prevent the time of” the cempany being too
mifch engrossed in writing. It is pleasant to
think that some visitors set a value on their
time, and only wonderful where they can find
such a quantity of it in the course of a day.

I would then hurhbly propose, that this new
mode of conversationt shall be attempted only
by slow degrees, for some years from the  pre-
sent daté. This (]elay, among other uses, will
enable the parties who have, perhaps, too much
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neglected the art ob penmanship, to acquire a
factlity in writing sasily; intelligibly, and with
proper spaces between' their words, and proper
attentien to the privileges of commas and semi-
ealons. Some bencfit would also arise in the
Wway of spelling, wlnch might not be nnorna-
mental; and by frequcntlv telling a story in
this way,” they would very soon find it improve
their haad wonderfully, and that without any
injury to the story. This part of the difficulty
being removed, I would propose the cxperiment
to be tried, first, with thosec who are particu-
larly liable to fits of the gossip. If these be
very violent, and _appear to the company out-
rageous and dangcrous, it may be necessary to
call for pen .md ink.

If any person, hearing of a mariage con-
cluded, or a marriage 1mendcd Between any of
their acquaintance, should break out in such in-
telligence, as the following : ¢ Bless me ! what
do you think, Miss Tomkins is going to be mar-
ried to Mr. Jenkyns !—La! T can’¢ see what he
could sce in her,—a tall awkward girl—you re-
member ‘her at Brightop last year with her fa-
ther—such large features, ,and such a gait—
Nay, for matter of that, I think they are well-
matched ; Tom Jenkyns isa pert, sneermg cox-
comb ; and as to his riches, I have my doubts
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about that; to-be-sure, hig father left him a
capital trade, and he affects fo keep little com-
pany, but I am told there is a good deal of his
paper about. —Nay, a,nd what is she? Lord!
I remember her father when bhe kept a little
broker’s shop; but now, forsooth, he dashes
away, and Miss, I dare’say, will be an hetress,
ha! ha! he!” Whenever it-comes to this, 1t
is high time, to call for pen and ink. .

When any Loundon lady or gentleman con-
descends to pay a visit to their relations in the
country, and entertain them with an account of
their grandeur and consequetice m London, in-
terlarded with frulue,nt notices of their intimacy
with My Lord and Sir Johit, their repartees
with peers, and frolicks with members of Parlia,
ment ;*it may be convenient, for: the sake of
impressing these things moré deeply on the
minds of their country cousins, to call for pen
and®ink.

In all cases of disputes and quarrels, when
any lady or gentleman think they are conferring
a very great obligation on a company by telling
their own story in tlteir own way : In oll cases
of persons returmng from their trawels, whether
to foreign parts or Wdtﬂl‘lll"‘-l)]dces, and be-
coming ehch the hero of his tale: In all’ac-
counts of* conversations which passed a few
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nights before, * when I said to Sir John, and
Sir John said to me ; when I answered the Ba-
ronet, and the Barongt had not a word to say
for himself ; when he attempted tc confute me,
and I struck him dumb,” &ec.: In all these,
-and similar_instances of egotism, we ought, for
sqndry useful and important purposes, to lose
no time in calling for pen and ink.

Restrictions like these, I hope, .will serve to
remove the chief objection which can be formed
against this ncw mode of conversation; and,
that removed, all lesser objections may be dis-
pensed with, upon the ground that every hu-
man contrivance must have some portion of im-
perfection. If any lady, for example, curious
in the elegance of her tea equipage, sheuld com-
plain of a wdnt of harmony in her.apparatus,
and that tea and ink,.goose-quills and silver
spoons, can never appear eléegant parts of an
elegant whole ; I would remind her of the‘im-
provements lately introduced in every branch of
cabinet furniture, of the rich paintings, gild-
ings, and enamellings, of the most vulgar ar-
ticles of use; and ask_ her' whether Bond-street
could not furnish her with a writing apparatus,
in- the Grecian form,. of « superlative beauty,”
which would match with any sct of tea-equipage
whatever ? But this cannot for a moment be
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questioned by any who refleat that those inge-
nious artists have provided sueh elegant artickes
of the most necessary sogt, that, although we
are ashamed to name their uses, we arc ,proud
to exhibit their decorations. .

I have thus endeavoured to comply with my
correspondent’s hint in the way which he séems
to recommend. Of the utility of the plan I can
have no doubt ; and I have endeavoured to ob-
viate such objections as seem likely to be started ;
there may be others which I cannot foresee, but
which, if conveyed to me, I shall be very happy
to take into conmderatmn Whethtr the plan
be practicable, is another question, which does
not belong to my province. “There appears to
be no pleysical impossibility in the way; but
there are so many obstractions which may be
offered by those who.stand up for undefined
and undefinable tights of cortversation, and pri-
viléges of the tongue, that perhaps it will never
be easy to propose any plan of this kind which
will not be loudly opposcd. I am an enemy,
however, to disputes in conversation ; and, if
I happen to hear any improper yemarks, or
hostile objections made to this paper, in any
company where I have: the honour to be ad-

mitted, I shall certainly take the liberty to call
for pen and ink.
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THE PROJECTOR. N°44.

“NOTANDI sunt tibi mores. Hogr. Art. Poet.

']llay 1805.

IT has been remarked, that most of the great
projects by which mankind have been benefited,
were owing rather to accident than design.
This circumstance the encmies of our art have
somewhat impertinently advanced, in order to
lessen the credit of Projectors, and scpresent
them as a sct of men who are more indchbted to
chance than to ‘ability, But, although I gm
willing to confess +hat, in my own case, I am
frequently indebted to what men call charice,
for the topics of these my lucubrations; yet I
hope I may be allowed some small share of
merit, in turning to advantage what in other
hands might have remaiued cntirely unpro-
ductive. Of this my present Paper will furnish
an instance, for its birth and being were owing
to an accidental visit to an eminent merchant in
the city, whose servant requesting me to sit
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down in the parlour until hismaster should be
dressed, I was under thé necessity of amusime
myself a longer time than'I at first wished, by
looking into th > gentleman’s library.  In this 1
happened to take up a Dictionary of Commerce,
and theie, under the article Book-xezping, *
found it stated, that “.Book-kceping is ‘the
art by 'which wmercantile trangactiéns are first
recorded in an accurate and authentic menner,
and afterwards arranged in such a regular and
systematic mode, as to enable the details and
result of all the transactions, jointly and sepa-
ratc]y, to be ascertained with ease *and accu-
racy.” It was farther said, th"lf “ The books
of a merchant should contain every particular
relative t¢ his transactions, and the state of hise
affairs : " they should show the profit or loss on
each particular transuc.ti-on, as well as the ge-
neral result of the whole;” *and the passage
concluded with the following panegyric upon
the art of Boox-kEErING : ¢ An art which ac-
complishes so necassary an object will certainly
be allowed to he of the first importance to the
mercaptile we.ld in genergl, and of cours?, must
engage their particylar attention; for it may
truly'from experience be shid, that the property
of a merdnnt or tradgr fests greatly on the re-

gulanty and correctness of hls accounts ; it 1s
L ]
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from such regularity he is enabled to ascertain
how far the busiress he is engaged in is advan-
tageous, at the same time that it is an assistant
to his prudence in his various transactions ; for,

Jf a merchant cannot daily see the state of his

- several accounts, does he not expose his credit
and" capital at a venture? and may it not be
asserted, that from such negligence or inatten-
tion the first characters have been ruined ?”
The Author afterwards proceeds to instruct his
readers in all the details of the art of Book-
keeping, and explains the nature and uses of
the several books to be kept; particularly the
three principal* ones, the Waste-book, Journal,
and Ledger. But as these are matters with
-which, perhaps, most of my readers.are better
acquainted than myself, I shall transeribe no
farther on the subject; but, after my inter-
view with the merchant, what I had read oc-
cupied my attention, and I have built theréon a
Project, which appears to me of great im-
portance.

After considering the msdom, accuracy, and
correcthess, by whxcl} mercantile concerns are
arranged, and that it is'by means of this art of
Book-keeping that credit, reputation, and opu-
lence are acquired, and that the want of it im-
plies danger, and most frequently ends in bank-
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ruptey ; it occurred to me that much misehief
had arisen in the world. from conﬁnmg such a
system of correctness and -prec1sxon to one class
of men, while others, .to whom it mlght be
easily accessible, were going on every day, and
in various ways, to absolute ruin for want of it. ,
From such premises I should have ill desexved

the name of Projector, had I delayed a moment
in recommending my present “plan ;- which i3
simply, that all classes of men, however distinct

in popular opinion, should borrow from each

other what appears to be mutually advanta-

geous. And pushing this idea a litile farther,

it occurred to me that one of the best Projects

ever devised, would be to persuade MEN of
PLEASURE to study the art of Book-keeping, as_
practised by MEN of Busingss.

That this Project was no soener announced,
and that it was regerved for meg to be its Author,
are circumstances on which I might, perhaps,
dilate with a prolixity tending to vanity, a thing
very unbecoming in Projectors. I shall rather,
therefore, wave for a moment the consideration
of what may be due to myself on thig occa-
sion, "and observe, that °in former ‘times such
a Project might be’less necessary. There s
some reason to think that in former times plea-
sure was .considered ° by very few as business,
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and: that the Men of Pleasure in those days
transacted so little, that the accuracy of books
might not be necessary to support their repu-
tation, and that the few matters of the kind in
which they were engaged might be safely
trusted to the memory. But in our days cir-
cumstanceés are considerably altered; and as it
Is notorioug that pleasure is not only followed
as a distinet and independent business, but is
also become a business which has its ¢ warm
men” and its ¢ bankrupts” as regularly and
frequently as merchandise, I hope it will be
at least allowed that my plan is well-timed. In
truth, the adoption of it will not allow of much
longer delay, without involving the affairs of
‘plcasure in that most terrible of all national
prospects, a general stoppage. oL

Now, whoever considers the advantages de-
rived to business from tke art.of Book-keeping,
and which are so well explained in the pas-
sages I have above transcribed, must sce at one
glance, that the same advantages might be en-
joyed by persons engaged in carrying on large
concerps of pleasure. If it be from negligence
or inattention that “the first characters in
trade have been ruined, how much more ob-
vious is it that negligence and inattention have
been-the ruin of the first characters ir the beau
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monde ? Men who deal only a little in articles
of pleasure, who may be smd to go to the
chandlers-shops of amusement but never ne-
gotiate on the high- change of fashion; they
may avoid a failure, as other poor adventurers
in trade, by their insignificance ; and of them,
it were as unreasonable o expect a fegular. set
of books, as from the itinerants, who vend
matches or tooth-plcks But others, Who em-
ploy their whole lives and their whole capltal
in the purchase and sale of articles of pleasure,
who mind no other earthly calling, who risk
thousands on a single speculation,, and even
trade with foreign nations for an exchange of
commodities suitable to the «onsumption of
time, and the manufacture of that species of
happingss in which they professedly deal, it
must be obvious that the frequent stoppages and
bankruptcies among persons of this class can be
owigg to nothing else than inaccuracy in their
accounts, and particularly their neglect of
making the proper entries in the Waste-book.
It would, in trath, be trifling with the pa-
tience of my mercantile readers, were I tp enter
minutely into this subject, as they can so casily
comprehend the whbvle advantages of my plan
by merely.transferring the business of the count-
ing-house. to the parlour and supposing that
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merrof pleasure kePt their accounts with as much
regulanty as men of bpsiness. The fashionable
world has, mdeed in some branches of their
trade, already adopted my plan; I' have seen a
pubhcatlon called ““A Racmg Calendar,” and
“of late, a little annual book is printed, which,

if L remerhber right, is called ¢ The Card Ac-
éount.”, But ip the ¢ Racing Calendar” I see
fio accohnt of profit and loss ; and if that be
neglected every shop-keeper knows that a man
may very soon speculate beyond his capital.
As for the ¢ Card Book,” having had the ho-
nour of perusing two ‘or three belonging to
ladies of my agquaintance, I am sorry to observe
that the lines . Amount per month,” and
¢ Amount at the end of the year,” are inva-
.riably left blank, so that all the advantages of
calculation are consigned to memory, which, 1
am confidently assured, aever, concerns itself in
such dry matters.

With all the respect, therefore, due to horses
and cards, it is evident that my plan is nothing,
if it be not extended to eveiy article in which
the pleasurable world deals, and that a com-
plete set of books 6ught to be provided, in
which entries should be yegularly made of the
article itself, its real value, and the.amount of
profit and loss upon it.« It is wonderful how
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much damage is done to the reputation+of a
great house, by neglecting such items. In par-
ticular, we often find, that they are quite un-
prepared to answer any sudden demand made
upon them. They are tOt'l]l:y unable to sustain
any sudden loss; and as unable, sometimes, of,
laying hold of any sudden advantage’which.may
present itself. Thus, it was xemgrked, at the
conclusion of the last war, when the Continent
became oPen, and the trade of pleasure, long
interrupted by battles and bloodshed, began to
lift its head, very few houses were in a con-
dition to visit their old connexions,in France ;
and some found it necessary to take such a long
time in fitting out for the Continental market,
that a new war was declared before they were
ready This is miserable work, and can never
raise any house to a great eminence in the line
of pleasure. The Continental trade has ever
been considered as the most honourable and ex-
tensive; but those whose capital is insufficient,
through neglect or otherwise, are obliged, as
we frequently see, to put up with the inferior
Coasting trade, carred on during the SJummer
months in Kent and Sns8ex. ‘

It is well known' that in trade, partnership
accounts,+ although for that reason the most
important, are yet the ‘most complex. What

VOL. II. E .



150 THE PROJECTOR. Ne° 44.

confitsion then mugt prevail in a house of plea-
sue where no spch accounts are preserved;
where there is neither Waste-book, Journal,
nor Ledger; where bi.11§ are not duly entered,
and the days of payment forescen! In that
-species of partnership which is usually called
matrimony; we every flay hear of the mischief
occasioned by such neglect. The two principal
partners,’ instead of trading in a common stock,
engage in separate concerns unknown to each
other, and, owing to the waut of regular books,
equally unknown to themselves. This, surely,
is not conducting business in a business-like
manner; and it1is to this absurdity that we owe
what our ancestors appear to have been very
little acquamted with, frequent dissolutions of
partnership, sometimes at Guildhall, and some-
times at Westminster-hall, and afterwards in
a certain great assembly, where the commis-
sioners are remarkably strict in examining the
friends of the bankrupt, as well as the solvent
partner. Now, although these dissolutions are
occasioned in houses of pleasure by the same
causes as m houses of business, yet the mode of
conductmg, and the’ circumstances attending
tkhem, are somewhat different. With respect to
the causes, they are, principally, engaging in se-
parate speculations with other houses, unknown
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to the principal partner, who is often robbed,
and for a long time injured, without his know-
ing it ; but. the process of dissolution is not, as
often in business, by mutual consent, but by an
action 1n the courts of law. And these actions
very decidedly prove the mischiefs arising from.
neglecting the plan I ‘recommend; and from
confused notions of property ;- -but. mest of all
from the offending party takmg no accgunt of
what is due to herself.

Indeed this last piece of neglect so generally
runs through all pleasurable concerns, that, if
there were no other reason, it might form a
very powerful argundent in favour of a plan
which recommends frequent and accurate state-
ments of,profit and loss. It may seem to somg
very surprising, and to others very good-na-
tured, that persons engaged in the traffick of
pleasure, should be sb averse to make memo-
randums of what is due to themselves, and even
so averse to recollect, or pay any attention to
the subject. I own, however, that the recom-
mendation of such attention i1s a part of my
plan, in which I have been anticipated in the
writings of every moral Projector, from the first
®ra of books and precepts. But, as the effect
of such recommendatiop is not yet very strik-
ingly obvious, I hope it will not be said ‘that I

K 2
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have over-burthcned 1ny plan by including it,
nor by adding ong other advantage resulting
from it, which will form no improper conclu-
sion to this Paper.

What 1 allude to is, that a regular account
-of the profit and loss in affairs of pleasure, and
especially accurate statements of what is due to
themselves, .may enable men engaged in this
commeyce, first, to retire much sooner than 1s
usually done, and, secondly, to retire with much
more credit and reputation than are generally
attached to such pursuits. It 1is universally ac-
knowledged that the proper period of retire-
ment, and the.nature of retirement, are often
strangely misunderstood even by men of busi-
ness, who do keep regular books, and can de-
monstratively shew what they have gaired and
what they have lost; apd we may readily sup-
pose that the nature and purposes of retirement
will be yet more misunderstood by men ‘who
keep no acccunts, and who not only are unable
to answer the questions of others, but are afraid
to ask themselves what has been the gain and
loss ofstheir long toil and industry, their per-
petual fatigues and s]e?:pless nights.

By keeping such accounts, therefore, as are
here recommended, they would infallibly be
enabled to retire much sooner; and it is peculiar
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to this species of retirements that so far from
being at a loss what to do with their time, they
generally allow that they never before knew the
proper uses to which tire might be put. . They
would also be enabled to retire with credit and
reputation unsullied, or at least so little injured*’
as to be easily repaired ; "whereas, in the dom-
mon way of neglecting accounts, and 'keeping
neither Day-books nor Night-books, it may be
said of them, as in common language, that
¢ they did not leave business until business left
them.” There is, indeed, no more deplorable
object than an aged _person carrying on the
traffick of pleasure, without profit, and without
encouragement, and prating of ‘the iems on his
list of godds, although he has forgot their use
and quality, and retains scarcely an idea of
either duties or customs. Perhaps, should my
plan not be adopttd, the charitable and humane
may think of erecting an hospital for decayed
Men and Women of Pleasure, who have ¢ lost
their all, by bad debts and unfortunate specu-
lations, and have no friends left.” Such an
institution might, among other valuable pur-
poses, prepare some of them for the day that
so scldom enters into therr thoughts, when all
must render an account..
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“ Hominis est affici dolore, seuntire, resistere tamen,
et solatia admittere.” . PLINY.

June 1805.

Trr calamities of human life have in all ages
been a favourite subject; and to a very large
class, the language of complaint is pecuharly
acceptable. Even they who have no know-
ledge of the world except from books, are pre-
pared to deplore-sorrows with which they have
Mo acquaintance, and are ready to believe that
the life on which they are about to enter, isa
scene of uninterrupted, misery, in which they
are doomed to act a principal part. And as
there is nothing so easily propagated as ¢om-
plaint, nothing so easily imbibed as the sense
of higher felicity than we enjoy, and nothing so
easily conceivable as the possession of something
we want, philosophers and poets have agreed
to repeat these signals of distress, to warn the
impetuous, or dishearten the timid.

Yet, amidst this general disposition to mur-
mur, it is not difficult for an attentivé observer
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to distinguish the theory of lamentation from
the practice, the affectation from the feeling.
It will not require a long; train of proofs to con-
vince those who do not trust entirely to the ex-
perience of the closet, that there is a much
greater portion of contentment than_ of dissatis®"
faction in the world ; and that many would not
know how to complain, if they had ndt the ex-
ample set before them; nor be able to discover
any cause why they take up the language of
miscry, if they were not assisted by those who
have made grumbling their particular study.
Even they who have had the credit of collect-
ing mobs, and the honour of presiding at riots
and depredations, have honestly confessed that
it required much pains’to persuade their fol-
lowers"that they had any thing to complain of;
that they succeeded rather by exciting curiosity
than by proving grievances, and upon the
whdle were less indebted to the conviction of
argument than to the strength of brandy.

It is a matter of some curiosity to watch the
progress of a wholesale dealer in human misery ;
to behold a Theorist in complaints, sjttifg calm-
ly by his fire-side in*his arm-chair, perusing
the history of some distant nation, the cor‘lsﬁ-
tution and customs of which happen to be dif-
ferent from his own. He questions whether
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such a people can ¢xist; he is astonished that
they have suffered for centuries what seems be-
yond his patience even for an hour; and hav-
ing warmed his imagination to a proper pitch,
he takes his pen, and writes an elaborate treatise
on their miseries; describes them as groaning
under oppression, and bending under a weight
insupporfablé by human nature; he informs
his readers that they have no arts but those of
embittering human life, no signs of motion but
what are produced by agony, no amusements
but in disfiguring the human body, sometimes
by fatigues, and sometimes by torture ; and that
he has been ablé to discover no traces of musick
but in the clanking of chains. When he has
finished this afflicting dctail, he is charined with
its lively perspicuity, and with the strong con-
viction which it must iripress on every’ breast.
But when his compassion excites him to visit
the unhappy wretches, he wonders that he hears
no groans, or complaints; and is shocked to
find his theory overthrown by ebullitions of
mirth and gaiety, revelry and intrigue.
That'there is a wide difference between the
language and the feeling of dissatisfaction, is in
no case more evident ‘than when we hear men
complaining of their situafion in life, and pre-
tending to envy that of others. There is much
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reason to think that such complaints are with-
out smcenty, for, of a hundred men who pre-
tend to repine at their state, we rarely meet with
one who takes any steps to changeit, or inereases
his industry in any other direction than that to
which he has been accustomed. The number®”
of those who have excha.nged one profession or
trade for another diametrically opposite is go
small, that 4 suspect they will only afford ex-
ceptions to the general rule; and the general
rule is, that men are content with the situation
in which they have been, by whatever means,
orlglnally placed.  Of those who choose to re-
pine at their lot, and’ to fancy they would have
been happier in 'mothﬂr situations which they
think they know better than their own, how
far have their complaints extended, and what
impression have they made? How many have
shed tears of dlbdl)POlI\tmel\t how many have
lost’ their appetite, or passed sleepless nights,
and how many hearts have been broken?

But to be merely content is not all: for, if I
am not greatly mlstaken n my observattons, it
will be found that men gre no soonger fdirly em-
barked in their mode of life, and beyond the risk
of change by youthful caprice, than they not
only accommodate all their feelings to it, but
become not alittle proud of the rank they hold ;
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and, ‘comparing itewith others, wonder that all
mankindare not of their way of thinking. There
are so many advantages attending .this pride,
and these estimates, however fallacious, that it
is impossible to complain of them with gravity.
"They may be reckoned among the causes of
much of that order and regularity we admire
in civil dnd ‘social life. It is easy to conceive
that the mischiefs of confusion and injustice
would be most extensively multiplied, if men
were not able thus to flatter themselves into
contentment, if they were to seek redress on
every occasion when they feel a momentary in-
clination to cofnplain, or were to carry into
execution the has‘ty resolutions of every transient
fit of caprice. The pride, therefore, which men
take in their particular situations, professions,
or occupations, may-be pardoned, for its general
usefulness at least, in whatever form it appears.
It can at most only provoke a smile, and should
not be subjected to higher censure than what
ridicule may sometimes inflict.

It may be farther remarked, that as pride
scarcelydeserves the name,” if it does not imply
a sense of superiority, we accordingly find that
this constitutes the primcipal satisfaction which
men feel in contemplating their own rank ; and
this satisfaction is the more complete, as it de-
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pends on certain vague notions of consequence
and dignity which have heen subjected to no ye-
gular laws, The estimite which every man
makes of his situation, in comparison with that
of his neighbour’s, is just what he pleases to
make it. No proper scale has yet been formed -
of the civil occupations’ of lifc; and as évery
man is allowed to think as highly ‘as ]}e pleases
of his own,.we sometimes meet with cpinions
and jealousies which partake not a little of the
ludicrous. The trade of sweeping chimnies is
perhaps that which of all others may be oftenest
mentioned without exciting envy ;* yet we are
told of a humane master of that trade, who,
instead of disgracing his boys by copporeal chas-
tisements which he thought was fit only for
soldiers ox satlors, kept them in order by ope-
rating on their feelings, and producing a pro-
per pride ; and never failed to excite repentance
and amendment when he threatened to make
them tailors. I have Mr. Jonas Hanway’s
authority for relating of another of the sooty
tribe, that he would not permit his apprentices
to go out on May-day because it was low-/life.
Now if such as these can be satisfied with an
occupation which the publick has pitied, wutil
at length its pity has ended in a proposed re-
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medy'*, we are not to be surprised if the same
feelings are found.in all the gradations of trade
or calling above this. *, If those who climb the
ladder and the scaffold, to toil under the bag or
the hod, can extract pride from their employ-
“ments, and, dispute points of precedency, we
may ‘easily suppose that those whose situations
afford highet comforts and luxuries, will feel
their jmportance in a higher degroe; and be-
sides this, I know not whether the jokes which
men of different callings and professions pass
upon each other may not contribute in some
degree, pernaps in a very considerable one, to
make each satisfied with his own lot. We often
observe that the gentlemen behind the desk are
very apt to look with some airs of lofiiness on
the gentlemen behind the counter ; but the
latter have their revenge, and a shop-keeper
will sometimes pronounce even the word at-
torney in a tone of voice which does not indi-
cate profound respect; while another will state
the difference between a house-keeper, who
pays scot and lot, and has served all offices, and

* The Society for superseding the nccessity of climbing
boys, by a new method of swceping chimnies, and for
improving the condition of ‘children employed by chim-
ney-sweepers.
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a mere clerk, whois a ]odger It is well known
that the digmities of wholesale and retail have
never been adjusted; and that -a cheque Will
ever take precedence of ready money. But the
learned professions are not entirely without the
consolations which wit affords. The doctor has
his jokes at the expence of the lawyet ; and even
when they agree to such a suspension of hos-
tilities as may cnable them to combirre agalrrbt
the parson, the latter can throw out hints*about
the perils of life and property, which are not
easily mistaken.

Of late too, I know not whether a certain
degree of consequence has not been given to the
very names of professions apd trades, which
may contribute to the .pride of 'coutentment
With thls view it must be, that so many
schools have been turnul into academics and
seminaries, and sp mauy  shops into warehouses,
_repesitorics, magazines, and other cpithets
equally dignified and melodious. It likewise
may afford a gentleman some satisfaction to find
that his attorney is become a solicitor, and that
his apothecary is a ¢ professional gentjeman ;”
nor ¢an he be less pleased to put Gip his coach
at a rhedarium, and exchdnge his farrier for a
veterinary surgeon. As to the Greek names
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lately invented for, our puppet-shows and ex-
hlblthl’lS, I have considered them in a former
Paper, and shall in this place only remark, that
Greek not proving suﬂiclently unintelligible,
certain German words have lately appeared in
some of those large-letter bills which invite the
holiday folk to their Summer amusements.
What may next be adopted I know not; but
itis a comfort to reflect that the Kastern lan-
guages are yet untouched.

There may be another reason assigned for the
harmless and contented pride which is the sub-
ject of this lucubration. There are few men who
are not conscious that their employment enables
them to do what another cannot ; and this con-
sciousness, whether with or without foundation,
is an excellent preventative against discontent
and envy. There is pe.l:haps no man who fixes
public admiration upon himself more generally
than the successful warrior; yet thousands who
would tremble at the report of a single musket,
and know what it is to ¢ sleep in a whole skin,”
feel no depression of their consequence in the
hero’s presence, and join in the applause be-
stowed upon him, witheut regretting that they
xever shared the glories of a campaign. The
merchant chuckles to think that he raust come
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to him to get his bills discounted; and' the
scholar knows that, but.for Ais pen, the far_ne
of heroes would be very short- lived.

If any persons were to be indulged wnth the
luxury of complaint, perhaps the race of wrlters,
who know no other luxury, might exhibit a just.
claim. But no men scorh more to complair, or
are proyided with more plentiful sources of con-
solation. They seldom fail to “reflect fhat they
have some things in their power which are de-
nied to those who look down upon them. They
contemplate the gay circle and the crowded
assembly, where they are overlooked and neg-
lected ; and amuse thtemselves with calculating
how many present can explainsthe categorles of
Aristotle; how many have heard of his potent,
adversary Des Cartes; how many have studied
Locke, or can improve Newton.

The philosopher observes the wonderful
order which etiquette prescribes; and admits
that there is much elegance in the arrangement
of card-tables, variegated lamps, and artificial
flowers ; but sees nothing in this beyond the
genius of a gardener or a lamp-hghter ; and
while'the Master of the Ceremonies pronounces
him unfit for such a place, the philosophes-
wonders by what means it can happen that such
a place is under the controul of a blockhead.
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The merchant, introduced into the same
scene, would be no less from home; but he
would not be without a certain sense of supe-
rlonty and security : he might, for a moment,
admire their zeal to preserve etiquette inall their
Jmotions, but he would rather know where they
kept their “cash, and «whether Honour was as
active a priuciple on the day of payment as in
the monient of passion.

The clergyman listens with astonishment to
the oratory of the senate, where a man will ha-
rangue with eloquence for three hours together ;
but when his admiration begins to cool, he con-
soles himself by the reflection that few of these
could compose @ sermon, or adjust the reading
of a controverted text. He even doubts whe-
‘ther there be half a dozen in the whole assembly
who know much of Ecclesiastical Hlstory, or
can tell the difference between the tenets of
Calvin and those of Arminius. Indeed, I must
confess, that 1 have been enabled on -such oc-
casions to administer a cordial to myself, by
considering how few there are among the fa-
voured.sons of men in Threadneedle-street who
can write Projectors? and I hope my readers
awill excuse this weakness, since they well know
what a poor figure my lucubrations make in
comparison with Bank-paper.
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I hope, however, that nothing here advanced
will be construed into‘an intention to interfere
with the privileges of complainers, of men who
court perplexities that they may be distinguished
for ingenuity of escape, and who intermeddle
in affairs with which they have no concerh,
merely that they may' show how many cares
they ean encounter at one time. Let such con-
tinue to enjoy, in full possession, the privilege
of raising difficulties and multiplying anxieties.
What are wanting, in business, of such ma-
terials for distress, may often be found in plea-
sures. There are some men, indeed, so con-
stituted that it would be cruel to deprive them
of the nght of compluinin‘g, as complaints
afford them the only means whereby they can
make themselves prominent on the scene ; but
if this be generously.allewed, they ought not
on the other han. to murmur too much at the
embarrassments they meet with. If they had
nothing to find fault with, they must be con-
scious that 1t wquld be often dithcult to begin,
and always impossible to continue, the only
conversation in which, they can bear a part;
and thus the issues of mind would be endangered
by a fatal stoppage. But that I may not seem
to plead' their cause with a partial zeal, I must
add, for the comfort of those who are of a
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contrary disposition, and inclined to be pleased
and to be thankfyl, that no extraordinary ta-
lents are necessary to *form a fluent grumbler;
for any man may have a bad debt, or a broken-
winded horse, an unfortunate speculation, or a
-fit of the gout; nor is there much ingenuity in
losing a m'istress, or dropping a pocket-book.
In a word, any man may complain ; but he must
have some taste who is pleased.

THE PROJECTOR. Nv46.

et —

July 180;.

A.LTHOUGH I have, carried on my labours for
the good of the publick above ‘three years, 'my
readers will, I hope, do me the justice to say
that I have seldom obtruded upon them my per-
sonal concerns. I have as yet given them no
account of my life, in imitation of some of my
predecessors, nor have I thrown out many hints
by which they can guess at‘my relative situation.
Pechaps these particulars may be reserved for
some future opportunity, when they may appear
with propriety; as, for example, when the
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publick shall express a general desire to adopt
one or other of the many Prqjects I have con-
trived; or, when I shall think, from age and
infirmities, of retiring from #his life, ang pass-
ing the remainder of my time in some snug villa
near one of the London turnpikes, \yhere I may
have daily opportunitie$ of contemplating the
good I have done, in the passing and l:e—passipg
of my former readers. But these are distant
considerations, and I should have said nothing
of my personal concerns and views, unless to
introduce the following letter from a gentleman
who claims relationship, as belonging to the
family of the SeecufaTors. Now, although
I admit his letter because he etidently has some
projecting blood in his veins, yet I would have
him and all correspondents to take notice that
they are not to bribe ,me with insinuations
of being nearly related; or being first or second
cousin. Such partialities are beneath the con-
sideration of Projectors, who, of all men, itis
well known, are so free from them, that they
seldom pay much attention to the interest of
their families, considering all such confexions
as things to be sacrificed for the public good.
In the mean time, however, I would not bé™
thought téo proud to. acknowledge a poor relas
) L2
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tion, and I have therefore admitted my present
correspondent’s lgtter. * The SpecuraTors, I
do not deny, are related to us; although, not
having our genealogical tree at hand, Tam not
quite certain in what degrec. Some of them
- have even been more fortunate in life than our
family, and much less exposed to public sneer
and contempt. -It is notorious that the very
name of a Project is thought to bring with it a
certain portion of ridicule, of doubt, and of
danger, while the wisest men in the City have
no objection to what they call Speculation.
There is also another family, who, I have no
doubt, will be claiming kindred with us, I mean
the ScuEmMERs ; and I think upon the whole
they are more nearly related ; but thz fact is,
and I do not wish to conceal it, some of our
relations, despising the regular rites of matri-
mony, have taken concubines to themselves,
and have begotten a race of Plotters, a spurious
breed, with whom we are often confounded.
These are circumstances which I hope will ex-
cuse my being a little shy in admitting family
claims. ,
For the reasons, however, already stated, I
*submit my correspondent’s plan to the opinion
of my readers, but must beg leave to decline



Ne 46. THE PROJECTOR. 149

giving it the sanction of my 5pprobation until I
shall have made good and suffitient trial therebdf,
In the mean time let him speak for himself.

¢ 7O THE PROJECTOR.
¢ SIR,

¢ Berore 1 presume to lay btfore youa
PrOJect which I have in view, I wi}l endeavour
to prove, that, although I cinnot claim tlte
dignity of being one of the illustrious famﬂy of
Projectors, I bear some affinity to them, being
myself of the family of Speculators, who are
able, in their pedigree, to claim alliance to your
ancestors through a female branch. You will
believe that I have not degeyerated from my
ancestors, when I inform you that about three
years since ' I had formed a scheme for pubhshmg
a Periodical Paper, which I intended to rival
the Spectator, ard to which I purposed giving
my family name Speculator, for a title. But,
before its public appearance (I am almost
ashamed to confess such a departure from the
family characteristics), I was prudent enbugh
to resolve on writing several numbers for the
purpose of trying my abjlities. With' this view
I composed my first number, in which I largely.
descanted on the 1mport<mce of such publica-
tions, g.nd took for the motto,

¢ Dimidium facti, qui ceBit, habets
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I now thought myself proceeding in a most
pr&sperous style,‘ and comnmenced my second
number with the motto,

¢ Perge quo cepisti,’

and.the following sentence : ¢It is the peculiar
privilege and characteristic of a Speculator, to
begin his undertakings with confidence and
clamour ; and having raised his own expecta-
tions, and those of the world, to the highest
pitch, to end his schemes abruptly in disappoint-
ment and confusion.” I was myself an instance
of the truth of this remark, for here ended my
rivalry with Addison and Steele. Having thus
exhibited n{y affinity to you, and my claim to
your notice, I will, Cousin Projector, with your
leave, submit te you a Project, which will; I
think, be found wortﬁ'y of your powerful ap-
probation, as a thing which promises to be of
most extensive utility.

“ You have, I doubt not, frequently been in
p&i‘trés where the conversation has been very ill
apportioned among the company. You have
heard how my Lady Jingle’s eloquence pre-
dominates at the tea-table, and rings in the ears
and silences the tongues of the rest of the com-
pany. You must oftentimes have been fatizued
with the harangues of that insipid demagogue,
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Mr. Simon Addlepate, whé will declalm for a

whole hour on the dlameter of his tea-cup, ‘and
at last prove, in the most pompous inanity of
language, no more than that it must‘contain
more than the tea-spoon, because — it 1s more
capacmus When wrapt in meditation, or hast-
ening on some important errand, you have,
perhaps, frequently been delaycd by that bat-
ton-hole orator, Timothy Trifle, Doctor in Me-
dicine, who, thrusting his fore finger into the
upper button-hole of your coat, has detained
you with the information, which he is a quarter
of an hour in telling, that you mﬁy cxpect to
hear very soon of some most important event,
as his corns vexed him the last night just as
they did'the evening preceding the landing of
the French in Egypt. If you have ever spent
an evening in listenfng to the orations in
St. btephun s chapel, you have, doubtless, la-
mented that the oil y emptiness which pervades
the long speeches of certain persons sh@nld
by provoking the soporific propensities &sythe
hearers, produce in the great Statesmey of the
House, an inattention ¢o the conterns of the
Nation, and render them unfit or unable to as- _
sist in the public delibérations but by the so-
norous nasal drone, which is the appropriate-
eloquence of the pillow.
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¢ All these, and many more similar vex-
atigns, which you, as well as all other contem-
plative men, must have experienced from a
badly-regulated use of the organ of specch,
have, I should think, led you to perceive the
great benefit which may be derived from any
means of putting the tonu'ue under better direc-
tion, and rendering the use of it more conducive
to peace'and the general interests of mankind.
For these laudable purposes I have projected
an instrument of double power, to measure the
space which the tongue runs over, even during
the shortest speech, and the weight of the words
which it utters, and by the means of this, and
the help of an Act of Parliament, and a watch,
I think I can promise to bring that member,
which has so long been called unruly, under
very good rule and restraint.

#¢ 1 have named my mstrumént a ]ogometer,
or glossameter, or, to please the sesquipedalians,
glossadiassemabarometer. Parliament, in its
wiséory, I am credibly informed, never rewards
or assists any invention, unless it be well re-
commended. I therefore send you, good Consin,
a model of this incomparable instrument, and

“will now explain its powers of action, with the
hoPe of inducing you to speak a good word for
me, and by a certificate under your hand,
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assure the Honourable the House of Comr.nons
that if I had chosen to procure a patent I might
have made thousands and tens of thousands of
pounds by my invention, and that, I having
most nobly (for this is my patriotic intention)
made the mechanism and use of my instruments’
public, no reward which that Honoumble House
can bestow will be too great for my merit.

Doubtless, the accustomed liberality, justice,
and discrimination of the House, will amply
compensate the loss which I shall sustain by my

laudable public spirit.

“ My glossameter is extremcly simple, and
will not need much explanatlou As I have
sent you a model, which you are ut lll)erty to
retain for' one month, to show to all curious’
inquirers, 1 have no occasion to explain its
mechanism, and will therefore confine myself
to a relation of the mode of its action. Itisa
double, or duplex instrument, and is used by
holding it in the hand, and simply touching a
spring when it 1s o be employed. It will, with
this simple prcpmatlon, measure the dlstauce
from mmany miles (the langth of a eounsellor’s
speech) to the 16th part of an inch (the length
of the sullen No). And it will at the same
time, exhibit the degree of weight and solidity,
or levity and obscurity, which the words uttered
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contain. When ‘employed by the curious or
the contemplative, it cannot fail to afford great
and rational amusement. But I aim at more
than ¢his. I wish to see it so used as to be a
thing of public importance. I shall, by a pre-
‘sent of a glossameter, bribe some silent Mem-
ber of Parliament (for this is laudable bribery)
who never can open his humble lips on account
of the tedious harangues of more daring mem-
bers, to move for leave to bring in a bill to
constrain the tongues of all his Majesty’s loving
subjects to move by mle, and regulate their
speeches by my logometer, and the time-piece.
The preamble of which bill shall run thus:
¢ Whereas it is' cxpedient that some restraint
‘should be laid on the tongues of many of his
Majesty’s loving subjccts, that encouragement
may be thereby given to others of his Majesty’s
loving subjects, who are now frequently unable
to make use of their tongues, to the great detri-
ment of his Majesty and his united kingdom,
and the peace and good order of public de-
liberation, and private societies.’
¢ It"shall therefore be enacted, That the
newly-invented ]ogomefer be used by all his
Majesty’s aforesaid loving subjects, that their
discourses may be duly regulated b'y that in-
estimable instrument, with the assistance of a
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watch. And these shall bt some of the ‘other
enactments. The penalty for disobedience to
any part ef the Act shall be, for the first
offence, a confinement to yes and no for one
week ; for the second offence, total silence for
one month; and for the third, the tongue t6
be slit. All or any of these penalties to be
inflictéd by any one or more of his Majesty’s
trusty and well-beloved justices of the peace,
on the oath of one witness.

¢¢ At the tea-table not more than one third of
the company present to speak at the same time;
and when any lady’s tongue is fatigued by the
velocity of its course, the said lady shall desist
from speaking, and not be permltted to take
breath dnd proceed for the space of three
minutes, under the penalties aforesaid. But,
as every lady will take care not to be deprived
of her turn, no lady shall be compelled to de-
sist before her breath be spent, which, it is
calculated, will, from her rapidity, be in about
seven minutes frem her first movement, during
which time it 1s concelved her tongue w111 have
travelled about one mile and a hal’t * Never-
theless, no lady who is disposed to silence, to
be compelled to speak. )

“« No counsellor, learned in the law, shall
exceed, in his speech, two hours and 15 minutes,
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in which time his tongue can travel about seven
miles. Nevertheless, if he cannot so much
compress the matter which he may have to de-
liver, nothing in this Act contained shall ex-
tend to prevent his delivering the remainder to

“his clerks, or the benches in the Temple-gar-
dens, provided he molest no one but the clerks
and benches aforesaid thereby.

« No reverend Doctor shall, before his
congregation, travel over more than one mile,
which, as he proceeds but slowly, will take
about 43 minutes. And-whereas the reverend
Dr. Morpheus is a most composing preacher,
nothing, therefore, in this Act contained, or
to be contained, shall extend, or be construed
td extend, to prevent him from travélling as
fast as he chooses during the said 43 minutes ;
forasmuch as his audiend¢é, after the first seven
minutes, are generally so wholl§ wrapt in sleep
as to be insensible to his Reverence’s eloquence.
And no pious, sensible, and exemplary (and
consequently poor) curate shall be hereby pre-
vented from preaching as long as he pleases for
the benefit of his congregation.

< All surgeons, apothecaries, country doc-
"tors, and attorneysat law, to speak with much
, greater celerity, and not stammer their words
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out as if not sufficiently paid for, and therefore
unwilling to part from® themn, or as if fearful
of wearing.out their tongues.

¢¢ All reserved and silent men to apply oil to
the hinges and springs of the organs of speech,
and keep them in better practice. All great
men, courtiers and placemen, to be more sparing
in the- uses of the same relaxigg liquid, and to
learn to employ more weighty words, =nd not
light things called promises, and to make their
tongues move with more judgment and sense.

““ And whereas the discourse of the officers
of his Majesty’s land forces, and mmany others
of his Majesty’s loving subjects, usually called
ladies’ men, never exceeds tle weight of one
scruple by measurement with the logometers
even though their tongues may travel many
miles and hours: Nathing, "therefore, shall
extend to prevent the ladies’ men aforesaid
froni having full liberty to talk as long and as
fast as they please, provided they molest no one
but the ladies thereby, and so as the officers
aforesaid do not forget that soldiers fight with
swords and firelocks, and not parasols ahd fans;
forasmuch as it might, perhaps, provoke the
mirth, and thereby disturb the discipline of his
MaJesty s army, if any of his officers should
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give' the words ¢ shoulder fans’ instead of
< arms,” or salute a Géneral Officer with a pa-
rasol instead of a sword. .

« All officers of his Majesty’s Navy, and
others, who accustom themselves to use weighty
‘words, usually called swearing, hereafter shall
employ less pondcroué cxpressions, inasmuch
as such heavy ones may perchance overpower
them, -and bend them down so low, that they
may ever afterwards go crooked, and perhaps
fall into a well called the bottomless pit.

“ You will perceive, good Cousin, that I
have only - stated the substance of a very few of
the intended clauses. All necessary words and
forms, directing the application of my glos-
sameter, will of course be inserted, and many
more clauses added, and the Act rendered in
every respect corf)plete. . Let me therefore be-
seech you to favour me with a recommendation.
And, in order to interest you in my behalf, I
will shortly, if no unforeseen circumstance
prevents me, give you, in another letter, the
history of my life. It is, however, not impro-
bable that I may be prevented. In the mean
time, believe me, dearest Cousin Projector,

“ Your very loving Cousin,

¢ ScIP10 SPECULATOR.
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« P.S. Entre nous, if by your recommenda-
tion the generous Parliament gives me a few
thousands, ;you shall not be forgotten by me.
But this is only between ourselves :—Snug is
the word on this subject. And I am perfectly
disinterested, and in doing this patriotic action”
I am not sordid enough to want a reward.”

THE PROJECTOR, Ne°g4;.

49

- . L4 .
— Somno et inertibus horis
Ducere solicite jucunda oblivia vitze.” Hor.

“ Laugh, and be well. Monkeys have been
Extreme good doctors for the spleen ;

And kitten, if tite humour hit,

Has harlequin’d away the fit.” GREEN.

R ——

August 1805.

WHILE the return “of the summer nionths
affords new pleasures to'the gay publick, it also
is found to yield new ideas to the ProsEcToRr,
who, though remaining firmly at his post, and
seldom indulging himself in those jaunts which
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at this season are to one class so pleasant, and
to another so profitable, would not be thought
inattentive to what passes in the most distant
quarters of his Majesty’s dominions. And with
this inclination to follow his fellow-subjects
into their summer retreats, it is peculiarly for-
tunate that the public journals now think it
their duty' to' place intelligencers of- known
abilitics at all the watcring-places, and that we
have dispatches from the coasts of Kent and
Sussex in as regular succession as those from
the shores of Europe and Asia.

From-these abundant sources of information,
the few who remain in London are admitted,
by proxy, to a $hare of the pleasures which they
are not otherwise able to enjoy ; -and surely
they have reason, in their town confinement, to
be heartily thankful that writers are employed
who possess such striking powers of description
as to bring the most distant scenes of delight be-
fore their eyes, and enable them to repeat those
transports which have ceased to agitate the
bosoms of the original spectators. In a dearth
of intelligence, which I presume will ever be
most severely felt when there is a thirst for
news, it is a matter of great consolatien that,
although we know little of what is passmg at
Paris, Petersburg, or Vlenna, no ‘transaction
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can happen at Brighton or, Margate, without
a faithful report being made next day to the
publick at large. Even a-shower of rain which
may happen to fall there, and fall as it docs m
other plcu.eb, is regularly sent up by post to the
Metropolis,with a minute account of the parties,
it dispersed, or the amusements it interrupted ;
and although in former days the brightness of
“sun-shine was recorded on]y.as having a ten-
dency to gladden the heart of the peasant by
ripening his corn, we find it now of little other
value than as it contributes to the more genteel
conveniences of a féte-champetre, or the un-
disturbed view of an ass-race. Winds which
were noticed only because they endangcred
navies, and produced shlpwrecks, are now of
lmpm tance for their gentler effects in dlscom-
posing bouncts, and dlscovermg ancles; and
lightnings which once terrified the ycung and
the egay, are memorable only for being out-
flashed by the eyes of the ladies at a ball or a
breakfast, darting indignation to the forward,
and defiance to the proud.

Rigid moralists may object to all this, and
political enthusiasts maj complain’ that their
attention is withdrawn from the cabinet and
the field, - to contemplate the transactions of*the
bathing-room or the raffle-shop. They may

VOL. II. M .
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urge’ that the designs of the Emperor of Ger-

many are a more just cduse of anxiety than the
benefit of the master of the ceremonies, and
may think it of more consequence to curb the
ambition of France than to fill the lodging-
‘houses of Margate. They may likewise sup-
pose, and perhaps not unreasonably, that a
gazette from Lord Nelson would be more ac-
ce'ptable than the detail of a pig-race, and that
the prospect of a vigorous and well-principled
coalition on the Continent would be more cheer-
ing than the most brilliant and crowded pro-
menade on the Steine.

Such objections, and many others, I am
well aware, may he advanced against the custom
of devoting so large a proportion of our news-
papers to the petty intelligence which I have
here noticed : but on_the other hand, as I
should ill deserve the name of Prosecror, if
I did not wish to construe every thing in the
most favcurable sense, I must say that the at-
tention bestowed by our public journalists and
their readers on such matters, will admit of a
very opposite construction’ from that which the
rigid and censorious may be inclined to offer.
I would ask, whether there is not much reason
to be thankful that public taste is so easily
pleased, and, in such critical circumstances as
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those in which the natign is now placed,

whether we ought not to reJmce that both the
alarms and the expences of the war are dissipated
by trifles which one should expect would have
scarcely pacified a school, or quieted a nursery?
And with respect to the weather, I would ask,

whether our attention to its effects at Dandelion
may not divert us from thinking .too much on
its operation in Mark Lane, and whetherby
dint of considering it only as it promotes a show
or disperses a crowd, we may not in time learn
to forget that it has some influence on the
harvest, and some on the quartern loaf ?

It is acknowledged that of all tastes there 1s
none so disagreecable as that which 1s fastidious,
which fgrms sanguine hopes, and expects vast
gratifications ; and that of all tempers, that
which is discontented, peevish, and insatiable,
is the most painful to the possessor, and the
most intolerable to all about him. And if these
facts are granted, I hope it will follow that we
ought to be delighted with such accounts in
the public paper's as afford the most convincing
proof that no suchinicety or non-conformity of
temper now prevails, and that the lovers of
amusement have at length attained the art of
being ¢ pleased with a feather, ticked with a
straw.”. The advantage of this will appear

M 2 .
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obvidus, if we look back to the days when the
demand for pleasure was equally great, but the
means of answering it more difficult, being then
unhappily clogged with terms and conditions
of a very severe kind. It was formerly the
fashion to contend for what were called rational
pleasures, for such as combined some degree of
instruction as well as pastime, and might even
on'distant reflection afford some delight. But
whatever might be the terms, or the manner
in which they were fulfilled, this did not long
answer the purpose. Weariness, and that
dreadful disorder ennui, came on, and even
sleep obtruded itsclf without its refreshing
powers. Th‘e heuse of Mirth, although she
did not resemble her sister mansion jn other
respects, became nearly as much deserted as
the house of Mourning. Certain exertions of
mind, certain preparations of the understand-
ing, were wanting, to render amusements wal:e-
ful ; and this could not be reasonably expected
from those who were too humble to exert the
privilege of thinking, or too ‘much employed
when in business to admit any thing like stretch
of thought when out of'it. Hence the caterers
for the public taste became at variance with
their guests. The one offered amusement, the
other wanted fun; and the contest might have
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been destructive to both parties, had not the
compromise taken place of which we now hear
and rcad se much. Accordmg to this judicious
arrangcment, nothing is deemed an amusement
which requires a moment’s thought, and every
thing is to be excluded from the list of pleasures
that is not like certain school-books, ¢ adapted
to the meanest understanding.-”. T -
Now in the progress of my vindication’of this
revolution, I must observe that, of all men
who complain of it, politicians seem to me to
complain with the worst grace; and if any of
those grumblers happen to be in high places,
I would have them seriously to weigh the
grounds of their dissatisfaction agaanst the pro-
bable adVvantages that may accrue. They will
then, I hope, see matters in a much more fa-
vourable light. Instead of complaining, they
Wlll be delighted to find that the prospect of
national calamlty may be averted by the most
trifling objects that nature or art can yield,
and that the preseure of public expences can be
lessened by so simple a remedy as addmg pn-
vate ones to them. If they can give us no in-
formation when we are impatient to know the
destination of a fleet, is it not something in
their favour that the arrival of a hoy can afford
hours of conversation and of quiet, equally in-
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teresting and satisfactory? If they are com-
p.elled to demand-a heavy tax, ought they not
to be pleased that we accustom ourselves to
such grievances, by practising the most lavish
expenditure where there is no compulsion at
all? If a naval engagement disappoints our
expectations, what can be more reasonable
than to transfer the pleasure it would have af-
forded us, to the swiftness of a smcck-race, or
the contortions of a grinning-match ? And if
all our efforts to curb the pride of an usurper
are ineffectual, is it not a matter of great con-
solation that we can forget him and all his en-
croachments, by soaping the tail of a pig, and
decreeing the animal to the gallant hero that
takes the firmest hold ? Upon the whoie, there-
fore, after carefully weighing all these matters,
placmg an m’mgue aga.mst a secret expedltlon,
and the opening of a ball against the result of
a cabinet-council, I cannot help thinking that
politicians have very little reason to complain
of this new taste for simple pleasures.

But although the newspapers date all their
notices of such affairs from our places of sum-
mer relaxation, it is not there only where this
taste prevails, although perhaps it may be there
exhibited to most advantage, and recorded with
most fidelity. I have observed symptoms of it
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for some time past running*through the whole
system of fashionable life, and infecting eyery
person who aspires to do what is genteel. The
whole of the terms, indeed, upon which a
fashionable character is held, never perhaps
were cheaper, or more easnly withjn the reach
of the publick at large Such are the facilities
administered, that if the differénce between
genteel and vulgar be not soon utterly abuu(qﬁed
it must be owing to an invincible obstinacy on
the part of the latter, or to some reasous which
it either is not easy to discover, or might not
be proper to disclose.

We can, at least some of us, remember when
the distance between genteél and vulgar was
preserved by barriers over which it was not easy
to pass; by hard cash which every one could
not command, and by family or rank, which
few could obtain, and none could counterfeit.
By. what means these barriers have been broken
down, I shall not at present inquire; but it is
now certain that all which is requisite to bring
the parties on an e)‘act level may be procured at
a very small expence. If any one,.for’example>
wishes to pass for a gentleman, he has only to
crop his head, to disuse hair-powder, to wear
boots and pantaloons, and to be able to give
securit); that he has upon the whole been more
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indebted to his tailor than to his schoolmaster,
and that his conversation savours more of the
stable than of the college. ~All this my readers
will perceive is not difficult; and it is happy it
is not so, because it is indispensably necessary
—s9 necessary, indeed, that I question whether
shoes and stockings may not in time create a
susmcnon which every man wishes to avoid. I
had, 11 truth, an opportunity lately to be con-
vinced that such danger is not very far off. A
very lively lady, after describing the appearance
of a gentleman whose affairs were rather em-
barrassed, said, he looked very seedy,” and
turning briskly round to me who, I confess, am
somewhat ofc the old school in respect to dress,
atlded, “I beg your pardon, Mr. ProsEcTOR,
but I was quite shocked to see the poor man,
recollecting how genteelﬂhe used to dress ; why
really, hc wore shoes and stockings and so
forth, just as you do.” i
The same facility of acquiring a genteel cha-
racter may be observed in mary other circum-
stances, such as dining at a very late hour, that
is, about an hour or an hour and a half after
the time appointed. Yet, simple as this may
seem, it is not less necessary than what I have
mentioned, noris a deviation from the practice
less suspicious. Who does not know how very
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ungenteel it 1s to be obllged to visit your regu-
lar p(,ople, as they call themselves, who think
that clocks were made to point out the hours,
and that the hour fixed should be kepts and
who are so untractable that they cannot be
made to comprehend that five o’clock means
six o'clock, or any hour after. Such people
can never be gentecl, and all "the advantage
their regu]a.lty procures is, that tempeis are
less apt to be ruffled, and dinners to be spoiled;

but surely these trifles are not to be compared
to the consequence we derive from making com-
pany wait, and displaying our eloquence in a
deluge of apologies, opposed by a torrent of
pardons. .

But of all our cheap and simple delights, and
infallible symptoms of gentility, there is per-
haps none more easily accessible than that for
which we have becu lately indebted to some in-
gemous mechanick, or to some gentleman of a
mechanical turn, I mean the practice of rldmg
on the outside instead of the inside of a carriage.
At first sight, indeed‘. this may appear to have
originagted with some of those passengers who
have been hitherto known, and not much re-
spected, by the name of oufsides. But what-
ever may be in this conjecture, in order to put
the system in motjon, it required higher
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powers, and those powers have been so judi-
ciously applied, that one part of an old print
which my readers may have seen, entitled,
“Tle World turned upside down,” is now
realized, as the servants ride in the carriage,
while the.master and mistress are mounted on
the box. Yet it must be added, that as all
fashion consists in naming one thing for another,
and s nothing can be despicable ‘which has a
new name,so the box is now become a bharouche.
A man must be very fastidious, indeed, who is
not pleased with every.accession of accomplish-
ments made to the character of a man of fashion,
and that in addition to the merit of being ““an
indulgent husband, a tender father, and a
 faithful friend,” may be added, ¢'an expert
coachman, and a careful driver.”

I have now, I hope, advanced enough to
convince the rigid, that our present taste for
simplf, objects of pleasure and ambition, is not
so ill accommodated to existing circumstances
as they may suppose, and that it is most hap-
pily adapted to the undeystandings of the par-
ties pi‘inoipally concerned.  Without this last
circumstance, indeed, every scheme of this
kind would be useless. But I might have pur-
sued my train of argument by appealing to
other circumstances, had not my paper given
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warning. I might have produced an instance
n the Drama, where such is our fondness fer
little things, that we have determined to crowd
to no play but children’s play. And so profit-
able has this become, that in order to prevent
the publick from being imposed on byold young
Rosciuses, and stunted performers the ma-
nagers are determined to apply. to the purserigs
at first hand.- This excellent plan, and thie in-
creasing taste for pantomime, will complete
that facility of being pleased which I have
thought proper to celebrate in my present lucu-
bration. And surely, if extreme good-nature
requires no apology, and if they are to be com-
mended, who, instead of l)e'u;g fostid*oms 1n
taste or temper, are pleased with eve. —wifle
exhibited before them, I shall hope that what
I have advanced will ameunt to all ilie vindica-
tion of which the parties alluded to in this
Pape;' are capable, and I flatter myself it will
appear to be all which they can reasonably
expect.
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¢ Inspicere, tanquam in speculum, in vitas omniumn

Jubeo: Atque ex aliis sumere exemplum sibi.”
TERENT.

Scptember 1805.

I F the progress of education in this country
were to be measured by the treatises which
have been written upon that important subject
within the last half century, knowledge and
* virtue would, doubtless, have been cxtended
over the whole nation, and would have been
excmplified and practised by every individual.
It would have been as difficult to trace the past
state of ignorance and vice, as it is now to dis-
cover the age and architecturc of certain antient
buildings, the use or construction of which we
can only conjecture by a; careful inspection of
their ruins, by accidentally mecting with an
old painting, or by decyphering some antiquated
record or charter. So equally, indegd, and so
profusely, would knowledge have been distri-
buted, that conversation must have languished



N© 48. THE PROJECTOR. 173

from a want of any thisg that required telling
pl’ldL would have in vain sought for trratlhcatlon
in mfeuout}, and an accidental dlscovery of
the most miraculous kind conld alone have dis-
tinguished onc man from another.

But these are dreams in which the actual
state of mankind will not" permit us to indulge
ourselves. Whatever may be Fhe reason, the
salutary effects of these voluminous treatises: on
Education have not yet borne any considerable
proportion to the hopes or the abilities of the
writers. Some men have not yet been able to
profit, from being unable to rcad; and others,
who have been able to read, have beenunwilling
to profit. Ignorance is not yet entirel y banished
from our gountry, although I am willing to
allow that it has often been exported in very
great quantities : and certain kinds of vice and
folly are still practised with incorrigible obsti-
nacy, *or with stupid insensibility. The time,
therefore, is perhaps now come, and I think it
is hastened by such disappointments, when it
may be worth while to consider how far the
writers on Education (.u«rht to fecl thur morti-
fications ; and to inquire whether they “have not
indulged hopes, which, in this imperfect state
of man, are not to be justified by experience tn
other matters ; and whether (but this I submit.
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with great deferer:ce) the means they propose
have been always adequate to the end.

Perhaps, indeed, one very common error has
prevailed in this affair, for which the writers on
Education are not to blame. It is, if I am not
mistaken, a maxim with the regular faculty,
thut no new medicine ought to be rejected until
it has obtained a fair, a long, and a general
triza ; but as to these receipts to make men
wise and virtuous, I am afraid that too many
have done little more than give them a cursory
reading, applaud the writer’s taste and style,
and fly to the next that may be offered. This,
as I have hinted, must certainly be the fault of
the publick, atd not of the author; for what
author ever presented a System of Education,
who did not at the same time think it the best
that human ingenuity could devise, and who
did not sincerely wish that it might be adopted
in all schools and seminaries, within or without
the kingdom, to the latest period of time?
The fault, therefore, of neglecting to practise
so many new rules as are daily offered, must lie
with those parents who are more desirous of
knowing what can be said, than of trying what
can be done.

It may yet be w1thm the memory of a few of
my readers, that some years ago a learned gen-
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tleman, besides giving publi¢ lectures on'the
subject, wrote several books, to prove that .1]1
the evils, natural and artlﬁcml that are inci-
dent to human life, might be cured by Ero-
QueENCE; and that as soon as men become
masters of gmccf ul elocution, a new order of
things would arise ; viet and folly ‘would no
more taint the human character ; wars would
cease throughout the earth, and the »oild
would present a scene little short, if at all short,
of the happiness of the millennium. Yet so
insensible were this gentleman’s contemporaries
to the advantages of his scheme, that I know
not that there is a single instance upon record
of his success. The elocution and gmccful read-
ing, which he proposed are not known to have
prevented a single crime at the Old Bailey, nor
a single fawx pas in the fashionable world.
Still the inventor avas not to blame, siiice man-
kind«did not choose to try the experiment. The
Parliament, which may be supposed a little
acquainted with the effects of eloquence, af-
forded him no er.lcouragbment ; the courts of
law went on with tieir old pumshmenﬁs nor
do I remember that any tondemned ‘malefactor
was offcred his life on condition of submitting
to this gentleman’s experiments on his hard
heart,
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I'might instance other cases of the failure of
admuabk plmns, particularly those of some of
our modern plulobop.lcrq, who have written in
fa\ou'r of what they call the perfectibility of
man. But the latter, at least, I reserve for
the subject of a future paper, as it is my desire
that such Projects may not be too hastily con-
signed to oblivion by the fickle taste of the pub-
Ltk My present purpose is, to notice a maxim
lately introduced among the novelties of educa-
tion, namely, that vouth should not be long
kept in ignorance of the world. This seems to
arise from an opinion, that if they are too rigor-
ously restiained from bearing a part in social
amusements and follics, tho will take the
Jarger share when the\ come to be totally
emancipated from parental controul; and that,
therefore, it is better to shew them the worst
at first, that they ma}; be the sooner sickened
at folly and licentiousness. But althoygh I
bave termed this a novelty, and such it is, com-
pared to the practice in the young days of some
of my' readers ; I am not sure whether it may
not be. traced to very higlh antiquity, nor whe-
ther it be not borrovtcd from a custom of the
Lacedemonians. This wise people, we are
tokd, used to make their slaves drunk, and ex-
hibit them before their children, that the latter
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might acquire a dislike of ‘that beastly indul-
gence. If this be the origin df the practice al-
luded to, perhaps the hint has been borrowed,
as our nation is said to borrow many hints in
arts and manufactures, with a view to improve
and bring it to a highger degree of perfection
than the inveutor imagined possible.  Perhaps
it is the intention to try whether every species
of ignorance or vice may not be cured merely
by being exhibited, and thus the opinion of
that Poet confirmed, who savs that ¢ Vice, to
be hated, necds only to be seen.”

Indecd the mode in which certain parents
exhibit vice and folly to thur children 1is evi-
dently an improvement on tie L‘acedcmomdn
plan, inasmuch as they admit them to some
small share in the business going on, in order
more completel): to wedn them from it. Hence,
I think, it must be, that we sec so many youths
of very tender age, encouraged to bet at a
horse-race, or to enjoy the bottle at a tavern ;
and I confess this scems by far a more agree-
able lesson of dislike than the Lacedemonian,
provided we could only be assured tfiat the con-
sequence would be equally salutary. It might
‘mot be difficult for parents to exhibit their
drunken servants, as a warning ‘to their sons ;
but they seem to be of opinion that the admo-

VOL. II. ) N °
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nition will come with a better effect if the
young gentlemen are allowed to try in their
own persons what a shocking thing it is to be
intoxicated. With the same view it no doubt
is, that the gallantries of those young gentle-
men are heard with indifference at least, if not
some degree of satisfaction, as it argues that
they are convincing themsclves by personal ex-
perience of the evils arising from such ¢ youth-
ful frolicks.”

There is one circumstance, which, if we are
disposed to adopt this extension of the Lacede-
monian plan, is very much in its favour, I mean
the abhorrence in which all ranks hold the vice
of hypocrisy. So open and undisguised are the
iempers of some men, that they never affect to
conceal any of those actions which we are apt
to consider as objects of, censure. And this is
an improvement in manners which renders_ the
description of them so easy to those gentlemen
whose business it is to journalize the transac-
tions of the gay world. Very few of those
transactions are performed in secret, or do not
transpire within a few days. No disguise is
attempted, and some, it is well known, are so
far from a wish to conceal their conduct or cha-
racters, that they have fallen into what precise
people would call the opposite extreme, and
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have given large sums to the above-mentioned
journalists for the ¢ honourable mentlon made
of them in their daily histories.' There can be
no difficulty, therefore, in putting our new
plan into execution, and giving lessons of in-
dustry, early hours, and chastity, in such com-
pany and at such places. And as we find that
young persous of both sexces are .early introduced
to them, what more charitable conclusion, than
that this is done with a view to give them a
high relish for domestic pleasures, and rational
society ?

With respect likewise to gaming, which has
long been the bane of our youth, may we not
hope that equally good effects wi¥l arise from
the easy terms of admission held out by the'
academies of St. James’s street, where they may
behold what a dangerous thing gaming is, and
]earn that a man ruined by gambling is, in ge-
neral, devoted to a life of continual dependance,
or precarious shifts ? In order, however, that
our plan may be.more extensively adcpted, I
cannot help digressing here, in order to say
that the masters of those academies, or some of
the parents who have sent their children to
them, ought, from time to time, to publish
lists of well-attested cures, or, ptrhaps, have
annual exhibitions, as in other schools, at which

N2
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premiums might Ue distributed to those who
had made the greatest 'progress in the abhor-
rence of gaming, and the proper use of wealth.
As to the more elevated species of gallantry,
it was long ago inculcated by a celebrated no-
bleman, that the Lz‘_lceflcmonian plan should be
adopted ; and in his days, perhaps, it might
have becn attended with some degree of safety,
and sowe degree of secrecy. But since we have
improved in our aversion to hypocrisy, and seem
to value an affair of gallantry only in propor-
tion as it is known, the practice has been at-
tended with an expence which would, perhaps,
render this the most inconvenient of all branches
of education. In this solitary instance, there-
fore, it might be perhaps as well, if we borrow
a little knowledge at sccond hand, and try
whether a regard for the honour of the married
state may not be learned by a distant view of
crim. con. when displayed in W’estminster-i-]all,
or the House of Lords. And, upon due consi-
deration, I know not whether it may not be
very possible for a man of common understand-
ing, to acquire pretty correct notions of the evil
and infamy of adultery without keeping a mis.
tress, or having ever run away with his friend’s
wife, ' ,
.. How far other crimes may be prevented, by
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our youth being early initisted into the company
of those who commit them,’ rpust depend:ou
farther experience than a plan yet in its infancy
can be supposed to possess. We have, indeed,
heard very much lately of men of ‘¢ genteel ap-
pearance,” and of ¢ elegaut dress,” as well as
of some ¢ beautiful and interesting” young la-
dies who have been examined at Bow-street, or
made their debut at the Old Bailey ; yet I much
question whether the company they kept on
the highway has given them a thorough know-
ledge of the virtues of honesty, or whether their
fondness for crowds, mobs and routs, has tend-
ed much to improve their ideas of the nature of
property, or to give them more correct notions
of the value of time. In endeavouring, there-
fore, to inspire a young man with a just ab-
horrence of dishonest® and unfair means of
amassing mouey, instead of introducing him at
first into the company of strampets and pick-
pockets, it might be advisable to trv the more
genteel manners f jockies and money-lenders.
As idleness is acknowledged to be the root
of all evil, nothing can :be more piudent than
to give youth an early aversion to it; and here
principally it is that we may contemplate. the
effects of our new plan. Nor is it possible to
say to what farther lengths it might be carried,
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if those parents who have taught their children
the value of time 4t places of pubﬁc and private
amusement, from day to day, or rather from
night fo day, would condescend to favour us
with their experience in a series of we!l-attested
cases. It would be. particularly desirable that
they should specify the hour or day when their
children acquired their first dislike to waste of
time, and when it amounted to such a sense of
its value as to make them prefer the domestic
cirele, and the occasionsl iriendiy sodiety, to
midnight riot and licentious pleasures. I am
not anxious about these particnlars myself, be-
cause I am alrendv fullv apprized of all the
effects of the system; but I suggest them for
the sake of some well-meaning persons of the
old school, who contend for a mode of education
so opposite, that without some new and ex-
traordinary light thrown upon the subject, it is
not possible they should ever be reconciled to
one, which, in their opinion, 1s calculated only
to anticipate the criminal passions, to introduce
a premature debasement of mind, and add to
the artificial miseries of socicty.
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Thuz pens of many of my predecessors have
been laudebly employed in investigating the
good and evil of Novels, and Novel-reading ;
but, as the manufacture of Novels is still carried
on to a very great extent, it is, I am afraid, to
be inferred that their lzbours have not been fol-
lowed by all the success they deserve. This,
however, as in other matters counected with
public ittstruction, is a cause rather for regrat
than surprize. Long experience ought to have
convinced authors and teachers, that to point
out what is hurtful, and to induce people to
avoid it, are two very different processes, and
rarely effected by the same means.

It will not bg expected that any thing new
can be advanced on,a question so often handled:
and, indeed, in all these my lucybrations, I
have hinted that my veaders are not to expect
"much of that kind. Yet, perhaps, this very
circumstance may recommend the present Pro-
JECTOR to the attention of the readers of Novels,
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since no class of people are more partial to the
repetition of tl‘:e same adventures, the same
language, and the same sentiments. I hope,
therefore, they will grant to me a little of that
indulgence so liberally and constantly extended
to the manufacturers of their favourite studics,
who would be thrown totally out of bread if
their customers were so nice as to reject one
Novel merelv because it resembled another, or
refuse to read what they had often read before.

The chief argument, if I mistake not, in fa-
vour of Novel-writing, is, its ¢ tendency to
teach proper conduct in the affuirs of common
life”” But, if I may be permitted to differ
from the many authorities in which this is ad-
vanced, namely, the prefaces to at least five
hundred of these publications, I should presume
that this argument can affect only such Novels
as treat of common hife, the number of which
is so small that they may be fairly set aside
without any injury to the main question. The
great majority treat of a kind of life which is
so far from being common ‘in any sense of the
word, that we may safely aver it is to be found
in print, and nowhere elsc.

Nor is this the fault of the creators of ro-
mantic life; aad I question, whether it is even
their misfortune ; because a Novel founded on
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common life must he mi_sera}')]y deficient in all
those circumstances from which the pleasure of
Novel-reading arises.  That pledsure I take to
consist principally in the reader’s being intro-
duced into the acquaintance of a class of per-
sonages of supcrior wealth apd rank. of extraor-
dinary virtues and extravagant vices, with
whom he is not likely to becomz familiar in any
other way. ‘Common life too abounds so little
in adventures, and has so much of the level
insipidity of plain sailing, or the flat and hum-
drum motion of towing, that without very ex-
traordinary aid, and a complete derangement
of all its progress, I know not how even a
couple of duodecimos could be manufactared
from the history of any man that ever existed,
and existed, as men in common life do, for no
other purpose than to mind his business, pro-
vide for his family, and perform the quiet duties
of a good Christian and a good subject. We
are also to consider, that the most interesting
part of every Novel is a detail of distresses ; but
distresses in commont life are so tame and un-
picturesque, that, besides their makhug.a very
sorry figure in themselves, they are utterly in-
capable of producing any sweet sympathizing
effect on the most tender-hearted feader. It is
wonderful, indeed, what a differcuce is ob-
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servable between'the distresses of real life and
those which are prodpc‘ed by the printing-press ;
nor is the diiférence less striking between a dis-
appoitiunent, an embarrassment, a discovery,
an escape, in real life, and the same event, or

"an cvent by the same pame, when it is inflicted
with a beautiful type, and upon paper wire-
wove and hot -pressed.

I allow, indeed, for I wish to treat this sub-
jeet with all the impartiality in my power, that
people in common hife are visited by afflictions
which have at least the same names we read of
in Novels: but, ah ! what a difference in the
description of them and in their effects ! I al-
low, too, that tf\cy meet with disappointments,
*but of what kind ? Not of the heart, 'but of the
counting-house ; not virgins ruined, but bills
dishonoured ; not vows disregarded, but bonds
forfeited ; not daughters elop‘ed, but securities
run away. I allow that in common life there
may be sudden faintings, and sudden fits,
hectic ‘flushes, and alarming delirtums ; but,
alas ! so litidde are these comnected with senti-
ment, that, were the ¢ause of them to be inves-
tigated, we should shudder to stain the chaste
pages of Romance with the most distant hint
of them. Who, indeed, would bestow a tear
upon pain and anguish, when it could be proved
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that they proceeded more from indigestion than
from love ; and more from obs‘trpcted perspira-
tion than parental crudt) ! Bebides these co-
gent reasons, it is well known to nurses and
apothecaries, that when people in common life
faint away, are seized with a fever, or lose
their senses, their attitudes, language, and e.xp-
pearance, however interesting-in an hospital,
would make" a sorry figure in a mansion, and
are miserably deficient in that harmony of co-
louring, and delicacy of touch, which make
agony delightful in a Novel. There are two
things I may add, which people in common
life know nothing about, but which are indis-
pensably necessary to give pleasurc to pain, and
digmty to distress: these are the Je nme scat’
quot and the tout ensemble accompaniments
in heroic affairs, to which no translation can
do justice, and therefore T abstain from the at-
tempt. Suffice it to say, that they have a most
charming effect on the diseases of romantic per-
sonages, while, if applied to those of cemmon
life, they would, to® say the least, he a little
suspicious. We should, .for example, have no
very favourable opinion of the delicacy of alady
who talked of the je ne seai quoi of the rheu-
matism, or the tout ensemble of the colic. I
may add, on this part of my subject, what I
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believe is consistent with general observation;
that nothing , requires more shill in Novel-
writing, than'to introduce the furniture of a
bed-room, which in common life is very 1ll
adapted for general view, being composed of
articles to-which 1t i1s difficult to attach senti-
mental language. A skilful writer, with a
good flowing imagination, may venture upon a
pillow scene ; but I have known very few who
were able to disorder the blankets, or draw the
curtains, in a heart-moving way.

With respect to proper conduct i common
life, our Novd-writers act upon a scale rather
too confined to be generally applicable.  The
only pari of conduct which forms the subject of
“thieir precepts 1s marriege ; and here ihc_y make
a full stop, as if the performance of the cere-
mouy carricd with it an irreversible degree of
happiness and virtue. which no future miscon-
duct could mterrupt.  But this is not all ; for
they cither surrcund marriage with too many
difficultivs, or give it too many blessings to be
very useful in the way of -precept or example.
The partics must suffer torments beyond all
that occur in real life, and almost beyond the
utmost stretch of imagination, merely that they
may pass thfough this probationary trial to a
state of immense wealth, of splendid houses,
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parks, aud pleasure-gronwnds. Now, in com-
mon life, we know, that mastiage 1s neither
very difficult nor rcmarf\'uhly bhucrative.  The
parties meet together without anv of these ex-
traordinary risks from rope-ladders and blunder-
busses which accompany courtship in Novels

and if they happen to have acted improperly in
any stage of this business, it is'very rarely that
they are rewarded or punished by a wife of ex-
treme beauty, or vast wealth.  Perhaps, indeced,
it may be alleged that they may learn in Novels
a superior style of couptship, a set of elegant
and chosen phrases, and a mode of depicting a
bleeding or broken heart, which would give a
charming air of refinement 1o common life.
Patterns “of letters and samples of speeches on
such occasions are, no doubt, ')‘iﬂnufull\ scat-
tered in these volumes ;e yet altl*nurrh thev read
more smoothly, and sound more mu%xcwll\ than
what are written or spoken in common life,
there are many reasons for supposing that in
some cases they avould not be successfnl, and
in others not very intelligible. And there are
persons who think that this mode of copying
one’s wishes and wants out of books, and agi-
tating the mind with sccond-hand feelings, is
not very much to be depended on, and has no
very intimate connexion with sincerity. I do
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not mean that it has not been sometimes tried,
but I am apt te suspect that the courtship be-
gun in a Novél has a natural tendency to end
in a Farce.

With regard to proper conduct in other si-
“tuations, I do not find that Novels bestow much
attention on them, and for the same reason 1
have offered when speaking of afflictions and
distresses. Honesty, punctuality,. civility, so-
briety, &c. are virtues which would make no
figure in the world of fiction; and accordingly,
when they do occur, they are generally allotted
to the servants, an old butler, or housemaid,
or, perhaps, a farmer on the edge of a com-
mon, who has a heautiful daughter. But the
‘affairs of the ’Change or the counting=house do
not admit of that sublime redundancy of epithet,
and glare of metaphoi, which distinguish the
transactions of an alcove, or an arbour. Behind
a garden-wall, or behind a tree, an event of
tender-interest, an incident most strikingly im-
pressive, may originate ; but. what can a lover
do behind a counter, except to attend the de-
mands of -his customers, to weigh his sugars,
or to measure his muslns ?

All this, however, while it secms to refute
the opinion ‘that ¢ Novels are calculated to
teach propriety of conduct in common life,”
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ought not to excite the resentment of the
writers, or be construed mto as\attempt to in-
jure them. On the contmry, I have only en-
deavoured to deprive them of a merit which
I have proved they cannot justly claim; and I
hope that what has beep advanced may form
some apology for their quitting, at a very early
period in the history of Novél-writing, the
business of common life, and introducing’ their
rea_ders to the company of persons of rank and
fashion.

The consequence of this has been two-fold.
The writers have obtained a much freer range
for the energies of imagination from their ig-
norance of the life they pretended to describe,
which is a matter of much more consequence
than many of my readers may suppose. The
other advantage is the gratification of perusing
the secret lnstory of personages whose manners
it would be delighttul to copy, because every
thing they do, and every thing they suffer,
every thing theyesay, and even their very
silence, are accompanied with an air and a
grace highly fascmatmg and 1rresnstxbly sym-
pathetlc.

From the commencement, indeed, of this
alteration in the manner of writlng Novels,’
every thing seems to advance on the scale of
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reﬁl‘xement, and such common things as tears
and sighs and..sobs become so refined and
double-refined.as to be wholly beyond the reach
of persens of moderate fortuncs.  For the lat-
ter, perhaps, this is a lucky circumstance; for
they who never cry but when they have cause,
think nothing of the pleasures of sorrow, and
would no more gndeavour to heighten the com-
plexion by tears, than to decorzte a broken
limb with ribbons. From this alteration like-
wise in the creation of proper personages, re-
mote from common lite, we may observe that
faintings, swoonings, fits, and phrenzies, are all
managed in a manner, and written in a style
far more picturesque, and hetter calculated for
efiect than before. In some respects, indeed,
our notions of refinement may be thought to
have been carried a little too far, as in the
business of fighting duels, which seems indis-
pensable to a lover; it heing as nccess;iry for
him, bcfoie e can marry hi nustress, to call
out ap antagonist, as to take out a licence. 1
may also instance the cuse of suicide in conse-
quence of disappointments of the heart, or, as
they are somctimes called in vulgar life, con-
tradictions.  It, probably, was never the in-
tention of ¢he writers to give lessous of this
kind, but mercly to complete a pathetic scene
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by the introduction of a popd, a river, ahd a
willow tree. These lan-r]scapes have, however,
produced a farther effect; and® I cannot help
here remarking, that as the ideas of some lu-
naticks are observed to take a tincture from the
Politics of the times, so the fair suicides of late’
years appear to have cadgltt their wild fancies
from their romantic instructors ;- and, despising
the vulgarity of the New River, or the Thames,
universally prefer the Canal at St. James’s, or
the Serpentine in Hyde Park®. Nor is it less
noticeable that the papers, in recording these
transactions, forgetting all other circumstances,
dwell on the person of the suicide with an
elegance of description and of flattery exactly
in unison ,with the language of those fictions
which prompted the action.

But even high life may be exhausted ; and
such appears to have been the case when, what
I moay term the third revolution in Novel-
writing took place, by the introduction of castles
and spectres, blue chambers and long-vaunlted
passages, murders, and robbers and assassins
from page to page. These must hizve.admi-

[ ]

* Let not this be rcad as a passing sneer at Novels;
it” deserves more serious consideration, and, perhaps,
will be found not remotely connected with an insatiable
and exclusive taste for romantic reading.
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nistered a new saries of delights, and of in-
struction, but of what «kind it is not easy to
determine. We have not yet heard of any inns
being ‘mtstaken for castles, nor inn-keepers’
daughters for princesses. Some considerations,
however, on the architecture of these gloomy
mansions, " these « deep solitudes and awful
cells,” may, perhaps. be the subject of a future
ProJECTOR.

THE PROJECTOR. Ne 50.

November 1805.

Iz has often been obj’ected to schemers that
they are perpetually forming plans whick are
disproportioned to their means of execution ;
and among other instances we frequently hear
of men without a slnllang in their pockets, who
become the Projectors of plans for paying off
the national debt; while.others, who never saw
a cannon, and never discharged a musquet,
employ themselves in devising means for carry-
ing on the contincental war, or invading the
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enemy’s country. But, if we consider this'mat-
ter more kindly, it would, 1 humbly think,
become us to allow that th;}e is very rarely
much connexion between the Pm}ector and the
Project ; and that it is not absolutely necessary
there should be that nice proportion betweer
them which may be réquisite in other things.
We might also, I think, exercise our candour
in such cases, and confess that to be a very
laudable ambition which carries a man, if I
may so speak, out of himself and his own con-
cerns, and invests him with a capacity for
schemes of vast magnitude and importance.
Yet in whatever light we view this ambition, it
is undoubtedly owing to it that we find able
statesmen cvery where but in the Ministry,
cloquent speakers every where but in Parlia-
ment, and conscientious officers everv where
but in commission.

H1 as it becomes me to defend all the prac-
tices of Projectors, I could not refrain from
these few remarks as an apology for my
brethren, hopmtr that «f they arc thouo‘ht to
have any weight, 1 1n'1y be allow ed the benc.ﬁ
of it during my present -u.ul)mtnou, which, 1
.am afraid, some will think another instance of
that digressive ambition which carries a*man
out of his own profession. Nothing can per-
o 2 .
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haps' seem more foreign from my business tha
to invade the province of the medical faculty;
yet nothing ]es; perhaps will be inferred from
the subject of this paper.

Much as I allow of merit to the many
elaborate and valuable systems of the healing
art.which have lately heen published, there is
one objection which I am inclined to offer to
them all; and that is, their not being suffi-
ciently comprehensive, or, in other words, their
profound silence respecting many very common
disorders, and surely very terrible ones, which
they neither describe, nor pretend to cure. This
is the more ‘remarkable, because some of the
treatises I allude to, profess to be of the popular
kind, and to contain rules and direstions for
domestic medicine ; under which head the
diseases I have in my eve would undoubtedly
be classed, if, for some rcason or other, they
did not choose to omit all notice of them.

It may seem a very bold attempt in me to
supply .this defect, and my readers may per-
haps suspect that I am :}bt;ut to introduce a
kind of subject which is sometimes not very
pleasant, and sometimes.not very delicate. The
Faculty, likewise, may complain that I am im:
properly intruding into their province, and
threaten me with all the consequences of un-
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licensed practice, if I .ventﬁre to prescribe to
my readers without the fiat of"Warwick-lane :
or perhaps they may console themselves for my
intrusion by the contemptuous suppositioh that
I mean to join the numerous company of news-
paper doctors, and hand-bill Hippocrates’s,
who can concentrate all their knowledge into
the size of a pill. But these fears and suppo-
sitions, I hope, will prove unvecessary. I have
no intention to apply for a patent; nor shall I
look with much anxiety for the attestations of
the ministers and church-wardens. Indeed it is.
not my wish to borrow any th’ ‘ng from the
beunevolent declarations of the ddvertlsmw fa-
culty, except that my labours are solely ¢ for
the good of the publick.” '
Among the diseases omitted in our nedical
systems, is one of considerable antiquity, to.
whicl.l I give the name of HEaAUvTOPHOBIA. As
I am the first who have regularly described it,
although many of my predecessors have oc-
casionally toucheds upon this subject, I have a
right to give it a naihe ; and by chmmng one
of Greek comp()smon, I, trust 1 comply with
the taste of the age, so enamoured of Greek,
that this language has been brought from
schools and colleges, to delight® the holiday

folk at Astley’s and Sadler’s Wells. _For the
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benefit, however, of such, if there be such
among my reafdeérs, as cannot read Greek at
sight, I may inform them that Heavrorno-
BI1A means in English a dread ¢ of one’s self,”
and is a disease so common, and so painful,
that it is’ truly surpmising the Faculty have
neglected it so_ long; and that it has not only
escaped them, but even the bills of mortality.
Of the antiquity of this discasé, some ac-
count may be expected; but in this research
my inquiries have not been so successful as I
expected. On application to many learned
members of «the Society of Anthu.meq, the
answer umformh was, that they had never met
with any such dlsordu and that they conceived
'they never had a chance of meeting with it, for
their studies werc in themselves so extensive as
to preclude the possibility of feeling any symp-
toms of a disease which is generally manifested
by the patient declaring, ¢ he does not know
what to do with bhimself’—and that he is
¢ afraié of keeping bimself company.” Many
other eminent scholars in‘ various branches of
hterature ‘have returmd nearly the same an-
swers; and some of the more candid part of
the, Faculty, while they allowed the possnhlhty
that such a' disorder might exist, conceived
that it is perhaps of that sort which the patient
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conceals until it be past remeédy, or with which
he tampers by means of quackery until he is
ruined. They said, also, that although there
are no disorders of the common kind to ,which
the Faculty are not as liable as their patients,
yet, from my descnptlon of it, they maintained-
that a ph} sician of great practlce was perhaps
the last person who could be affected by any of
its symptoms. ;
Unsuccessful, therefore, in my personal in-

quiries, I consulted books; and certainly in
the "writings of my predecessors, I found many
occasional notices of it, which are sufficient to
induce a belief that it is at least'a century old.
The local origin of it is another question, about
which there may be allowed considerable lati-.
tude of opinion. From the best inquiries I have
been able to make, I.am inclined to suppose
that it came originally from France, a country
to which we have been indebted for many si-
milar diseases; and my principal reason for
being of this opjnion is, ‘that 1 find a disease
described in many of their writers, under the
name of Ennui, which bears so strjking a re-
semblance to our HEKU'.I‘OPHOBIA, as to leave
very little room for doubting that they are the
same. Nay, some of their writers assert, in
speaking of the remedy, that in France the
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disorder is cured by dancing, and in England
by langing ; a‘p.d they select the month of No-
vember as that scason in which both disease and
cure are most prevalent. This opinion, how-
ever, it 1s not necessary to adopt; our lively
neighbours are apt, in §l)eal(i1\g of the Euglish,
to wake a great man‘y things for granted; and
had they made proper inquirics, they would
have feund that the November cnres, which
they mention thus lightly, are not occasioned
so frequently from ¢ having nothing to do,”
as from having ¢ done too much.” What they
have ad\anced may, notmthstandmg, instruct
us a little in the origin of the discase, in the
cure of which, v must be allowed, they have
dhe -reputation of being more successful than
ourselves.

Having dispatched these two preliminaries,
I am to proceed to what the faculty call the
predisposing and the occasional causes ; hut as
such nice distinctions might be perplexing to
those who are not very fond, of tracing mat-
ters to their source, it will be sufficient to hint
that the general causes are excess in time and
in money. Whoever hu.pp(..ll to have heredi-
tarily a large share of these, are most lable to
the disease, although it is by no means confined
to them. On the contrary, it.may be seen
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raging through whole famifies who are not
much troubled with either of thoge exeitements;
and I am inclined to think that it appears in
its most virulent forms among a class whe have
little money to spare, and who might employ
their time if they would. .

The lesser or more immediate causes, which
in other cases the faculty term ‘occasional, are
very numercus ; but in my experience in the
Heauropnosra, I have generally fouud them
so mixed with the symptoms, and the symptoms
themselves so complicated, as to leave it very
doubtful which wus the canse, and which the
effect. I shall therefore mentioi” the principal
of them conjunctly, until a fatther knowledge
of the disease shall enable me to arrange and-
classify them more vegularlyv. In the first place
then, the patient who. is attacked with the
HeaurorHoBIA, comi)luins that ¢ he has no-
thiug' to do;” and what very often accompanies
this complaint, aund may appear very remark-
able, 1s, that if ypou examine into his case, you
find an invincible \distaste ¢ to doing any
thing.” He complains also that tune” hangs
heavy on his hands, ‘and he prays for the as-
sistance of one or more to relieve him of the
burthen. This he endeavours in warious ways,
which generally mark the particalar case and
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constitution of the patient. Thus, while one
attempts to bg relieved at the tavern, another
flies to the theatre, a third mounts his horse,
and ndes he cares not whither, and a fourth
saunters about the streets until fatigue disposes
“him to sleep. Some have found temporary re-
lief ir: a procession, some in the ascension of a
balloon, and not a few have been cured of a
single fit by the odd remedy of tessing back-
wards and forwards the goods in a linen-
draper’s or mercer’s shop. An auction has long
been celebrated as a choice remedy, and balls
and routs are said to be wonderfully efficacious.
But, although I use the word remedy in
such cases, my'readers are not to understand
* that the methods I have mentioned deserve the
name. They are so called by the patients,
indeed ; but it is one of the peculiar symptoms
of the disorder, that most things are called by
wrong names. This arises from a species of
insanity, which is not at all uncommon with
those who are habitually subiect to it. About
some ordinary matters they will converse sen-
sibly ehovgh, such as a new opera, a bathing-
machine, visiting the rooms, riding upon an
ass, subscribing to a ball, or raffling for a toy:
on all these and a few other similar topicks they
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seem perfectly collected : butrengage them In a
discussion on pleasure,” amusement, domestic
duties or happiness, and you will find them
wander most lamentably. What they, say,
therefore, ought not to weigh much, although
I have been obliged to make use of some of
their phrases to illustrate” the mnature of the
disorder. _'

It must be again ohserved that, although,
in my practice in the HEaAuToPHOBIA, 1 have
seldom becn able so far to conquer the patient’s
obstinacy as to mauke him impart his feelings:
therc is every reason to think it is a very pain-
ful disorder. There are many hours, and some-
times whole days, when the temiporary remedies
to which*they fly cannot be procured. Hence.
it is, that a rainy season 1s attended with very
violent attacks. It may be observed too, that
it rages among some classes on a Sunday more
than’ any other day in the week, especially if a
very heavy rain or storm should heighten the
calamity. On the contrary, the patient has a
notion that fine weather Wwill relieve him ; and
thercfore the summer is appropriatgd to those
many experiments in the way of cure, some of
which I strongly suspect have only tended to
fix it more deeply in the constitujon. It rhust
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be'a very violent fit, which prompts a man to
ride fifty, seventy, or an hundred miles, merely
to get rid of himself.

But the most remarkable circumstance at-
tending the HEAuTOPHOBIA, and what renders
it truly deplorable that so many should be af-
flicted with it, is, that it aggravates -every
other disorder. _This proceeds partly from its
very nature, and partly from the common prac-
tice of those who are afflicted with it, that they
shun one another, as they would the pestilence,
if a fever, ague, &c. happen to come on. Their
aversion to a sick-bed is wonderfully strong,
and an infallible symptom of the disease I have
been describing.- It may seem unkind, indeed,
~that persons who have so many friends should
be deserted in such trying moments ; but such
is the nature of the HeavurorHoBIA, that sick-
ness is as disagreeable as solitude, and there-
fore what seems want of friendship ought rather
to be viewed as self-defence. Besides, it may
be added, thatthere is in fact no loss of friend-
ship in the case ; on the contrary, the afflicted
have the pleasing reﬂeg-tion that they are every
hour receiving all the consolation which gilt
cards and empty chairs can afford.

Having now enumerated the leading symp-
toms of this disorder, and attempted a short
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history of it, it only remaips to propose’the
cure; for without this, my dissertation can
make no figure ‘in the medical annals. But
this is a more difficult task than I can at present
attempt, so as to flatter myself with the pro-
bability of success. Of the patients who have
been under my inspection; I.must canaidly own,
that by far the greater part proved to be in-
curable. I shall not, however, be so discou-
raging as to conceal that the few who recovered
owed their recovery to means which are ex-
tremely simple and easily accessible. The
grand point was, to rémove the confusion of
thought abovementioned, and to, introduce at
favourable times more correct, notions of the
subjects enumerated, particularly of pleasure,
happiness, and domestic duties. Much good
was also done by exposing some patients la-
bouring under the disarder : this was found to
excits a degree of pity, which turning inwards,
seldom failed to prevent the attack. But the
chief remedy was to strengthen the mind by
such corroborants’ as may be found in most li-
braries, by prohibiting exercise unless after la-
bour, and by persuadipg the paticnt that the
time of which he complained was given him in
trust, and was to be accounted for. .
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<« The great thing to be rccorded is the state of your
own MIND.” .o JOHNSON.

e —

Decemler 1805.

THE time is now arrived when it is usual to
express some regret for past errors, and to form
resolutions of future amendment.  Perhaps few
take their leave of a 'departing year, without
reflections and feelings which would be very
unpleasant, if .they were not softencd by the
hope, that its successor will be usheged in with
brighter prospects, and guided by more active
experience. We can all recollect some trans-
actions that have ended in shame, and some in
disadvantage; some that might have beex con-
ducted with more prudence, and some which it
would have been wiser not to attempt. If we
pass to the lesser ocaurrences of life, we regi'et
many hours that have been spent unprofitably ;
and wish that many words and replies which
escaped us inadvertently, or were provoked by
passion, could be forgiven as readily as we de-
sire to forget them. In our moments of self-
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complacency, indeed, we are avilling to believe,
that what is not forgotten may be proved to be
harmless, and that the ef’fects of caprice are as
short as its duration. But, amidst the most
flattering apologies -we make for our failings,
whether of the greater or lesser kind, we sel- -
dom omit to console oursélves with the re-
flection, that there is yet time to reform; and
we generally fix on the commencement of a
year as the @ra of amendment.

To facilitate this periodical attempt, which
is sometimes successful, and sometimes but a
delusion, the use of Diaries has been proposed,
into which the transactions and.reflections of
each day should be transferred, and in which,
as in a glass, we may survey both body and
mind at full length. Tt is necessary, however,
that a mirror be faithful; even the coquet and
the flirt would not value a glass which reflected
only s¢he beauties of the countenance, and did
not show where paleness minht be removed by
rouge, or where a pimple mlgh‘ be concealed
by a patch. .

Of those who have attempted to register their
actions and their thoughts, some have become
ashamed of their fidelity, and some tired of the
restraint. Some have detailed gvents which
might, without injury, have been consigned to
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oblivion, and others have neglected to record
what would have been worth remembering. The
Diaries of some have heen the journals of self-
Jove ; and by setting down those events only
which may be read with approbation, embel-
. Iished with sentiments which were never felt,
their writers have practised a deception on
themselves, while they thought they were in-
geniously deceiving others. From some we
have had exact dates of journies and of walks,
of purchases and of sales, in which the only
object was to balance accompts, and to cxplain
deficiencies. Men not remarkable for strength
of intellect, and who do not consider that a
Diary, to be useful, ought to comprehend what
passes in the mind rather than in the family,
have dwelt, with a scrupulous exactness of
chronology, on births and christenings, on wed-
dings and illnesses, o1 repairs of houses and
improvements of land, and on bargains» with
landlords and customers.

Even AsuMoLE, a name highly to be re-
spected, condescends to tell us when Joan Mor-
gan, his maid, died of the small-pox, when his
wife quickened, and ‘when he discharged his
man Hobs. He never appears to have per-
ceived of how little importance it was for him-
self to recollect, or for others to be told, how
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often he was troubled with the tooth-ac.h, or
took a purge ; how oftén he bled with leeches,
and what was the consequence of his rubbing
the skin near his rump. Yet while L select
these unnecessaries from his Diary, let it not be
concealed that there is onc 7fem which my fel-
low-citizens have probably read with more in-
terest, and from which a caytion may be de-
duced which will seldom be neglected. I allude
to his having ¢ fallen ill of a surfeit occasioned
by drinking water after venison !”

With the exception of this very useful hint,
which the advanced state of dinner-knowledge
perhaps renders superfluous, it is evident, that
a diary of such materials as thé above might be
extended* to many folios, without answering*
any valuable purpose. Mecn seldom grow wiser
by being reminded when they parted with a
tooth, or discharged a servant ; when they con-
tracted to build a stable, or took pills to pro-
cure a sweat. When a man marries a second
wife, he is in no great danger of forgettjng that
he buried the first; and it must be somewhat
mortifying to him who wishes to veview the
progress of his life, ‘hat his Journal enables
him only to recover the dates of a jaunt, or the
items of a tavern-hill, the age ofelis wine, or
the fckness of his horse.  And if such circum-

VOL. 11, . b
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stances are of little*consequence to the recorder
of them, what must they be to the reader ? Few
men can expect to possess such sympathetic
tenderpess, as to feel much anxiety about a
neighhour of whom they know nothing but the
chronology: of his gout or his rheumatism : still
less can they be desirous to know when he paid
visits or bills, wien he let blood, or tenements.
I have been led into these remarks by lately
picking up, on a stall near Smithfield, a Diary
of a very singular kind, in which the writer’s
mind was strongly, and in many respects pro-
perly, imbued with a sense of religion. But
the chief purpose, if I mistake not, of this
Diary, was such<a review of his mind, as might
-enable him to conquer two propenstiies very
predominant. The one was a temper not of the
most placid kind; the other, an inclination to
enjoy the pleasures of the table considerably
beyond the hounds of temperance and sobriety.
The whole forms one of the most candid ex-
posures,of a mind continually at variance with
itself, and for a long “series of years forming,
in vain, resolutions of amendment, which men
of different habits would think it very casy to
keep. This Diary, or Journal, was published
in 1776, a fcw months after the death of the
author, Dr. Rutty, an emiuent physicia'n in
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Dublin, and the writer of sbme books of great
reputation on medical ‘subjects. It consists of
two thick volumes, from which I shall extract
a few passages, not solely for thc amueement
of my readers, but by way of suggesting, tlat
Diaries, written with equal simplicity and can-
dour, might perhaps be of considerable use to
the writer. I shall only premise, in order to
account for the phraseology of some of my ex-
tracts, that the author was one of the people
called Quakers, and that each line, or para-
graph, contains the reflections of one day, al-
though I have not thought it nccessary to give
its particular date.
« 1753,

Two sudden transports of passion.

Feasted with moderation.

Mechanically morose,

Perverse without cadse.

Morose on trifles.

Indulgence in bed an hour too long.

Twice unbridled choler.

Brittle on a slight provocation.
1754.
Tolerable patience under bad usage.
* A lttle perverse. .
. A transport of anger, in which I struck my

servant.
r 2
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Weak and frettul. Licked spittle in two
places ; insolent in two others™®.

Very perverse on fasting.

A little impatient of contradiction.

Feasted a little beyond the holy bounds, and
was most righteously chastised by a subsequent
sickness and diarrhcea.

A fit of anger from a mistake.

Feasting, nearly moderate.

The (tobacco) pipe enslaves.

Feasted, beyond holy bounds, with two dear
bewitching friends.

A compotation, scarce within the holy
bounds; as, indeed, unless one most resolutely
seclude himself,*it is not easy to keep within

~them strictly. r

Snappish on hunger.

Feasting pretty well limited.

Feasting beyond the holy bounds.

Morose.—An ebbing time with regard to
fees.

Feasting rather beyond the holy bounds.

Snappish.

On fasting, much discomposed, through
some Cross events, coticluded with fedstmg
scarce innocent.

* My reader will excuse the indelicacy of expression,
when he reflects what a fine trait of nature this exhibits.
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Very morose. Feagting’tolerable.

Very brittle on a very small occasion.
Brittle again.

Anger too impetuous.

Patience exercised in the detention of fees.
Scolding too vehement. '

A poor, dull, sickly day; indigestion and
choler.

An hypochondriac obnubilation, from wind
and indigestion.

A feast, scarce innocent.

Cross on my servant’s deafness. Anger rose
too high for want of bridling early.

1755.

A little perverse on a surpri'ze.

Ate tdo much to-day. To eat and drink to”
live is the point.

Feasted, not innocerttly, in not refusing the
bumper ; however, retired soon.

A second feast-day ; rather overdone again.

A little scolding, with too much emotion.

A little ruffled. on provocation, thovgh but
little eruption in words. ’

Ate too much ; was tqo cross. .

I feasted pretty moderately; but, with this
notable difference in solitary and social eating,
that in the last I eat more like a sWine.

A sudden eruption of ferocity.
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Frappish, unrightcously, twice this morning.

On a little neglect and injustice, fretted too
much, for want of bridling the first motions.

Irritdted too much on an unseasonable call.

Faawning to superiors, insulting to inferiors.
" Flatulent and cross cn a slight occasion.

Choler reigned in the morning.

Quick to anger.

A black evening ; a fit of downright anger
on a supposed injury, and, for want of timely
resisting, it proceeded.

Vexed sorely and inordinately by a call on a
hot day.

Doggedness sticks.

Contempt from a patient, and pretty calm

“under it.

Dogged. ¢Ate too much.

Told a lie in haste. *

A vexatious message in wet weather, at
which I repined unrighteously. )

Fretted on a small occasion.

A harty word, and false to my scrvant.

Snappish on a call to a child, which, however,
1 answered.

Feasted heyond bounds.

Feasted a second time with little satisfaction.

Inappetent’ and morbidly peevish, with las-
situde and coldness.
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An over-dose of whiskey'

A dull, cross, choleric, sickish day.

Eleven patients, and not one fee, and my
patience abused considerably; I muttered a
little.

O for more patience and no snappiong !

A sudden dlsappomtment not quite well
sustained.

A feast again, to my hurt and some little
grief.

Learn to repine less at small evils and flea-
bites, thou pitiful Jack-straw !

A little vociferation to a servant.

Vicious complaisance, thouglt in one solitary
glass only. -

Anger, onimportunate and ill-timed teazing-
for money, cast a gloom on this whole day.

1y756.

A fierce answer to a tolerably civil question.

Base usage from a patient utterly unworthy
of attendance. I resented it enough.

A frappish choleric day.

A sudden recoil, I doubt more than nervous,
on a sudden attack from a pauper. .

Still snappish.

Choler with cause in the morning, and Wlth-
out cause in the evening.

Horribly dogged and cholerick.
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Feasted to the utmost bounds.

Sinfully cholerick on a slight provocation,
for which I am to ask forgivencess to-morrow.

Choler in the morning with little cause, in
the afternoon with apparent cause, but am-
plified by mistake. .

Mouch incensed on a small occasion.

Cross in the morning from fasting, not only
mechanically from bile, but inmorally.

A little of the beast in drinking.

Feasted rather beyond bounds.

Too dogged. .

Feasted a little piggishly.

Anger to a too great dcgree.

A fatigue and late dinner, and drank beyond

~the holy hounds. :

Choler, merely on an unseasonable call from
a poor man,

A feast, wherein a little swinish.

Mechanically dull, listless, and cross.

Feasted beyond the holy bounds.

Dinngr, bread, water, and saffron-cakes.

Mechanically, shamefully dogged.

Dogged. op a certain rencounter, but soon
relented.

Lost a fee pretty contentedly.

O my doggishness and snappishness with my

servant !
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Feasted ; idle punning wit not enough dis-
couraged. )

Still morose.

I received great contempt from a patient with
much patience, whilst smart at home where 1
had power.

1757. °

Dogged last night and this morning.

A little swinish at dinner and repast.

Dogged on provocation.

Very dogged or snappish.

Ate too much yesterday.

Snappish on fasting.

A little swinish at dinner.

Sickness on a feast.

Cursed *snappishness to those under me, on
a bodily indisposition.

On a provocation, exercised a dumb resent-
ment for two days, instead of scolding.

Scolded too vehemently.

Dogged again. O my weakness !

Piggish at meals.

Unrighteously snappish.

Vapourish from indigestion : our feasts have
a sting.

*‘Drank to the utmost bounds, if not beyond.

Head-ach, the just result ofe yester(!a'y’s
excess.
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L]
Lived to drink; and the head-ach a most
righteous consequence.”

In, this manner, our Diarist proceeds through-
out the whole of his life; and I hope the spe-
cimen I have given will not be useless, if they
whom passion and intemperance most easily
beset, will begin to record their failings with
equal’ candour. Much of the happiness of life
depends on temper; and there is more con-
nexion between equanimity of temper and mo-
deration 1n appetite than is generally supposed.
The records of intemperance, indeed, are too
frequently to be consulted in our mad-houses
and gaols ; but most of the evils which result
from passion would probably be avoided by a
candour and consciousness like what our Diarist
cherished, and by recollecting, that it is on
many occasions possible to be angry without an
adequate cause, and to extend resentment until
it makes the provocation ridiculous.
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——— ¢¢ Sunt qfu
Crustis et pomis viduas venentur avaras,

Excipiantque senes, quos in vivaria rhittant.”
' Hor.

¢« Some with fat bucks on childish dotards fawn ;
Some win rich widows by their chine and brawn.”
PorE.

December 1803.

It was the opinion of Dr. Joséph Warton, in
one of his notes on Pope’s Works, that the
heredipete, or legacy-hunters, were a more
common character amohg the ancients than
with us. I ought to apologize for differing
from that eminent Critick, if the subject were
not of that kind which depends on times and
circamstances, and on which the experience of
different men may vary, aud yet each be just in
his assertions. If we look around us in the pre-
sent day, I flatter mysélf that, if we are not of
oi)inion that the race of legacy-hunters is be-
come more numerous, so neither®can we con-
clude that the character is become more scarce.
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There are some reasons, indeed, which make
it very natural to conclude that these watchfal
ladies and genﬂemen must have increased.
Every character will become prominent in pro-
portion to the temptations it has to display it-
self ; and surely, in an age which presents so
nmany overgrown fortunes and childless families
(if the expression be pardonable), we may ex-
pect that the captatores and heredipete will
find it their interest to study their art with more
assiduity, and practise it with greater skill.
But this class of men have, by some means
or other, heen subjected to contempt and ridi-
cule. Of this we find many specimens in the
antient poets ; while the satirists of our own
nation have not been inattentive to What they
considered as a very fertile and happy topic.
One of our celebrated dramatic poets has written
a comedy, the sole purpose of which is to ex-
pose the arts of legacy-hunters; and me'my of
my predecessors have touched either, regularly
or incidentally on the same snbject. The graver
moralists have told us that the legacy-hunter is
a man who wastes his life in expectations which
he has no right to form, in submissions which
detract from a manly spirit, and in attentions
that can be xind only when they are sincere;
and that when he has attained his object, he
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bewails his success in lamehtations in which
none will join. The usual arguments against
avarice are also brought to play upon him, and
it is said that, whatever outward deforence
riches thus acquired may command, he is un-
able to secure the esteem which attaches to the
rewards of industry, bravery; or genius.

It is the great business of the ProsECTOR to
reconcile men to themselves, and to oue an-
other; and, in pursuance of this benevolent
plan, I hope I shall be excused for presuming
to offer an apology for the character and con-
duct of legacy-hunters, who have been less
kindly treated than hunters who* follow other
sorts of game, although they encounter equal
fatigues, while their object is somewhat more
important. I presume no man will be foolish
enough to deny that the Bank affords better
sport than the most extensive manor in the
kingdom, and that a covey of three per cents.
is better worth finding than one of partridges. .

In this attempt fo vindicate the chagacters
of legacy-hunters, I hopé I shall be thought
disinterested. It has not fallen to my.lot, and
I believe it seldom falls’to the lot of any of the
fatnily of Prosecrors, to be enrolled among
the number of those who are delighted with the
prospect of a death-bed or the sight of a funeral.
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To what it has been owing that I have not yet
registered my name among those sons of hope,
may perhaps appear in the course of this paper,
or, which will answer the same purpose, it
may be left to conjecture.

I might begin my apology for legacy-hunters
by appealing to their antiquity, since, in the
opinion of some, antiquity stamps a certain de-
gree of merit and celebrity on all human things.
If some practices afford pleasure hecause they
are new, there are others which we think jus-
tifiable because they are old. The antient poets,
as already mentioned, take frequent notice of
legacy-huntess, by the names of caplatores and
heeredipetee, which, it were to be wished, could
be adopted in our language, as they are more
genteel in sound than the vile compound used
by us. The Romans, then, it is plain, had a
race of legacy-hunters; and, if we were able
to trace manners as easily as revolutions and
dynasties, we might probably find that some
of them arrived in this country with its earliest
conquerors, or came inore circuitously through
the antient nations of the Continent, and landed
with William. Be this as it may, their origin
is antient, and I apprehend that their principles
are yet morg antient, although they were not,
until later times, applicd exactly in the way
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we now find them. At first they might be
employed to intercept a' convoy or to burn a
town, and in time, by various refinements and
modifications, become useful only in the more
gentle employment of nursing imbecility, and
practising on idiotism. .

But the origin and history of legacy-hunting
is a subordinate consideration, nor would my
more sensible readers entertain a worse opinion
of it, if it could be proved to have begun with
the present century. It is of more importance
to contemplate the practices of legacy-hunters,
which seem so very amiable as to require less
vindication than, perhaps, I may be induced to
offer. If we consider how littlesreal friendship
there is in+the world, and how little real sym-
pathy with pain and disease, we must surely
be induced to admire a race who are all friend-
ship and all sympathy, ‘who visit when others
desert,’ and are never so attentive as when the
prospects of health and pleasure, and life, are.
about to close. Such, indeed, is their assi-
duity on these occasions, that no obstacle pre-
vents them ; and, although they are far from
being deficient in attcadance at other times,
they are particularly so when their friends are
most helpless, and in greatest waat of assist-
ance. In nursing the sick theig skill far ex-
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exceeds that of ‘persons who make nursing a
trade, and whom they' are ever ready to rival in
all the little cares and attentions necessary in a
sick room.

But, in addition to their sympathy, we must
commemvrate their  humility. There are no
offices so servile as to be beneath them, and no
inconveniences to which they are not ready to
submit. On such occasions, their affability to
their inferiors, their desire to please, and their
eagerness to obtain a favourable report, banish
all notions of pride and superiority. And as
such virtues must often be practised for a con-
siderable length of time, and amidst many mor-
tifications, and many privations, surely some
degree of respect is due to those who can act
their part so well, and that perhaps a part
which they have not: been accustomed to act,
and which they have been obliged, in the stage
phrase, to prepare at a very short notice.

Submission is another virtue highly requisite
in legacy-hunters. Their art, indeed, is ad-
mirably calculated to’root out all the remainders
of conceit, and that adherence to favourite opi-
nions which has crumbled our world into fac-
tions and sects. The moment they begin the
hunt, they «renounce all opinion of their own,
yield to that ef their ¢ dear friend” with im-
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plicit deference, and give up to him fora ceftain
time the use not only of their understand-
ing, but of their eyes and cars. They renounte,
above all things, that author of all disputes,
that bane of all social conversation, the’ spirit
of contradiction; and although, amidst this
general surrender, they seem to retain very little
of the rational creature, yet they do not enter-
tain a worse opinion of themsclves, and are
generally more highly esteemed by their friends
if ultimately successful. ~Their eyes are still
useful for watching, and their cars for listening,
a faculty which, by the way, is so necessary in
legacy-hunting, that very few have ever at-
tained much proficicney without it.  To be a
good listener is indeed a talent so productive,
that very considerable estates have been pro-
cured by it. Itis partic:ularly necessary in at-
tending on the aged, who are apt to tell very
long stories, or on persons whose menories arc
not very good, and who arc apt to tell the same
stories whenever they tell any thing at all. In
listening, too, it is absqlutely necessary to be
exceedingly dull and stupid, laughing or ap-
plauding only when the sigual is givén by the
speaker. All emotions of ridicule and attempts
at wit are to be avoided as poverty itself; far I
have known many very eminent legacy-hunters
VOL. II. Q .
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who have missed tke game within a few hours,
merely by starting aside, or stumbling upon a
poor joke or pun.

To these virtues, it is almost needless to say
that the exercise of patience is indispensably
necessary. , This, indeed, is the foundation of
the whole ; and of what does patience consist
but of the suppression of all caprice, ill-temper,
hasty and harsh words, and little resentments,
which are unbecoming the graces of submission
and humility ? For this reason, if I might be
permitted to give advice to legacy-hunters,
while I attempt to vindicate them, I would
suggest that 1f is an amusement which, if not
begun in youth, can rarely be practised with
success in age. I know several legacy-hunters
who have begun late in life, and have always
been unsuccessful from want of patience, and
from forgetting that they are.to comply with
the humours of another at the expence of their
own. Youth, when the faculties are supple, is
the proper time to begin the art ; and hence it
is that parents of much expenence begin very
early to train up their children to that kind of
respect for bachelor uncles and maiden aunts,
which may ultimately conduct them with ad-
vantage to the Probate-office. I cannot, how-
ever, recommend a very early attempt at this
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art, as young people are apt to be impatient and
careless; yet, with proper instructions on the
doctrine of the main chance, it is wonderful
what proficiency some will attain at_an age
when others are contentedly drudging in shops
and warehouses, and acquiring no more wealth
than they can honestly carn.

If my readers will now seriously consider that
here are a race of human beings who make it
their study, some for months, and some for
years, to practise the amiable qualities above-
mentioned, I trust they will agree with me that
legacy-hunters may be presented in a more fa-
vourable light than that in which they have
hitherto been placed. It rgmains, therefore,
that I sfate one or two reasons why I have pro-
jected thius apology for their character and con-
duct.

My first reason is, because they deserve our
compassion ; for, even if successful, they who
are influenced by such principles are very rarely
the persons who have an inclination to profit by
their victory. The acquisition of the object of
their labours has seldom tended to promote
happiness, or digmfy ¢haracter. But if, upon
this account, they merit our compassion, they
are yet more to be pitied in th.eir disappoint-
ments, which exceed in bitterness almost all

Q2 .
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that we know of human misery. This will ap-
pear evident, if we consider that, perhaps, they
have performed the painful and laborious part
above described for a scries of years, and some
for a great portion of their life ; and if we con-
sider likewise that others, fancying themselves
to be nearly approaching the reward of their la-
bours, have anticipated that reward in a man-
ner which, if disappointment follows, is pecu-
Liarly embarrassing. It frequently happens also
that, when the ohject is gained, and all seem
secure, congratulations are flowing in, and new
schemes of new life and show are forming,
some trifling circumstance is discovered, al-
though so small as a single word, or a cypher,
which is represented in Westminster-hall in
such a manner as to overthrow the patience and
submission of ycars, and send away the unhappy
legacy-hunter, not only impoverished, but dis-
graced. There is another class of disappoint-
ments searcely inferior to this: for some have
had the mortification, after all their pains, to
discover, not that they arec omitted in the will,
but that there was no will at all. 'Whether it
be possiblé to bear the least of these evils with
resignation must be left to the decision of those
who ‘have suffered them. They would form.
subjects of very unprofitable speculation with
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the rest of mankind, because they are mixed
with certain feelings to which they are happily
strangers.

And this leads me to another reason for the
apology I have attempted for legacy-hunters,
and that is, that nobody pities them. There
seems on the contrary a general combination to
treat not only without pity, but with contempt,
this laborious, attentive, assiduous, and sub-
missive race of men. Yet, surcly, even this
seems to recommend their characters, when
they have the courage to persist against so
many difficulties. Nor have they courage only,
but philosophy also, to submlt to so many pri-
vations, .1f successful, and to so many evils and
mortifications where they fall. Let us, then,
endeavour to represent their character in as fa-
vourable a light as 1t will admit, with this re-
serve, that one half the perseverance, attention,
and obliging temper, which is so frequently
thrown away \upon a dotard, might have beén
crowned with su¢cess in a shop; and that the
wealth which is ot the produce of integrity or
talents, will rarely coutribute to cliaracter or

happiness.
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¢ Histrio hoc videbit in scend, quod non videbit sapiens
in vith?” Cicero.

January 1806.

Few comparisons have more frequently oc-
curred than that of human life to the stage.
Familiar conversation, even among those wha
have seldom seer a theatre, has condescended
to borrow many sigmficant and serious expres-
sions from the ceconomy of mimic life. We
frequently speak of being delighted with new
scenes, or disgusted with-a consinued repetition
of the old. We applaud the man who attempts
a difficult part, and performs it well, and we
sigh at the remembrance of those who are gone,
or going off the stages and can delight us no
more. Perhaps, ‘indeed, in many other cases,
if our language were attentively examined, we
should find that a very great part of what we
consider as the most appropriate expressions on
serious occasions, and calculated to elevate the
subject of conversation or writing, is derived
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from the technical cant of a business, which, if
not ludicrous, is at least remote from gravity of
speech. Whoever attends to the language most
in use, even in the Senate, at the Bar, or in
the Pulpit, will be surprised to find how much
of it is borrowed from the shop of the mechanick,
the labour of the ploughman, or even the
meanest occupations in commen life.  Yet, al-
though much of our language is strikingly figu-
rative, we must be content to follow universal
custom, and honour the images introduced into
refined speech, as we. sometimes honour men
who have advanced into high rank in society,
without referring to their low érigin, In the
case of figures of speech, we trace their history
only when a ludicrous purpose is to be obtained,
and when those images are to be placed before
our eyes which would hot elsc affect our sense
of ridicule. Artists and wits know how to ex-
hibit the figure so as to present the object in a
light that never was suspected To paint *a
earicature, or compose an epigram, where the
praise or censure of a minister of state is the
object ; nothmg is so easy as to depict office by
a man managing the helm of a ship, or to ex-
hibit oppression by the figure of a man whose
back is broken by weights represtnting taxes.
But of all figurative expressions, 'sanctioned
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by prescription, few are perhaps in more ge-
neral use, either in common conversation, or
among the moral writers, than those which are
borrowed from the stage, and applied to the
business of human life. Our celebrated poet
told us long ago, that

‘¢ All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and women merely players :
They have their exits and their entrances ;
Aud one man in his time plays many parts.”

Succeeding writers have uscd the same com-
parison, no doubt with the intention, that their
readers should profit by the anxiety of dramatic
heroes to perform their part well, and as much
as possible to realize the character they assume.

Dean Swift, who was frequently out of hu-
mour with mankind, says, that ¢ Life is a tra-
gedy, wherein we sit as spectators awhile, and
then act our own part in it.”  Some, however,
Goubt the correctness of this comparison. In
the buriness of a theatre, the spectators con-
tinue tosit without any desire to act a part: but
allowing Swift’s compar'ison to allude to the
days of youth, in which we may be said to be
spectators, and I am afraid, without paying
much attention to what is performing, life may
be more justly compared to that species of his-
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torical drama, that mixture of tragedy and
comedy, of which Shakspeare affords some ad-
mirable examples.

But comparisons must neither be exaniined
too scrupulously, nor pushed too far. Human
life is something so much more impor'tant than
the amusements of a theatre, that there are but
few circurastances in which it can be diguified
by the resemblance. Still, as it has been fre-
quently adopted, it may not be unprofitable to
inquire, whether there are not some particulars
in which the stage of human life may be im-
proved, bv adopting the regulations and dis-
cipline of the mimic theatres. :

In the first place, then, we m;;ty suggest that
the gcner:‘xl conduct of the greatest and best
performers is in many respects deserving of being
adopted in the business ot common life. The care
which actors of this description take to prepare
themselves for their professional duties, by at-
tentive study, by cultivating the memory, by*
avoiding what may injure the powers of hody as
well as mind, by investigating their author’s
meaning, by ohservation of real life 4nd man-
ners, and by frequent rehearsals and consulta-
tions with persons of judgment and taste, are
all circumstances that cannot be too closely imi-
tated by performers in the world at large. We
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observe that they are not content with attaining
mediocrity only, and would be little gratified
by the praise of meaning well; but, with a
laudable ambition, they strive at excellence,
even in a part which, measured by lines only,
appears trifling, but which they elevate mto
consequence; and in this, and all their at-
tempts, they endeavour to satisfy the fastidious
critick, as well as the more indifferent spec-
tator. They avoid all trick and artifice, follow
nature in the expression of the passions, in
their tones, their pauses, their looks, and ges-
tures ; and wish not to catch applause from the
low and illiterate, by extravagance of bustle,
unmeaning exclamation, or unnatural attitudes
and grimaces. All this surely might be brought
into the business of public, or even of domestic
life, with the greatest advantage.
There .is another, perhaps an inferior object
of a good actor’s care, which may yet be usefully
“recommended to the imitation of a very nume-
rous and interesting class in society; I mean
the pains he takes to dress himself with the
strictest regard to the character he is to per-
form. On the stage this is considered as a
matter of great importance, and an attention is
paid not only to the character, but to the age
of the party to be represented; which cannot
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be too closely copied by those who are to per-
form in real life. There is, however, much
reason to think that this is more frequently
commended than imitated ; a neglect for which
I am unable to account, hecause they who are
guilty of the most glaring improprieties in dress,
are the very persons who are most constant in
their attendance before the curtain, and seem
most anxious to derive their manners in other
respects from those behind it.

Whatever other resemblance there may be
discovered bhetween the stage and human life, I
am afraid there are some conclusions to be
drawn not much in favour of the latter. When
we conmder that all abuses on‘’the stage are
expelled or rectified by strict and irresistible
discipline, we naturally look, but we look in
vain, for a similar controul in the case of per-
formers in real life. In real life the spectators
have either too little power, or are too remiss
to exert it in suppressing irregularities. Per-«
haps, indeed, likethe other class of specgators,
their taste may have been vitiated, and they
may be inclined to favour abuses against which
their ancestors would have revolted. Certain
it is, that on the stage, no manager would dare
to exhibit, nor would the trunkmiaker or his
successors, the diurnal criticks, tolerate the
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appearance, for Example, of a virgin habited
in the dress of a strumpet; yet of late it may
be affirmed, without breach of charity or truth,
that such preposterous appearances have been
very frequent on the world’s stage, and have
not been followed by so much hissing as they
deserved. It is surely among the most remark-
able errors inte which mankind are liable to
fall, that the parties to whom I ‘allude should
forget, that the costume of virtue admits of
very few changes, that it has been held sacred
in all wise nations, and that they who wear
the livery of another mistress, compel the world
to believe that they are very eager to enter into
her service. _

Another lesson which may be verjr profitably
taken from the stage, is, that the best per-
formers are not always acting. They have their
seasons of business and of retirement; and
during their more constant employment, they
'have their hours and days for study, and for
prepasing themselves in the part they are to:
act. They cherish a respectful attention to the
wishes and expectatiens of the audience before
whom they are to appear, and who never ex-
cuse defects unless in cases where, on some
sudden emetgency, a performer is called to his
post on_very short notice. Somewhat of this
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division of time between business and the pr:e-
paration for business, between thinking and
acting, would be extremely proper for the con-
sideration of those peiformers in common life,
who are perpetually shifting the scene, without
advancing the plot, and without allowing them-
selves leisure to inquire how their last perform-
ance was received, nor how they are to prepare
themselves for the next. So very anxious are
they to be always seen, and to “ fret and strut”
on the boards, that they cannot sparc even one
day in seven to review their performances, and
study their characters. The mischiefs arising
from thus living in a perpetual .bustle and ex-
clusion of thought, are many and serious. It
is astonishing they should be ncglected by those
who boast of their acting, the vast business
they perform, and the applause they receive ;
and yet they are so obvious to the spectators,
that it seems wholly unnecessary to point them
out. It may not, however, be impertinent to
add, that this practice swells the superannuated
list, and fills the world with more bad a'ctors
and sllocking performances than any other cir-
cumstance. . !

But as we may derive some instruction from
attending to the ceconomy of the mimic stage,
we may also obscrve some examples "that ought
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to operate in apother way. One thing that
contributes very much to the injury of the
theatres and the disappointment of the spec-
tators, is the vanity and conceit of certain per-
sons claiming a right to perform the first and
most difficult characters, who are totally unfit
.either by nature «or'study. They contrive, by
some interest, to appear once, perhaps, in such
parts, preceded by much puffing and ostentatious
promises ; but they are discovered to be grossly
deficient in voice, look, mauners, and under-
standing. They disappoint the audience, and
either retire wholly in dudgeon, or dwindle into
what the players term third and fourth rates ;
and are sometimes happy if permitted to carry
a lover’s message, where they formerly bran-
dished the marshal’s truncheon.

That there are many parallel cases in real
life is, I humbly .presum.e, consistent with
general experience ; and hence we have so few
great characters ably supported. The character
of a gentleman is, generally, very sorrily repre-
sentdd, from its being so frequently attempted
by mere coxcombs ; but it must be allowed on
the other hand, that the characters in low
comedy have some very able representatiyes ;
rakes, and buffoons, are not scarce, and we
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have some excellent coquettes, jilts, and p'ert
chamber-maids. ,

Of late, too, we have heard of performers,
or rather candidates, who have aimed at the
highest ranks of the drama, at an age when it
would have been more natural to expect they
should have been at school. + That this occurs,
likewise, in life, is so obvious, that 1 presume
the stage may be acquitted of having intraduced
the innovation. I rather think they are in-
debted for it, to the attempts so continually
made by boys to play the parts of men, and
not always of the best of men. Life, indeed,
appears of late to be thought.so Jong, and so
tedious, that, in order to bring jt within a mo-
derate compass, and shorten its labour and its
fatigues, the period commonly called youth,
and formerly appropriated to instruction, has
been left entirely out, and manhood, gallantry,
and dissipation,” commence with the breaking-
up of school. One consequence of this is, that
we are no longer called upon to make allow-
‘ances for inexperience apd ignorance 6f the
world, since none of the frolicks and follies of

youth are now discernible*cxcept in gcﬁtlemen,
who have, by some accident, reached their
grand climacterick, But as the spectators.of
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the mimic theatrg appear to have become tired
of this sudden transition from the nursery to
the green-room, this anachronism in the date
of dramatic efforts, it is to be hoped, that those
of the greater stage will, after a few more fail-
ures, and the exposure of a few meore absur-
ditics, be cnabled to perceive that talents are
not to be forced with impunity ; that there are
intermediate steps between the child and the
man; and that there is a stated and regular
progress in the various periods of human life,
which, all things considered, it is not worth
while to disturb.

When noticing what we are to avoid, in
these figurative allusions to the stage, it is,
perhaps, unnecessary to inform my readers
that, of late years, a very rapid decline has
been perceptible in our theatres. For this many
causes have been assigned, and many ingenious
attempts made to explain away each of them.
The managers protest against any share of the
‘blame ; the town says there are no good plays;
the writers complaiy there is no taste left.
Perhaps these parties may be safely allowed
to share the evil, in whatever proportions they
think most equitable, as 1t appears they are
entitled to the whole, in one way or other.
But it ought to be the care of those who belong
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to the world’s stage, that the comparison shall
not hold in their case, by cultivating a purer
taste in the amusing, and less of the burlesque
and farcical in their serious parts. .On the
contrary, the comparison will be justified, if
laughter be thc only ohject, and ¢consumption
of time, or gaining of tﬁoney (no matter by
what degradation) the only wish and effort.
Low characters, ludicrous dresses, and indecent
dialogue, may be then introduced without of-
fence, and continued without obstruction ; for
what can impede such irregularities, when all
the rules of taste have been violated, and all
the motives for proper acting discarded ?

It may yet be allowed that, even in our
theatres, there are periodical returns of, at
least, a profession of amendment. Those who
peruse the newspapers-will discover, at the ap-
proach of the \winter season, many large pro-
mises of reformation, excellent actors engaged,
capital pieces committed to rehearsal, amd
schemes of ecqnomy formed. All j:hat was
formerly offensive to faste or morals, is to be
banished ; and new scenes, dresses, .and deco-
rations, are preparing to embellish the coming
hovelties, that applause may be sec.ured and
interest promoted. .

Life has its seasons, too, when it is not

VOL.TI. . . . R '
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unusual to form sintilar resolutions, and to pre-
pate for the better performance of its duties.
The commencement of a year is that season,
when every man thinks he is entering on a wiser
plan, because he has lived to see the errors of
the former. They will he disappointed, how-
ever, if they practise, on themselves, the de-
ceit which the caterers of theatrical amusements
practise on the publick ; if they encounter the
same temptations, and the same difficulties,
without a higher strength than can be derived
from mere resolution, and if they think refor-
mation easy, merely because they have found
a date for it.
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¢ Is France "+ last the standard of your skill ?—
Say ; does ner language yoﬁr ambition raise,
Her barren, trivial, unharmonious phrase,
Which fetters eloquence to scantiest bounds,

And maims the cadence of poctic sounds "
AKENSIDL

February 1804.

ALTHOUGH it 1is acknowleﬂgezi by all who
have studied the antiquities of the English lan-
guage, that it is a compound of many other
languages ; yet, as the labours of those anti-
quaries in traczing words,to their native country
have not beeu very easy, we may conclude that
our ancestors were somewhat shy in adopting
words of foreign growth. We find that, in
most cases, they had cither the modesty or the
roguery to conceal the theft, by subjectin'g them
to the process of an English poiish and round-
ing, before they would admit them into com-
mon use. Hence it is, that, although our Dic-
tionarics prove that the English have a great
many words derived from other languages, they
R 2
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have comparatively'very few which still retain
their foreign appearance, or which have not
been mulcted either in their spelling or pronun-
ciation, as a species of alien duty necessary to
be paid before their admission to the privileges
of natives.

It cannot be denied that, when thus natu-
rahized, foreign words have contributed to
strengthen and enrich our language .in no com-
mon degree, without lessening its dignity, or
impoverishing the nations from whence we de-
rived them. Indeed, I must do them the jus-
tice to say that they have seldom thought it
worth their while to contest the matter, or
reclaim their fugitives ; and in this forbearance
they have shewn no little wisdom. Besides
that nations have now something more impor-
taut to quarrel about than words, the pedigree
of the latter is so uncertain, the deeds of con-
veyance so illegible, and the original claims so
confused, that it would perhaps not be very
politic in any one nation to set up lofty pre-
tensions to originality and independence, in’
defiance of the rest. The farther we go back
in tracing the history of any language, or in-
deed of any object whatever, the more we have
reasori to cqnclude with the wise man, that
“ there is nothing new under the sun.”
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But, notwithstanding all these advantages
of importation and naturalization, some per-
sons have, of late years, imagined that the
English language was falling into decay, that
it could no longer stand alone, and that it be-
came necessary to replen;sh by fresh importz-
tions from the Continent, and principally from
France. So urgent did this necessity appear,
that it was resolved to lose no time in waiting
for the laws of prescription, and the requisite
forms of naturalization, but immediately to cir-
culate the article in its pure and unmanufac-
tured state. And this has been ,hccomplished
with so much eagerness and rapidity, that a
great deal,of our conversation, especially of that
part which ie called polite, might be published,
if it were worth publishing at all, under the
school-book title of ¢ Dialogucs in French and
English.”

Upon what ground an opinion so discredit-,
able to the copiousness and energy of our lan-
guage was taken u.p, I know not that 1 shall
be able to explain, and I am afraid very few of
those who have adopted it are very anxious to
inquire.  Whether they supposed that the
poverty, or pretended poverty, of gur language

arose {from the prodigious wastg' occasioned by
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an increase of writers ‘and talkers; which cer-
tainly may admit of some consideration, since
we know that words may not only be wasted,
but even worn out; or whether the age was
. becoming fertile in subjects which required the
assistance of new words to make them mean
any thing, or which, for the sake of decency,
had better be expressed in any language than
our own; or whether there had occurred, in
polite life, certain topics, events, and accidents,
which would not bear the intelligibility of plain
English, but might appear very graceful and
becoming in any forcign language : or, lastly,
whether they who have cultivated any Conti-
nental language are obliged to produce speci-
mens in publick.  All these are conjectures,
cn the validity of which much learned discussion
might no doubt be instituted, but which I shall
for the present leave to the consideration of my
intelligent readers.

Tu whatever way the matter may be explain-
ed, itis certain that. of late oar importations
have been so frequent as to alarm every, man
who 1s Englishman enough to love his native
tongue, who supposes it adequate to all the
necessary pyrposes of expression and persuasion;
who would wiSh to hand down to posterity the
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sentiments of his forefathers in the same words
in which he received them, and to converse with
his friends without the aid of translation.

But it may perhaps be urged that, although
an attachment to our native country, and to its
language, be a very natural and a very strong
principle, it becomes a vulgar prejudice when
interfering with the influence of Fashion, which
we know to be paramount to all other consi-
derations. Yet even Fashion has of late been
ranked among the poverties of our language, as
a thing worn out and effaced, and its place has
consequently been supplied hy I?tiquelte. The
power of this personage now.extcnds over all
those departments formerly under the controul
of Fashion, except perhaps a few articles of
dress, which are still allowed to be fashionable,
although the times and ‘seasons of wearing them
are regulated entirely by Etiguette. The whole
train of conversation is also put under the same
authority, and whatever is proper or impropgr
to be said to certain persons, and at> certain
times ; whatever is proper or improper to be
done at certain hours,_or on certain days, must
all be referred to Etiquctie, which has likewise
been the prmclpal mcans of introducing, the
long train of foreigners of w hém I am to take
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some notice, and concerning whom I would,
in all due humility, institute a serious inquiry
into the right and title by which they have ob-
tained a settlement in our colloquial dominions.

I fecl no disposition to introduce political
discussions into this paper, because, my readers
must have observed, I do not happen to belong
to that family of ProsecTors who endeavour
to execute the offices entrusted to his Majesty’s
ministers. Yet from some small reading, and
from some little attention to public affairs, I
think I may venture to affirm that the nation
has not been more prosperous since laws and
regulations were on the Zapis, than formerly
when they were only on the carpet, or under
consideration. And with regard to the disputes
between nations in former days, I find that our
treatics of peace were as solid and durable when
the belligerent powers chose to explain their
mutual d)ﬂbn cuices. as they have been since they
came to an eclurcissement ; and it is certain
that som.c proposals for peace have been as suc-
cessful as any of the projets and contre-projets
of later times. War is undoubtedly a great
evil, and never to be entered into but from the
pressure of imminent danger; vet I question
whether we are more impressed with the import-
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ance of this fact, by being told that war, in
all possible cases, should be only the dernier
.Tesurt.

As to political men, indeed, they may have
some reasons for blaming the poverty of our
language ; for in cases (agd such may occur)
where very little is done, it is necessary that a
great deal should be said. During a war, like-
wise, it may be thought very fair to quarter
upon the enemy. There are moreover certain
supposable reasons, into the merits and mean-
ing of which I shall not enter, why one
man should draw up his bill of services on
a carte blanche, and why another should prac-
tise the mode of extricating himself from an
embarras in a language foreign to plain under-
standings. I will also allow this class of men,
in common with traders of a lesser description,
the merit of giving up, on certain occasions,
all thoughts of personal emolument, and con-
tenting themselves with a simple douceur.

In two former® papers (No. IX. and No.
XXXV.) I took occasion to state, at consider-
able .length, the necessity of making our fur-
niture and our provisions to speak French. I
was not then, however, nor am I yet, able, to
say why transactions which are no longer pos-
sible in a closet, should be carried on'in a
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boudoir, nor wh); a wearied man may not take
rest in a chair, as well asin a cabriole, a fau-
teuil, or a bergere. Still less can I conceive
the advantages we derive from dining in the
French language, nor what improvement any
" dish can receive from' being translated before it
is carved. I shall not, however, recapitulate
any part of the papers in question, to which
my readers may have recourse if they please ;
and I merely touch upon the subject in this
place for the sake of connexion, or, as the
importers of words say,- en passant.

Our public amusements seem to have bor-
rowed very pfof:use]y from the French. Whe-
ther this proceeds from their being conscious of
poverty of language or sentiment, I must leave
managers, authors, and actors, and show-men
in general, to determine, It appears, however,
by the accounts in the newspapers (which, by
the wav, were formerly criticisms, and are now
criliques), that such amusements are not to be
examined very nicely ; that ‘the spectacleis to -
be praised, if it adapts itself more to the eye
and ear than to the understanding, if the fout-
ensemble be grand, and if the whole goes off
with eclat. Delicacy and propriety of language
are not considered as requisites of great import-
ance, and a little badinage and equivogue may
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be substltuted with cons1derable effect. Still
those who are not of opinion that our language
is insolvent, and no longer able to pay any de-
mands upon it, will perhaps be ready to‘express
their surprise that an actor cannot,appear for
the first time on the stage, without making his
debut, and will be induced to inquire why a
girl who is the common property of every rake
should be’said to possess the most captivating
nawelé ?

In affairs of gallantry, it is not perhaps -
wonderful that terms should be introduced to
disguise sentiments. Accor;ding to the gencral
method of conducting matters of this kind, 1t
is absolutely necessary that one of the parties
should be dececived, and there are few more
certain modes of (lecePtion than the employ-
ment of words which, have either no meaning
at all, or may be made to assume a meaning
for a limited time. But the use of French words
in gallantry appears to suggest a general excuse
for the use of thiem in other cases. T offer this
as a conjecture merely, although I hope it will
be thought capable of some degrée of proof.
Our language, while it is justly praised .for its
strength and energy, may yet possess too much ,
of both for particular purposes ® and particular
occasions. It was, perhaps, better suited to



252 . THE PROJECTOR". Ne 54.

our robust for:.fathers, than to the present deli-
cate race; and it requires to be softened and
thinned, for the same reason that we have found
it necessary to exchange the iron armour of our
ancestors for broadcloth and flannel. * In our
language, it is notoricus that there are many
words respecting gallantry, such as fornication,
adultery, &c. which are extremely harsh and
unpolite, and which we therefore’ have ex-
changed for tendresse, fille de joie, demirep,
affaire de cceur, and other graceful diminutives.

There is one phrase in particular which sums
up the whole business of gallantry, and is soft
and mellifluous to the chastest ear; I mean
Jaux pas, which surely deserves all the praise
bestowed on it, although some classes of men,
such as divines, proctors, and judges, still make
use of the harsh words noticed above. There
seems, likewise, this peculiar advantage in the
Jauz pas, that it means nothing very disre-
putable, which the other words are thought to
imply very strongly. On the contrary, the
persons who may have committed a fouz pas
suffer very little injury," except perhaps losing
the mauvaise honte, and are still received with
so much respect in the polite circles, as to be
encouraged to treat those of the old school, and
Prosxrcrokrs especially, with a proper degree of
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hauteur, and finally to consider the affair as a
mere bagatelle, not worth remembering.

But as some words are introduced to supply
the place of others, so there are also.a few
phrases which have been very conveniently
adopted in lieu of thinking. The je ne s¢ai
quot is one of the most useful of these, and
applicable in a thousand instangces of taste, opi-
nion, sentiment ; or rather where taste, opi-
nion, and sentiment, happen not to be at hand.
Whether a man, a book, a picture, or a house
be described, it is liked.or disliked for a certain .
Je ne scai quoi, and there the bargain ends.
What the je ne scai quoi is, or means, no per-
son will be so rude as to inquire even of them-
selves. “Whatever it may be, it is the cause of
much buying and selling, of marrying and
being given in marriage, and of all those sudden
changes which take place, from the dislike of
a gown, to the rejection of a lover ; and owing
to its being held sacred from explanation er
inquiry, it is, to nse the phrase of the adver-
tising faculty, one of tht “ most pleasant, safe,
mild, and effectual remedies,” for fickle tempers
that ever was invented. The advantages of
such a resource must be obvious to any person
who will consider the miserable state to which
many would be reduced, were they fo be ob-
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liged to account for their attachments and aver-
sions in plain and intell‘igihle language.

From what has heen advanced, therefore,
although we may not precisely Int the cause of
this 1 mvaslon on our language by foretgnels,
yet we m.ly discover that the kind reception
they meet with, and the frequent uses to which
they are applied, are rather, upon the whole,
a matter of necessity than choice, An able
advocate might also say something of modesty
and respect for the English language in the
persens who encourage these untruders; for
surely every lgver of the language of a people
of reflection and virtue, would be sorry to find
it employed to muake folly consistent, and crimes
blameless ; and must be pleased with ‘the tacit
ridicule of any contrivance to defend that by
jargon which is irreconcileable to sense.



( 235 )

THE PROJECTOR, Neoj5. .
*¢ Ceelum ipsum petimus stultitid.” Hor.

March 1806.

IT has been sometimes a question with me
whether the long space. which intervenes be-
tween my lucubrations be an advantage, or a
detriment to me. On the one” hand it appears,
that if I commit any mistake,sa month must
elapse before I can correct it, or offer any apo-
logy; and the same time must intervene be-
tween the beginning and-the conclusion of any
subject which it has been found nccessary to
extend through two papers. On the other
hand, however, it may be hoped, that if I haveo
committed an offenge in one paper, it stands a
chance of being pardoned before I begin an-
others and if I am guilty of that greatest of all
offences in persons of my profession, namely,
repetition of the same thoughts, the reader has
a suitable time allowed him to forget both the
original and the copy. .
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I have been léd to consider this state of the
question, from being told by a correspondent,
that, in many of my lucubrations, I have re-
peated sentiments on the shorfness and uncer-
tainty of time, the necessity of employing it
usefully, and the crime and folly of wasting it ;
‘which, my correspondent adds, are either the
same in substance, or bear a very close resem-
blance to each other.

This, however, 1s what 1 certainly wish to
avoid, because I am told that such subjects will
not in general bear repetition ; that it is quite
enough to be once told what one ought to do;
and that the same thing often repeated is no
longer information, but downright teazing,
-which it is impossible to suffer with any share of
patience. I must, therefore, take the liberty to
advance in my own behall, that it is not always
easy to avoid the repetition of a favourite
thought. Every man has some thoughts which
he peculiarly cheriches, ecither because they are
his own, or because he has proved them by ex-
periel'nce, or for some other reason ; and what
occurs so commonly in conversation cannot, it
1s hoped, give so very'much offence in writing.
But, lest this apology should not be thought
sufficient, I will beg leave, as a supplement, to
ohserve, that in all cases where we have reason
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to think a sentiment of importance has been
forgot, there can be no very great harm, and
no very great offence, in repeating it.

With respect to the shortness and uncertainty
of time, I am not aware that I have said too
much, and still less that I have exhausted the
subject : I have, however, more than once
given hints that I am not so strenuous a be-
liever in the shortness and uncertainty of time,
as not to allow that something may be said on
the other side of the question. I am not such
a bigot to old opinions as not to allow, that if..
we were to judge from observation only of men
and manners, there is very good reason to think
that the time of most people is so far from
being short and uncertain, that it may be con-
sidered as the longest and best secured of all
their possessions. If the use made of any ar-
ticle, and the character it bears, be.a fair cri-
terion of its value and importance, I do not see
how we can draw any other conclusion from
the practice or sentiments of those whose time,
they tell us, hangs heaVvy on their hands, and
who employ it, if they can be said to employ
it at all, asif it were tb have no end. .

Taking, then, for granted, that its leng.th is
mtolerable, while its duration ise certain, is it
not surprizing that the ingenious part of, man-

VOL. 1I. * S
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kind, amidst all their contrivances and improve-
ments, have done so little to remedy an evil
which is the general cause of complaint ? That
something has been done, cannot be denied :
but when we consider that a day consists of
iwenty-foﬁr hours, and a year of three hundred
and sixty-five such long days, I would ask, for
how much of this tedious space have we pro-
vided employments that can render the burthen
of life tolerable ?

Some years ago, the world stood a chance of
being completely revolutionized, as it was
called, by a combination of ingenious gentle-
men, who honouréd each other by the name of
philosophers. Fhey began their work with
very ardent hopes, and certainly at o6ne time
with some prospect of success; and if they
could have secured common sense, or common
honesty (not to speak of religion or morals) on
their side, I know not how far they might ere
now have advanced. Why they proceeded no
farther, and what circumstances occurred to
consign them and their philosophy to oblivion
and contempt, I need not recapitulate. I in-
troduce the subject, ho(vewr, with a view to
the prmczples, as some humourously called
thern, of one: of these philosophers, who was
so confident in the execution of their grand
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saw the time approaching when mankind would
not only be delivered from such plagues as go-
vernment, Jaws, religion, trade and cammerce,
but even be exempt from the vulgar obligation
to fall asleep once in every twenty-four hours.
By this the length of our’ days would, in many
cases, have been doubled, and the most restless
amongst us would receive an addition of at least
one third. But this was not enough, although
some, who complain that time, in the ordinary
way, hangs heavy on their hands, will probably
think it was bad enpugh. Our ingenious phi-
losopher went a step farther, and foresaw that
when we had got rid of sleep, we might also
frec ourselves from the necessity of dying and
being buried out of sight.

Now, while our philosopher might discover
no other inconveniénces attending these al-
terations, than the injury done to the makers
of feather-beds, and the worshipful company
of undertakers, (although some insinuated
that his principles were hostile to physicians
ard apothecaries,) it occurred to me that any .
attempt to carry his*system into practice would
become exceedingly unpopular to the proprietors
of time. It is surcly consistept with even su<
perficial reasening, that if we cannot get nd of
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the smaller portion of an article, we shall find
yet more difficulty in disposing of the greater.
If time hangs heavy on the hands of those who
have nqt perhaps above forty or fifty years in
their disposal, what would be the case with
those who had many centuries, and were like-
wise, according to ofir philosopher’s plan, de-
prived of government, laws, religion, com-
merce, relationship, and the ties of natural af-
fection? These latter, I should have men-
tioned, were also among the obsolcte prejudices
to be abolished, had the scheme taken place ;
but when I have once stated what a vast
burthen of Zime.this ingenious gentleman was
about to impose upon mankind, I need say no
more to account for the general dislike shewn
to his labours.

It was, indeed, a very great error, in the
formation of this design, that while the con-
triver was writing away sleep and death, and
all, the other articles which employ either mind
or body, he never once suggested; or even seems
to have thought, in what way his everlasting
population was to be diverted, how they were
to spend their time, wher day and night were
abolished, and when all mankind were to ar~
‘rive ax such a state of perfection, that the terms
superior and inferior were no longer fit to be
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used. It was this errot, however, which proved
fatal to the scheme with that class who have
already more time than they know what to do
with, and who, fond as they are of novelties,
will certainly never thank any man for in-
creasing their stock of tedfousness.

After having got rid of the dread of this grand
scheme, one would have thought that they who
find time longer and more certain than the rest
of the world, would have contrived some ad-
ditional means to remedy the evil; but Very.'
little, as alrcady observed, has yet been pro-
posed, or carried into effect;. which, for a
nation so humane as to psovide hospitals,
asylums, and remedies for almost every kind of
distress, 1s somewhat singular.  The few nos-
trums which our ancestors employed, such as
sleep, and cards, «ve still in use; and although
they do not administer a cure adequate to the
length and violence of the discase, they must
be allowed, in certain cases, to alleviate the
paroxysms, and rendere time somewhat more
tolerable.

Moralists, who are of a very different way of
thinking in such matters, and are perpetﬁally
talking, as my correspondent aceuses me; of
the shortness and uncertainty of time, seem to
consider all the accustomed schemes for the
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consumption of time as' delusive, or, at best,
as answering a very partial purpose. And be-
sides this, which perhaps contains more truth
than those who complain of time will be ready
to allow, they proceed to more violent lengths,
ard venture to ask hew those persons who com-
plain that time hangs heavy on their hands,
think they shall be employed in eternity ?

The effect of putting this question has, I
know, been very perplexing, because it has
.generally been put to those who never bestowed
a thought upon the matter, and who were con-
sequently very poosly furnished with the means
of answering. The philosopher abovementioned
could have, no doubt, afforded a satr.factory
solution, upon his principles; but, as all men
are not philosophers, and as there is in this
country and perhaps in' some others, a cur-
rent report that the present life will be followed
hy one of much longer duration, it is certainly of
some consequence to ask how those persons
who find the present se. extremely tedious, will
be able to bear one of much greater length,

This question is interesting upon another ac-
count. Among the prejudices of education
which those who complain of the length of time
have got rid of, we may rank the old opinion
that the future life is of two kinds, -onc of hap-
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piness, and the other of unhappiness. Now, as
with these persons the latter has been entirely
discarded, as monstrous, unnatural, and in-
human, and as it seems to be agreed. upon
that what some people call heaven is the only
future state, it would be desirable, as a mat-
ter of curiosity, to know what sort of place, or
state, that is.

It may seem extraordinary that a point of this
importance has not been settled long ago, and
with some people, I believe, this is partly the
case ; but with those who are the subject of this
lucubration, I cannot find that_there are any
clear ideas entertained, nor do I know of any
individusls who have formed an opinion, or any
gencral meeting that has been called to resolve
the doubts of those who are principally con-
cerned. There scems a very great and unac-
countable neglect in this, and something that
militates against their own doctrine : for, if
their time be so very long, and if they have so
few means to employ if, how comes "it that
an hour or two now and then cannot be de-
voted to a question so important ?

J am the more aunxious to suggest to them
the expediency of taking this question into con-
sideration, because I am certain that, if they
will favour me with their thoughts on thé sub-
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ject, Ishall be able to cnliven my lucubrations
with notions of heaven and heavenly happiness,
which our most profound divines have never
conceived. And after having suggested this,
I flatter myself I shall be favoured with a very
extensive correspondence, composed of a most
striking variety of sentiments. That my cor-
respondents may have some general guide, I
would farther suggest, that they would review
their present pursuits in such a manner as to
inquire whether they would wish to be so em-
ployed to all eternity. They can, in this way,
be at no loss, te frame such a heaven as will
suit their purposes, and be a mere continuation
of their engagements upon earth ; whezzas their
present notions, as far as I have been able to
gather them, are scarcely reconcileable to com-
mon scnse ; for how car any man suppose that
he shall appcar with advantage in a new situ-
ation or a new character, on neither of which
he has ever bestowed one moment's thought ?
This* proposition, I hope, will not be called
unreasonable. I am driviug no very hard bar-
gain with my future ‘carrespondents. If they
are for a state of perpetual bliss, I only want
to know of what nature they expect that bliss
to be; whether they are now providing for it,
or whether they have already begun it? While
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I allow that their time js ins;xfferably long, and
thzt there are few means of employing it within
their inclination, I only wish to know whether
they depend upon means of the same dort to
enable them to bear up against a length of time
longer than can be countéd, If they, however,
instead of giving information, shall send me
letters requesting advice, they will impose upon
me the necéssity of using more plain language
than that to which I have been accustomed ;
and I shall at the same time refuse even that to ,
“ny person who does net make a full disclosure *
# the remedies which®he, or she, may at pre-
sent be using to lessen the burthen of time. If
they consult me with a view to receive new
opinions, or partial opinions, I must tell them
I have no such opinions to offer : I cannot make
a new heaven and a new earth; and, therefore,
to prevent unnecessary application, I conclude
with informing them, that a heaven made out
of such materials as are in common use heré,
would not coincide witl} the more ratienal opi-
nions of the lcarned. If my correspondents
have formed no highes notion of heaven than
as a place where a good deal of time must be
spent, I am not prepared to say that it will be _
spent in many of the employments which we
try for that purpose on earth. I have no au-
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thority to say that ther¢ any public amusements
there, any card-tables, routs, operas or mas-
querades, race-grounds or stables ; but I have
the very best authority for asserting, that the
time usually consumed on these, must be em-
"ployed in some other way.

THE PROJECTOR. N°36.

¢ The screech-owls scem to be settled in an opinion,
that the great business of life is to comrLAINg and that
they were born for no other purpose than to disturb the
happiness of others.” Jounson,

April 1806.
IN a late paper (No. XLV.) I adverted, but
in a few, words, to the s1tuat10n and sentiments
of Complamers, a dcscrlptmn of men who seem
to be entitled to a higher degree of respect, "and
whosg good wishes I am desirous of obtaining,
that. they may forward the principal design of
all my lucubrdtions, namely, to introduce and
preserve good humour wherever it can obtain
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access. The Complainers, h(;wever, are a very
peculiar class, and, from the original construc-
tion of their minds, are not to be addressed
with the freedom we employ in other cases, nor
are we perhaps encouraged to form the same
hopes of success from our’application to them.
But as among them there may be some who are
not quite irreclaimable, and some who in their
lucid intervals are disposed to listen to both
sides of a question, I am not without hopes
that I may be the happy instrument of lessen-
ing the number of professed Complainers, and
bring them over to the'more tranquil regions of
Contentment and Satisfaction.

The Complainers, or, as some have termed
them, thc Grumblers, are a very numerous
class; and there is somcthing in their dispo-
sition which is trulv Catholic, for we find many
choice specimens of them, among all the ranks,
professions, trades, and occupations of mankind.
Perhaps they are not so equally divided between”
the sexes; but both, Ihumbly apprehend, can
quote more examples than they could wish.
The 6rigin of grumbling.[ shall not enier upon,
because it would lead me into a very wide field
of discussion, and into many disputed points.
It may be necessary, however,® to say, that
some mistakes prevail on this subject. It has
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been alleged for example, that war and taxes

are the principal causes of the increase of
Grumblers; but this is true only in a certain

degrée. War and taxes increase the number of
temporary Grumblers ; but that is not the class

to be considered in,this lucubration. Whatever

is now advanced regardé the race of permanent

Complainers, whom no means can soften or

satisfy, who add discontent to €very morsel,

and mix it in every cup of which they partake,

and many of whom have much less to do with

war and taxes than thousands who fight and

pay with great cheerfulness. It has also been

asserted, that rumbling arises from excess of
necessary labour, and the fatigues of indis-

pensable industry. In answer to this, it may

be sufficient to announce, that permanent

Grumblers are generally found among those

who know not what labour or industry mean.

As to those who are disposed to confine grum-

bling to the poor, I shall only say, if I may

presume to say so much without mortifying'
their pride, that they who are of this OplﬂlOll

have not been accustomed to ¢ move in the

higher circles.”

Without, therefore, entering further into the
origin or causés of grumbling, I would procced
to some characteristics of the permanent Grum-
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bler. He may be defined as dne who is deter-
mined not to be pleased, and whose study it is
to find fault, not only with all that exists, but
with all that can be proposed by any person
but himself. That the genuine Complair}er 1s
most conspicuous in affairs of politicks, I am
willing to allow ; but «the réason I apprehend"
is, that politicks are the more frequent subjects
of conversation, and therefore afford the Com-
plainer more frequent opportunities than any
other. But, if the political Grumbler be fol-
lowed from the coffee-hquse to his family, it
wi]l be found that he .is as averse to content-
ment in the one as in the othér. «The resent-
ment he has begun upon accowmt of a battle,
will often be continued upen a wife or a ser-
vant; and the disgust he has received by read-
ing of a speech or a trexty, will not be found
exhausted when he sits down to a dinneror a
supper. His pleacure is, to pass from one sub-
ject of discontent to another; or, if by some
chance an incident ,presents itself with which
he can express no dissatisfuction, it is received
with a grin very little removed from a snger, or
a look more expressive of ‘wonder than gratifi-
cation. Of political Grumblers, we had a fow
years ago a new species, who redoubled all their
old complaints, added a great many till then
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unheard of, and fancied that all which was
wrong in this country might be found right on
the Continent. Our laws, government, reli-
gion, our trade and commerce, our lands and
houses, were so complainable in comparison
with those of France, that, had all men been
gramblers, an universal emigration might have
been expected. Fven our follies and vices were
not upon the genteel and lively scale of our
neighbours, and the influence of the sun, moon,
and stars, was contemptible in comparison with
the effect they produced in that happy country.
By some means, however, this species, of
grumblers hecame dissatisfied even with these
gay prospects. Kither the habit of grambling
was too lively to be blunted by prosperity, or
they met with certain awkward disappointments
in realizing their visions. It is certain they
soon found it necessary to’ return to their ac-
customed pleasure of complaining without the
hope of redress; and, I am willing to think,
have passed their time since in a very dlscon-
tented and comfortable manner.

This class, however, in common with all
permanent Grumblers, secms to labour under
a mistake, which it was the special purpose of
the present paper to rectify. Averse as I know
all the classes of discontents are to any thing in
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the shape of advice, especmll’y when that ad-

v1ce has a tendency to produce satisfaction, it
must still be said, for the benefit of those who
are only initiated in the order, and may be
brought back to good humour, that there isa
wonderful degree of infateation clinging to the -
usual practices of permanent’Grumblers. They
adopt methods to relieve themselves, which
would at once render them miserable, and de-
stroy their entire vocation. They propose
schemes for reformation as they call them ;
schemes for reformation in church, state, in
the learned professions, in trade and®*commerce,
in domestic policy, and in the domestic rela-
tions of husband and wife, father and child.
All this they think not only reasonable, but
philosophic; and they no doubt pursue such
steps because they find® them easy; for what
can be ecasier than to éomp]ain, or to propose
plans which have never been tried, against those
which have stood the test of experience ? Ofe
that which is good, what more casy tlllan to
suppose that something might be better ?
What more easy to suppose than thag happy
men may be happier, that splendour may be
increased, and that riches may be multlphed ?
Yet herc is the grand mistake ingo which the
Grumblers fall: for, granting all these improve-
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ments to be as &asy in practice as they are in
theory, what would be the consequence if they
were to be adopted ?

Has any Grumbler seriously considered this
question ? has he seriously weighed the conse-
quences of a plan which would put a stop to
complaining ? or has he thought how the many
thousands of his fellow-grumblers are to be
provided for, when that is taken away which
constitutes the sole business and pleasure of
their lives, which opens lips that would be
else for ever shut, and gives an apparent ac-
tivity to tlfbse who would be else reckoned the
most inert and useless of all human beings ?
Men who have established a reputation by dint
of discontent, should surely of all others avoid
any thing which, by leading to satisfaction,
might destroy the proud distinction they have
acquired.

I know that 2n impatience for reforms is

- sometimes vindicated, by supposing that the
Grumblel has some real cause for complaint :
but this is never the case with the class who
are the subject of this paper. They do indeed
speak as if they had such a cause; but the re-
moval of it, so far from administering satisfac-
tion, only induces them to raisc their murmurs
to outcries, and fix them upon some other ob-
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ject with which they have very little connection.
Itis of the essence of grumbling, that it should
have no reasonable cause from without, being
entirely a property of certain minds, or rather
of certain brains, upon which images have been
somchow impressed whieh are not to be found
1n pature. . :

I would, therefore, besecch .the whole class
of permanent Complainers, as they value the
privileges of their order, the sole satisfaction
of their lives, and the ounly subject of their
thoughts and conversation, that they would, in
the midst of their complaints, check any de-
sire for improvements which fmight tend to re-
move them. Some of them have been rash
enough to speculate upon a state of society on
earth, in which nothing should be wrong; but
what would their miseralsle fate be in such a so-
ciety? Would a change he supportable that was
to deprive them of all their comforts ? Would
any torture be equal to that which .shoulde
oblige them to confess that they were satisfied,
and to put on the conteilted aspect and smile
of goed humour ? I hope it is ouly necessary to
remind them of these facts, since many of
them are men of sense by pretext, and some
philosophers by courtesy. . ’

In private life, where therc is not much claim
of the supcrior kind, we. ﬁn(.l the same blind

VOL. II. ™ .
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system prevailing.” Here the permanent Grum-
bler is perpetually changing his servants, in
hopes of finding one who will give him no cause
of complaint, without considering that either
that servant must prove the greatest plague he
ever had, or that he rust find out another vent
for his predominant humour. This very vent,
indeed, is perhaps an error in itself ; for, when
the quantity of discontent is exhausted, how
listless are the moments before it again accu-
mulates! Grumblers with families, however,

have many advantages over those who have
none. There is always a wife and children
who are confmed to the spot, and may receive
not only their *accustomed share of discontent,
but any surplus which may remain after the
business of the shop and counting-house is over.
A grumbling bacheloy is, on the contrary, a
miserable object, until he arrives at the happy
knack of turning his complaints upon himself;
«and then he may be considered as attaining a
very high degree of perfection. More generally
his practice is, to court the society of persons
m the same situation, who comfort one another
with a kind of reciprocation of ill-humour, and
a friendly exchange of irritation, which pre-
vents any in4ruston of contentment.
It is, indeed, peculiar to all classes of per-
manent grumblers to extend their complaints as
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far as possible. They are in this respect re-

moved from the narrow-mindedness of those
who keep their complaints to themselves, or
seek to alleviate them by the silent sources of
consolation. A true Grumbler bcgms with his
family, which, if numerqus, will be sufficient
to supply the hours he,is at home with a decent
proportion of discontent. He hfms leisure hours,
however, and those he devotes to his friends
and acquaintance, and never seems so happy as
when he can interrupt their mirth, by contra-
dicting every expression of satisfaction and of _*
thankfulness. But friends and acquamtance,
however numerous, are yet insufficient for his
stock of complaining; and vphappy indeed
would be his fate, if his country did not present
itself, and other nations in connection with it,
In complaining of these, his resources are not
only plentiful, bat impartial ; for he has as
many faults to find with war as with peace, and
I have known some very ingenious men of this,
class who have complaxnul as blttelly of a
thanksgiving as of a fast day : nor can we won-
der that their ill-humour should be so ex-
tensive and so endless, when we consnder that
there are no exceptions whatever from theirlist
of wrongs. .

I have thus taken the liberty to offer a few
hints, with a view to meliorate the*state of

T2 °
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those whom I have denominated the permanent
or confirmed Grumblers. With respect to
others who are only of the temporary kind, and
flatter themselves that they arc so, because they
never complain without a causc, it is possible
that they may derive some bencfit by reflecting,
that practices often repeated become habits,
and that those who havc a complaint at hand
upon every triﬁing occurrence, will soon learn
to be displeased when they have no such pre-
tence. It may be also worth the while of both
parties to consider, as men of calculation, what
1s got by complaiming. When we cannot ap-
peal to any better motive, we may, I hope, be
allowed to appeal to that of interest. In this
light, it has, I think, been gencerally allowed,
that complaining is one of the most nuprofitable
employments cither of the tongue or pen. The
Grumbler, irdeed, flatters himself that he de-
serves attention, but it is very rare that he
‘has either hearers or readers; and such is the
unfortunate constitution of all professed Com-
plainers, that, however numcrous they are, it
is almost impossible to meet two who are har-
monious in their murmurs, or who are capable
of grumbling in concert.
Upon the whole, therefore, since there ap-
pears as little profit as pleasure in this employ-
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ment, those who are but just beginning to com-
plain, and who do it rather from imitation than
feeling, would more effectually consult their
own happiness, as well as that of those with
whom they are concerned, if they adopted a
different system, learned the substantial dis-
tinctions between right and wrong, and between
theory and practice ; and if, while they disco-
vered many imperfections in human things,
they were to direct their affections and hopes
to a state of being in which all shall be perfect
and all permanent. .

X. Y’s Letter on “ Old Wonzen” will form
the subject of the next Proje(.:tor!

THE PROJECTOR. Ne¢j;7.

« Inexorable Age! whose wretched state
All mortals dread.”— CORGREVE

May, 1806.

A CorRrESPONDENT, under the signature of
X. Y. whose letter came to hard in time suf-
ficient to be announced at the close ?f my last
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lucubration, begins his address in the follow-
ing words :

¢ Sir, There are certain Beings in this coun-
try who are seldom mentioned but in terms of
contempt, if not reproach, which they by no
means deserve : I mean Old J¥Vomen. 1 wish,
Mr. Projector, you would exert your abilities in
endecavouring to vrocure justice for them. A
woman, Sir, can no more help growing old,
than a man.”—

Before I procecd further in this letter, I may
observe how very flattering it is to us ProyEec-
TORS, that wc are not only frequently callea
upon for schemes of public utility, but even
sometimes considered as being able to dispense
justice to the injured, in cases where the law
(perhaps feeling its own incapacity,) has chosen
to be silent. Yet thcre are so many circum-
stances to be attentively weighed before I can
proceed in the present instance, that I must
examine my Correspondent’s letter very mi-
nutely, that I may have the whole evidence
exhibited at one view, ere I venture to decide
in a matter of so much importance. v

With respect to that part of his letter which
I have transcribed, my readers will observe
that it contaias an assertion, and a fact; the
assertion is, ¢ that there are certain Beings in
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this country never mentioned but in terms of
contempt, and that these Beings are ¢ Old
Women.” This, I shall soon have occasion to
remark, may admit of some doubts; but the
Jact which follows, namely, that ¢‘ a woman
can no more help growmg old than a man,” I.
admit for the present, in‘its full and literal
meaning ; reserving to myself, however, the
privilege of, hereafter suggeSt.ing, that both
men and women not only may help growing
old, but, in point of fact, do so in a very re-
markable degree.

My Correspondent next says, that ¢ Some
of them,” meaning the aforesaid old women,
““ use every means in their power to prevent the
appearance of bheing so;” but those he 1s will-
ing to leave to ¢ the contempt they deserve.”
Here I must, however, observe, that, if his
first position be irue, rmamely, that ¢ old wo-
meR are never mentioned without contempt ”
it seems to follow that they who take pams to
prevent the appearance of being old, ought to
be considered as acting.purely in self-defence,
against which there is no law.

He proceeds now té another observation,
that ¢ Many Men in their old age, to- say
nothing of the earlier part of thelr lives, are as
perfectly insignificant as any Old Women can
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be; but itis hard on the latter, that the former
should lose the title of Qld Men, and become,
in common phrase, Old Fomen” Of the
first part of this remark I am disposed to ad-
mit the truth, not only as far as it goes, but a
. great deal further; many men in their old age,
being not only as msignificant as any old wo-
men can be; but often miuch more so. But the
question now to be agitated, I humbly appre-
hend, is not respecting the comparative insig-
nificance of the sexes in old age ; nor do I per-
ceive any great ad\autdgc thdt would follow
from brmu‘mg‘ them exactly upon a level.  The
ob]u,t of my Lmr%pondent letter is, to de-
fend Old If omgn from the reproach and con-
tempt cast upon them ; and, if I do not mis-
understand him, this is the very point he wishes
to establish. Now if all that we can prove is,
that an Old WWoman is'mot more insignificant
than an Old Man, the parties will be very
httle indebted to us, and certainly will acquire
no additional portion of respect
With regard to the,other ) part of his obscr-
vation, “the change of Old Men into, Old
Women,” much may be said. He quotes, in
proof, * the instances of warlike expeditions
Laving been in former days sometimes intrusted
to persous who were considered by the publick,
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and openly called, Old ﬂ’omen. Nor has this

pretended metamorphosis been less frequent in
our own days. Some years ago, a pantomimic
entertainment was exhibited on our theatres, in
which one of the transformations (much ap-
plauded by the spectators) was the change of a
bench of judges, or- justi(;es, into the same
number of Old W omen. These latter imme-
diately came forwards on the stage, and sung
a very edifying song, the burthen of which, if
I remember right, was that < Old Women can
do as much as Old Men.” It may be remem-eo
bered also, that several persons in all the
learned professions are supposed, at a certain
time of life, to transmigrate into Old Women.
My old friend Dr. SMELFUNGUS isan example ;
a man se fond of society that no consideration
of infirmity can keep hfm out of it, and yet so
attached to sleep us to be incapable of enjoying
what passes. This, with a peculiar grimness
of feature, has very generally procured, him the
title of Mrs. SmErruncus, which, however,
I mention rather in confirmation of my Corre-
spondent’s remark, than with any intgntion to
approve of such changes. .
My Correspondent’s next remark has some-
what of the shape of question, and ansiver.
‘“If,” says he, < any one should ask what
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there is in the old age of a woman which makes
her more contemptlble than an old man, the
only answer that can be given must arise from
the folly of some individuals, who thus bring
the general stigma on the whole body.” But
‘here I must take the liberty to object, that we
have an assertion without direct proof’; and that
it would not be very difficult to demonstrate
that the contemp% of old age in men and wo-
men is nearly equal. The reason why we are
inclined to think otherwise may perhaps be,
.that as women are most defenceless, it has
been found most convenient to treat them with
the contempt which in other cases might be re-
sented. In the mean time X.'Y. after again
adverting to the Old Women who paint and
dress in order to appear young, and professing
that he is no advocate for such, gives a very
pleasing sketch of an Old Woman performing
the duties of her age, sex, and character, with
Fropriety atd good sembe. He then gives some
hints on the usefulness of Old ¥ omen in the
capacity~ of nurses, to smooth a man’s pillow,
and bring him his medicines. All this is, no
doubt, very true; but, in the first place, I am
not quite clear that it brings much strength to
my Correspopdent’s argument. If we value
an Old Woman only in the ratio of her nursing
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powers, there must be a, considerable portion of
our lives in which we are very willing to dis-
pense with her company and her services. In
the second place, it may be doubted whether
Old TVomen have the exclusive chatacter of
being excellent as nurses., Some Old Men
have, certainly, been’ of a contrary opinion.
When we find any of this desgription marrying
very young omen, which is not an uncommon
case, we are bound to believe that they think
young women make the best nurses; and, pro-
bably, they find it so, for such young women *
n.wst naturally attain the greatest proficiency in
that which is their only employment.

Having thus allowed my C'orrespondent to
state his complaints, and the remarks on which
they are grounded, I may now presume to hint,
that with respect to the,subject in general, he
has not very accurately examined the evidence
upon which his assertlons are founded. He
pleads the cause of certain Bemgs who are Old
JWomen, and are *never mentioned bnt with
contempt. But it is to be considered that terms
of approbation and contempt are of ali others
in our language, those which most frequeptly
and capriciously change their meaning. I need
mention but one instance. We have all lived
to hear the epithet of Good ¥ oman, become a
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term of reproach in the highest degree, and the
cause of the bitterest resentment. I have been
told by a police justice of great experience, that
of ten’ quarrels which have been submitted to
his decision, nine have commenced with one of
" the parties calling thé other good woman, and
that in the pugnacious districts of London this
obnoxious title among women is equivalent to
the first blow among men. Now I would sub-
mit to my Correspondent, whether much value
is to be set upon phrasés of such variable mean-
*ing. I would even ask him, whether in calling
any description of womcen beings, he has not
run the risk of gi'ving offence ?  But, be this
as it may, I have more important reasons for
declining to interfere in this business, reasons
which concern the character of the ProsecTor
as a sound and consistent logician, and a man
capable of giving aid or advice in difficult cases.
Before I can join with my correspondent in
‘pleading the cause of Old Women, 1 must be
certain, that such beings esist, for it 1s upon
proof of this, 1 humbly apprehend; that the
whole of his application hinges. We hive all
heard of a learned Society, who laid their heads
together, in order to find out the reason W:hy
lead swam “in water, without one of them
having previously tried whether lead could
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swim. Iam not to be entrapt into a dilemma
of this kind. I cannot be expected to plead for
a non-entity ; and having, since the receipt of
this letter, renewed my inquiries on the subject,
I am more than ever inclined to persist in an
opinion which I have long entcrtained, that
Old Women are no lgnger ‘to be found, or are
so rare, that when they do occur; it is more
probable they will prove obje'cts of curiosity
than of contempt. For the truth of this, I
must first appeal to the observation and expe-
rience of all my readers; and then, if my Cor-
respondent be really acquainted with a person
who answers the description, it is,incumbent on
him to produce an affidavit from, her, confessing
that she is an Old Woman, and content to act,
and to be considered as such. I do not wish
to conceal, however, that although I know of
no such person, chus willing to come forwards,
1 have heard of Old IT'omen, and I have scen
some who are (in confidence, among friends)
so called ; but I (lllCStIOIl if cither a Habeas
Corpus or a Chief Judge’s warraut would he
sufficignt to compel them to appear as evidence
in this cause. And I likewise allow that in the
pursuit of my inquiries, a friend of mine oﬂhed
to produce his mother, and if that were not
enough, his grandmother; but I cpnsudu this
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piece of pleasantry as one of the liberties which
relations are too apt ‘to think they may take
with one another.

My correspondent, and perhaps others, may
deny the non-existence of Old #omen, in this
way. They may argue that a certain number
of years constitute what we call age, and that
a woman who has attained those years is #pso

Sacto an Old Woman. If the premises were
good here, the conclusion might follow; but
who shall determine what that certain number of
years amounts to, and without such determina-
tion, how can we proceed ? But independent of
this, the Present meaning and acceptation of
words will only serve to render Old IWomen
more scarce ; for though some may be ¢ a little
advanced,” and others ¢ not absolutely young,”
yet I know not to what circles I can refer the
curious for one who will alluw that she is an
Old Woman. It is, in truth, not a matter of
calculation, but of . opinion. Old Homen,
therefore, must either be extinct, or there must
be something in the character of an Old Wo-
man very bad, since it is shunned by those who
are in the fairest way to attain it chronolo-
gically, and against whom the imputation may
be brought, not only from looking-glasses, but
parish-registers. And this last inference, I
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humbly think, militates with much force against
my Correspondent’s argument ; for it is an in-
fallible maxim, that a thing cannot be made
contemptible by others which is not. con-
temptible in itself. .

But, it may be said, if.old women are not to
be found, if they cannot be’produced either as
instances in themselves, or as examples to others,
what becomes of the change fy Correspondent
alludes to, of Old Men into Old Women, a
species of transmigration peculiar, we are told,
to commanders, judges, divines, and physicians,, *
at a certain time of life? In answer to this, I
can only say, that we derive the imperfect ideas
we have of Old Women from our ancestors,
who had, we are taught to believe, many op-
portunities of seeing and conversing with such
beings, and have described them very accu-
rately. But as in the process of time the co-
lours of these pictures have decayed, and the
features have been altered by new coatings and
daubings, the resemblance becomes more and
more indistinct. The atmost we can,now ob-
tain, .from observation or tradition, is a vague
notion of certain outlines or appearances, which,
we suppose, once constituted an Old Woman;
and finding the character, we knpw not why, °
mentioned in our times with disrespect, we
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enlist Old JVomen among our nick-names, and
bestow it accordingly ‘upon either sex, as it
may suit. Those who are for converting cer-
tain aged gentlemen of the learned professions
into Old Women, no doubt think they act
very wittily on this oecasion, although they are
not able to give any rational account of the
transformation, nor to say where the wig ends
and the pinner begins; nor by what transition
the silken cassock becomes the flannel petticoat.

I have already hinted that the contempt of
old age in man and woman is nearly equal, a
circumstance which likewise very considerably
invalidates the plea that my Correspondent has
set up, and m which he wishes me to join.
There can be no doubt, that whatever number
of women he may produce who endeavour to
avoid the appearance of old age, an cqual num-
ber of men may be produced who are not only
employed in the same wise speculation, but
who talk and act as if they had really attained
the object. I would, therefore, advise such of
my readers as have no inclination tp give"'()f-'
fence, to beware how they pronounce any gen-
tleman who is absent to be old, unless he has
nearly completed a century ; and if such a per-
son be present, they will find that no circum-
stances will justify them for paying him any



Nes7. ~ THE PROJECTOR. . o8

compliment, but that of a hale, hearty man,
accompanied with praises of his vigour and
agility, and compassion for the widows and
virgins who may fall in his way. .
Before I conclude this lucubration, 'my Cor-
respondent, and probably some of my readers,
may wish that I should produce other reasons
for my hclicf that the race of Old F¥omen is
extinct, than I have yet offered. The subject
will, doubtless, admit of farther illustration ;
and I might press into the service the opinions
of naturalists, on the gradual decay and changes®
vhich take place in the breed of animals, but
I must be Lrief. T am not oﬁly of opinion that
Old TVomen are fast disappeartng; but I think
it may be proved, that there is a very nctural
reason to be found for it in the habits of life,
which some people call “dissipation, that have
of late years been adopted. If any person be
disposed to question whether this has not a
necessary tendency to prevent the inerease of
Ol Women, and. cousequently to nd the sex
of the renroach and contcmpt my Correspondent
compl'ams of, I beg lcave to refer him: to any
series of obituaries, or monumental inscriptions,
he' pleases to consult. At the same time it
must be allowed, that there is something of
generosity and sclf-denial in those who are ad-
VOL. II, oo
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vocates for a ¢ short life and a merry one,”
since we find, that whatever objections they
may have to the ycars of an Old Woman, they
take considerable pains to exhibit her infir-
mities.

THE PROJECTOR. Nej58.

“The ver; top
And dignity of Folly we attain
By studious search and labour of the brain.”
Locl.

June 1806.

A vrroucH we have considerable reason to be
proud of the number of ProsEcTORS which our
Country has in former days produced, yet it
must, on the other hand, be allowed, that of
late years there has‘been a lamentable de-
ficiency both in the boldness and utility of our
Projects. Foreigners appcar to understand the
principles of innovation so much better than
they are understood by us, that they will pro-
bably soon run away with all the honours due
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to miraculous inventions and wonderful plans.
We continue, indeed, to make some improve-
ments in rope-yarn, and, some in cables; we
contrive new locks, and adapt new Keys to
them ; we sharpen the teeth of our saws, and
give a fine edge to our razors; and we play
many ingenious tricks with steam-cngines and
water-works ; but all this time, we neglect
those improvements in animal machinery, which
employ the attention of our more erudite and
philosophical friends on the Continent. While,
we content ourselves with improvements in bits
of iron, brass, and wood; they are cvery day
making wonderful discoveries in human nature,
merely by considering man as a machine, made
up of certain parts, as casily taken to pieces
and inspected as the works of a clock, and, if
we may believe them, as easily put together.
My lucubration, No. XVII. on MEGALAN-
THROPOGENESIA, ‘‘ the art of augmenting the
intelligence of man by perfecting his’organs,”
or, in more plait language, the art ¢f propa-
gating any kind of genius or talents at the op-
tion ‘of the parents, must have affotded my
readers one proof that I am far above that na-
tional prejudicc which would confine all great .
inventions to our own country. I am now
about to give another proof of the same kind,
o2,
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by introducing my readers to some small ac-
quaintance with Craniorogy, or the art of
discovering every property in the human wind
merely by fecling for it on the outside of the
scull.  Thus if a man is a painter, we can by
this art point to soine little knob or protu-
berance in his scull wher¢ all his skill lies : and
in the same manner we can find out a philo-
sopher, a poct, a mathicmatician; &e. The
inventor of this wonderful art is a Dr. GaLr,
and we are told, and gravely told, that his
discovery has been the favourite topick of dis-
cussion in all the univessities and learned so-
cieties 1n Gel'lﬁan)", since he was pleased to dis-

close it.

Perhaps some of my readers will think that
this is only a new species of physiognomy, that
science, as some called it, so successfully cul-
tivated by Lavater, and which not long ago
was studied by many persons in this country,
who after a great dcal of labour discovered that
Lavater, taught them ouly what they had l)e-,
fore, the custom of forming a certain opinion
of every-stranger from his looks. But the pre-
sent, Projector, Dr. Gall, goes a great deal
farther than Lavater; Lavater only pretended
to discover, 112 certain conformations of the face
and head, certain propertics and faculties of
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the mind; Dr. Gall, with all this knowledge,
superadds the knack of pointing out the very
spot where these properties or faculties reside.
And what is more, he not only can pomt out
the gmcral qualities of knowledge, ignorance,
genius, stupidity, &c. but the exact spot in the
scull under which lic what he calls the organs
of thieving, of fighting, of music, of 'mthmetlc,
and even of finding and remembering places.
What a discovery is hex:e ! This learned Doctor
can not only tell us whether a man is a thief,
but also what progress lic can make in the mul-
tiplication-table, and, by mere]y looking on a
few young men, can supply lzis friends with
a fiddler, a clerk, or a porter, in a moment.
The brain, in the opinion of this great Pro-
jector, resembles the index of a modern sys-
tem of arts and sciences. Not only is cvery
art and science found iun it, but all the articles
arc so distinctly classified and arranged that he
can lay his hand upon what is wanted ‘without
the..smallest difficulty.  He has not,:indeed,
told us whether they are alphabetically ar-
ranged but it is probable some order or other
of that kind has been established in his ewn
scull, in order to assist him in consulting the
sculls of his friends. Be this as it may, the
grand divisions he has formed of thecontents
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of the brain are these : the organ of sexual in-
stinet, of parental and filial love, of suscepti-
bility for instruction, of finding and remember-
ing places, of recollecting persons, of com-
paring colours, of musick, of arithmetie, of fin-
ing and remcmhcring'words, of philosophy, of
mechanical arts, of friendship and attachment,
of fighting, of murder, of cunning, of thiev-
ing, of loftiness and high-mindedness, of thirst
for glory and of vanity, of reflection, of in-
genuity, of philosophical judgment, of wit, of
induction, of meekness or good-nature, of re-
ligious fanaticism, of constancy, and of imitx-
tive power.

These twenty-seven articles, or orguns, seem
to include all that the Doctor has yet disco-
vered, so as to be able to pomt them out to
others. From his history, however, there ap-
pear to be many others which he can point out
with equal certainty, particularly the organ of
talling. 'This he discovered so plainly in some
women 4o whom he was introduced, that the
by-standers could not refuse assent to* his won-
derful skill. Nor does.it appear that he was less
succassful, in discovering thieves in the prisons,
and idiots in the lunatic hospitals. There is
another organ, too, which he has a very happy
knack.in discovering; this he calls the organ
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of representation, or mimickry. The moment
a man crows like a cock, or brays like an ass,
the Doctor puts his finger upon his head, and
points out the very identical spot where this
wonderful talent is placed. I cannot help re-
marking here, that a little of his knowledge in
this last article might be very useful to “the
managers of our theatres in previding new per-
formers, since they are very apt to engage
ladies and gentlemen whose organs of represen-
tation arc not so perfec’t as could be wished.
But I have perhaps said enough on Dr?
GavLr’s discoveries to'persuade my readers that
they are of the highest importanf:e. As we are
assured by all the philosoPhers.of Germany and
Prussia that he has never once been found
erroncous in his judgment of the characters
either of honest men jor thicves, I trust the
British publick will turn its thoughts to a
science of so much importance as Craniology
promises to be. Indeed the uses to-which it
. may be applied are so varlous in this.country,
that I flatter myself it'is here, and here only,
wher? it may be brouéjl:t to the highest degree
of perfection. Pu'haps twenty-seven ot thirty
organs may be sufficient to fill the head of a
German or a Prussian; but it 18 well known
that the naturc of our free,rovernment, as well
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as our customs and manners, will require an
addition of perhaps twenty more, which I have
no doubt Dr. GaLr would soon discover, if he
could be prevailed upon to pay us a visit.
.During the sitting of parliament, for example,
he might make such discoveries by an inspec-
tion of the. members, as might be turned to
very good account at a general election, and
direct the choice of the constituents in a more
certain manner than it has hitherto been regu-
lated. In visiting the Iuns of Court, he might
make such discoveries among the students as
would enable them to apply to that particulax
branch of the profession which was already in
their heads. In some he would no doubt at
once discover the organ of equity, in others the
organ of special pleading, and in others that of
common law. Among. the young clergy, he
could not fail to be useful by checking improper
ambition, as well as encouraging the timid.
1o the latter he might point out that part of
their brein which contained- stalls and lawn .
sleeves; and the former he might check, hy
assuring - them that the protuberance on’their
scull . which they mistook for a cathedral, was
in reality a ];u*ge parish church, with a great
deal of duty. °

Nor wonld persons of quality lie under very
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inconsiderable obligations to our great Cra-
niologist. By thg flatness or sharpness of their
heads, he could at once mark the grand di-
visions of character which prevail in St. James’s
street, and at Newmarket. To the ladies he
might impart infallible marks for discovering
not only an honest, but an usetul servant; for
one of the organs which he pndes himself most
in pointing but, is ‘¢ the organ of finding and
remembering places.” Tt must indeed, be an
important science which enables us by merely
examining the outside of a man’s head, to de-
turmine whcthel he can pu,k a pocket, or carry
a message, whether he can fmget his duty, or
1emcmbe1 a street.

But perhaps the principal use to which this
science might be applied, 1s that of public
Jjustice, mn the detection and punishment of
rogues ; and from what I have read of Dr.
GaLvr’s history, it is in this particular that his
skill has ever been most conspicuous.. T find
that in all his visits to jails, he kncw a thief
the moment he saw him, and that before the
supposed criminal had undergone any legal
process. This ccrtamly must be allowed to be
ve;'y ingenious. The Doctor listened to no
evidence ; he heard no complaints ; he merely
looked at a man promiscugusly picked oyt from
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a number; he felt his forebead, discovered the
organ of thieving, and pronounced his opinion
accordingly. It is plain that this science may
be rendered useful in two ways: first, by send-
ing over a certain number of the gentlemen-
officers of the police to attend a course of lec-
turcs on Craniology. principally with respect to
its application o cascs of property; and these,
having received a diploma from the Doctor, or
at least a proper certificate of their proficiency,
might return and resuine their profession, but
not, as before, by apprchending notorious
thieves. That would be making a very small
advance in business. No. They should be in-
structed to walk the street, and frequent public
places, and take up all persons in whose sculls
they discovered the organ of thieving. We
have heard of many syscems of preveution, but
surely nonc upon so large a scale as this.

This scheme, however, I have only proposed
s onc of the ways in which felonious Cranio-
logy may be rendered usetul. The other use
of it would be felt in our Courts of Lay, where,
it is well known, great difficulties occur in
provipg a man guilty whom every person ne-
vertheless believes to be so. If therefore we
adopt Dr. Garvr’s plan, every difficulty will
vanish, and all the expence and trouble incident



Ness.  THE PROJECTOR: . 299

to the examination of witnesses, and the at-
tendance of juries, would be avoided. I know
not, indeed, whether the long studies neces-
sary to qualify a man to be a judge might not
at the same time be dispensed with ; for any
person who had served ani aPprenticeship to Dr.
GavrL, mjght be very*well qualified to compre-
hend in his own person the several duties of
evidence, jury, and judge.

But still, if the advanfages of Craniology
were to be confined to *criminal cases only; it
would lose half its value. In what arc called
civil cases, or disputes about property, it would
equally facilitate a just decision,*by discovering
the organ of tricking, or cumning, in either
plaintiff or defendant.  Perhaps, too, it might
be very usefully employed in some arrange-
ments we hear of, respecting public accompts.
These are matters with which Dr. Garv can-
not at present be supposed -acquainted; but,
were he to pay us a visit, I have no doubt that
in some sculls he svould tench us where to look
for those organs of mr7ears and per.centagcs,
which have been so long concealed.

1 cannot close “this brief account and enco-
mium on Dr. GarL’s wonderful science, With-
out adding that he is said to have suffered per-*
secution. We are told, and that g}'av.ely too,
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that some ‘¢ fanatical, priests” had influence
enough to drivé him from his own country into
another, where his doctrines were better re-
ceived. Upon inquiring into this {act, however,
I am in¢lined to think there is some mistake in
this part of his narrative. These ¢ fanatical
priests,” I am well assured, bLear this relation
to some of the wisest and best men in this
country, that thev abhor what is ahsurd and
impious, and has "a tendency to lessen the
influence of revealed ¥eligion on the mind.
‘Whether, therefore, men impelled by such
motives would be cnemies to Craniology, I
must leave my readers to determine. The
science itself 1 «m disposed to place in the same
rank with the MEGALANTHROPOGENESIA of
Citizen Robert, commemorated in my seven-
teenth paper; and a féw more such advances
cannot fail to bring us very soon to that pers
Sectibility about which modern philosophers
lrave written so much, although hitherto to so
little purpose. - .

What I am most surprised at in Drr GArLL’s
system, s his confining his organs to thehead
only. With a little of his skill and zeal, T
should be for relieving that part of the body
from such a quantity of organs as must confuse
once another in their operations. The business
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of Love which le finds there, might certainly
be remov ed to another situation ; ; and in some
cases, I should be looking for the organ of
Thieving in the Haxp. The hand I take.to be
so very powerful in discovering what passes in
the mind, that 1 have had some thounghts of
projecting a new system, like that of Lavater,
from the hand only. The late Dr. Geddes, we
are told, meditated the same design with the
~osE. The Doctor was ptobably induced to
lay hold of a feature which isin all conspicuous,
and hid in none. But, he was persuaded to,
wive up his scheme, after many experiments on
his friends’ noses. I do not thiniiso slightungly
of the HAND, because Chiromancy has already
been applied to forewd future events by that
part ot the body 5 and surely it 1s full as casy
to discover present cncumstances as future
events.  In many of the common affairs of life
we acknowledge the importance of the hand.
Not to speak of a sct of depredators ywho are.
known by the name of light-fingered, we have
all heard of the importitnce of a gootf hand at
cardsy in which, 1 am assured, the head has
very little concern; and 1 may appeal to my
female readers whether they have not sometimes
heard of a gentleman giving his 4end to a lady
in marriage, without any counection with his
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heart. I humbly éonqeive, therefore, that my
system stands as good a chance of success as
Dr. GALL’s, unless he chooses to incorporate
them into one, and after he has amused his
countrymen with looking at their heads, en-
dcavour to persuadé¢ them that they have as
“mach \mderstandiﬁg in their hands and fect.

THE PRQJECTOR. Ne ;9.

«
¢« Of all the causes which conspire to blind
Man’s erring judgment, and misguide the mind,
What the weah head with strougest bias rules
Is Prapk, the never-failing vice of fools.””  Pore.

July 1806.

>

Pmnn is one of the most general causes of
complamt, and might therefore be thpught one
of the most unpopulal of our failings, it # were
not at the same time confesséd that many who
compldm of it are not without strong suspicions
of possessing a greater share than they are
willing to allow. It delights to disguise itself;
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and the number of its disguises is 30 consi-
derable, as to impose on some persons who
would be thought extremely clear-sighted in
other matters. .

The author, from whom my motto ts taken,
speaks of Pride with a sarcastic severity which
some will think very’rudc.' That it 1s ¢ the
never-failing vice of fools,” or.incident to per-
sons of ¢ weak heads,” are’ positions which
will certainly be rejected by many whom the
world thinks neither weak nor foolish; but
whether a man of contemplation, at a distance.
from the partialities which influence mankind
in their opinions, may not bé inclined to agree
with Mr. Pope, is a questiont which I shall
leave to the determination of my readers.

Pride must be allowed to be one of the most
perplexing qualities ot the mind ; for whoever
ohserves the conduct of a proud man with at-
tention, may discover that he is perpetually
struggling with something which opposes himg
or swellmg with something which he endea-
vours to keep down. As' Pride has rathnr a bad
character, he endeavours to conceal it; (for
who would be thought proud?) and this ap-
peérs like a compromise with the opinions of
the world; but, on the other band, he finds
it impossible to be proud without disp.la);ing it,
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and he displays it for the sole purpose of gra-

tifying himself. No situation can surely be
more puzzling. To conceal, and at the same

time .to discover, is oune of the happiest arts

that has been found out since the invention of
two extremes and a 1aiddle.  Yet how difficult

mnst this art be, whenwe observe (which we

may do cvery day of our lives) that all cfforts

to conceal Pride only tend to make it more con-

spicuous. It is in vain to hide, when we have

no coverings but what are transparent, and fix

the eve more closclv upon what might have

otherwise escaped our notice.

Pride is said to be the origin of Anger; by
which, 1 presume, is meant a certain species
of anger; but civen this is a very great mcon-
venicnce, for anger mav he opposed to anger,
and a man who is proud at the rate of 10004
a year may be out-raged by one of 200/ It
would certainly be wiser, therefore, to employ
the higher kinds of silent contempt, accom-
panied by certain out-stretchings of the neck,
tossings of the head, and other gestures, which
are generally thought hecoming, in proportion
to the estate of the party.

Wealth is the most general cause of Pride.
It can be the lot of very few to value them-
selves on holding offices of state, or on being
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distinguished for gemus, or some extraordinary
endowmentw of mind ; but the extensive dif-
fusion of riches, in a commercial and pros-
perous country like ours, affords a vast number
the opportunity, if they choose to emdbrace it,
of raising their Pride to ‘the standard of their
income. There are some,” indeed, who con-
sider riches as the worst possible foundation for
Pride ; and think that a man*®who has no other
reason to be proud, ought*to content himself
with the smallest possible attempts to * sigile
contempt” on the ¢ little folks” beneath him. .

Bat with such opinions it is not my intention
to enter the lists. I shall rather tuke for
granted, that as riches are pronounced, by the
voice of the majority, to form the only distine-
tion between man and man, so they are the
only legitimate pretence w ‘hich any man can
have for being proud. This being granted, I
hope it will not be thought improper, if I sug-
gest that, of late years, very great ¢onfusion
hds been introduced into the proud world for
want of a due attentibn to certain circam-
stances of considerable weight in this ,matter.
It is not enough fo say that a rich man, has a
right to be proud ; such vague propositions are
always liable to abuse ; we ought to consider
that rich and poor are relat.ive terms ; am.l that,

VOL. I1I., * X .
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instead of allowing a rich man to be as proud
as he pleases, we ouglit to intimate to him,
that he has no right to a single lofty fook be-
yond what he can confirm by a fair disclosure
of his property.

It is for waut of attention to this nccessary
distinction, that we find.a man of =£5000. a
year fully as proud, and, indeed, often much
more so, than a' man of ten times that sum.
This is surelv very absurd, and contradictory
to the gradations which prevail in all the orders
of society. T have, likewise, observed, that
your leasehold menwill often give themselves
the air of fre¢hokl; and I have, more than
once, observed a mere man of three per cents.
exhibiting all  the pomp, pride, and circum-
stance,” of the owner of an entailed estate. It
must be lamentable ignorance, indeed, that
thus prevents us from accommodating our pride
to our circumstances; since we cannot but
know that, if we expend more than we receive,
our stock must be soon exhausted. Another
inconvenience attending this extravagance is,
that it induces curious neighhours to “mquire
more closely into a man’s property than he
would wish ; and, consequently, to make those
reflections which, to a proud man, are most in-
supportable. 1 hope, however, that as every
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person is now obliged to«give in an honest
statement of his property to commissioners le-
gally appointed, we may, in time, be enabled
to graduate the scale of Pride with the utmost
exactness, and oblige every man to adjust his
locks to the degree opposite to his name, with-
out fluctuating up and dowh by the motions of
caprice. )

The progress of Pride, as octasioned by riches,
is an object of much entertainment, and would
be, perhaps, of much iastruction, were it ye-
gularly laid down. It would even be of infinite,
service to proud men, themselves ; whose in-
terest, indeed, I have principally.in view in this
lucubration, for they are apt o be extremely
rash in their first assumptions of Pride. I
have known a man display so much Pride on
obtaining a place of #£*300. a year, that when
he rose afterwards to one of #£1000., he had
not a contemptuous 100k to produce, nor a
single toss of the head that had not bgen worn
out in the service. This is unfortunate ; for
if we cannot enlarge our Pride with our in-
comesy’ the amount of the latter can pever be
the subject of those conjectures which, afford
infinite gratification, and are not the less p'leas-
ing for being generally at a congiderable dis- «
tance from the truth. Whereas, on the other

. ) »x2° T
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hand, if a man knows the value of Pride, and
can reduce any given quantity to pounds, shil-
lings, and pence, he will at once perceive the
advantage of keeping the balance cven, and
preserving a sort of ¢ Ready Reckoner” in his
head. By this he wiH learn never to give him-
self airs until he has taken stock, and never to
affect to be superior, until he has exactly as-
certained who are his inferiors. It is not my
purpose, here, to offer any plan or scale of the
kind hinted at; but it may not be impertinent
to suggest, that a very small share of Pride, if
any at all, ought to be allowed to the columnn
of hundreds ; and even 1 that of thousands, 1
should be for great ceconomy in this article
until we arrive at that class whose incomes are
expressed by five figures. 1 do not absolutely
say that those beneath:them are to be denied
the use of Pride; espcéia]'.y those who are so
ingenious as to create it out of nothing.
Where pride arises from this extraordinary
source, or is a necessary of life, the demand
will be too urgent fof any restrictions I can
impose ; yet I would have these classes of proud
men to consider that they are too numerous for
the higher gratifications which Pride affords,
-and ought, therefore, to be content with such
airs as may be very genteel and contemptuous
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in their own circle, but, perhaps, would ap-
pear ridiculous any where else.

There is yet another disadvantage arising
from early prodigality in the artlclc of Pride.
When men have speedlly exhausted their stock,
when they have given thcmsplves all their airs
possible, and have mortified as many of their
acquaintances as could be indyced or compelled
to witness their grandeur, ;they must either
suspend their progress, or must fall upon some
new and extraordinary contrivances to keep l'lp
their superiority. But this requires skill, and
powers of invention, which, jt i's possible, a
proud genius may not be '1ble to command ;
and of which it is certain that a proud block-
head can have no idea. Their efforts, there-
fore, in this way, frequently become farcical
and ridiculous; and 1T have known some of
them, who have endeavoured to support their
consequence by late dinners and French wines,
err so cgregiously as to ask their superiors to
parteke of them, ihstead, of inviting wnfortu-
nate frignds and poor relations, who might
have repaid them by astouishment and accla-
matjon. How absurd, instead of such as would
humbly praise and eagerly admire, to ask men
to whomn nothing is rare, wucommon, or un-
atlainable, and who can dewise no compliments
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to grace the entrance of what is too familiar to
deserve notice! When a man is inclined to
boast that he drinks champagne like small
beer, it must be somewhat mortifying to see
his guests swallow this beverage without say-
ing one word about the matter.

The mortifications, irideed, to which proud
men arc subject, are so many, that if they did
not consider Prldf; as indispensably necessary,
we might be apt to conclude that they would
be more happy without it. The world at large
is certainly in a conspizacy against it. We read
of nothing in the "history of mankind which
seems more g‘cnc}'llly‘ pleasing than the down-
fal of Pride. A beau rolled in the keunel, one
of the petty revolutions of greatness, is always
a popular object. How far this 1s right or
wrong, they who know most of proud men,
and the stuff of which they are made, can best
determine. For my own part, I should be in-

“clined tu bestow some pity upon men in this
situation, if I were not aware that they con-
sider pity as very insulting. I would rather,
therefore, according to the pacific disposition
in which I pen all these my lucubrations, pro-
pose such mecasures as might, by confining
‘e Pride to a iesser number, serve to exalt it in

the eyes, of the world, for it must be very dis-
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agreeable to men of great Pride, that they can
be imitated with such cxactness by their in-
feriors.

And this leads me to remark, that while we
have allowed riches to be in some degree a
foundation for Pride, we rﬁegt frequently with a
class of men who are,” as already hinted, proud
of nothing. They have neither-fortune, family,
nor talents, "to serve as a foundatlon and yet -
are remarkable for all the varieties of Pride,
from silent sullenness t6 obstreperous insolerce.
Without pretending to 4ccount for this, I may’
be permitted to infer from the fact, that Pride
is not that well-bred passion which some of its
admirers are apt to imagine. * It is not to be
denicd that 1t sometimes keeps good company ;
but it is equally certain that it sometimes asso-
ciates with the worst. . We can account for its
alliance with lace and diamonds ; but what it
has to do with rags and hunger I know not,
unless to prove that poverty may be Sometimes
magle more ridicutous thau it deserves. Such,
however,sis the frolicsome humour of Pride,
that i€ amuscs itself with all sorts andl condi-
tions of men. We meet with it sometiines in
the drawing-room, and sometimes behind the
counter ; and it has been known,” i the sames
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day, to rcpel modest worth from the gates of a
palace, and from the door of a pew. ,

I shall conclude these desultory remarks on
Pride, by suggesting an inquiry whether, all
the above circumstances considered, it is really
of much use ? We have seen that it is none
of those gratifications which can be enjoyed
in secret; and that, when it is displayed, it
procures no respect, and 1s liable to continual
mortifications. If, however, there are any who
thiuk they have a right to be prond, let them
produce their vouchers; and a quantity of the
article may be licensed proportioned to their
just claims ; bat the number of such claimants,
I apprehend, would be few : for it is among
the enigmatical properties of Pride, that men
are too proud to acknowledge it.

Pope, in my motto, seems to consider Pride
as the never-failing vice of fools. I have al-
ready said that this will not be reckoned a very
évil opiuion ; but, whether true or not, it is
certain that a countest has heen long maintained
between Pride and Good Sense, and that the
latter never fails to get the better, when she
has fair play. Young people, educated in
Pride (for it is in some schools a regular
branch of education), are frequently observed
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to forget it, after a very short intercourse with
the world : this I consider as the effect of Good
Sense, :;nd, perhaps, of an observation which
cannot fail to strike an ingenuous mind very
forcibly, that Pride has not a natural‘aversion
to meanness, but, on the contrary, is fre-
quently obliged for 1ts su[.)port to low tricks
and shifts of no very reputable kind.

If, notwithstanding thes.e' remarks, the ex-.
pediency of Pride should be asserted, as a ne-
cessary accompanimenteof riches, it may yet re-
main to be asked whenee that necessity arises
and why the blessings of prosperity may not
be enjoyed with humility, and*now and then
improved by reflecting on tht very uncertain
tenure by which they are held. It certainly is
not saying much in favour of Pride, that they
who practise it most are least willing to allow
their share, or to point out its uses ; yet upon
the whole it 1s a thing that must be of some
service in this world, siuce we are very certain
it will be of none i the next,
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¢ Quo spectanda modo, quo sensu, credis, et ore "
‘ 1or.

August 1806.
‘SE]’ZING S1GHTS 1s an employment so popular
at the present season of the year, that there is
much reason to regret it has not been put under
some kind of regulation, and particularly that
the true native uses and importance of this
mode of spending time have not been fully ex-
plained by some of my learned predecessors.
For want of such instructions and information,
it frequently happens that the time which we
think uscfully employed is unprofitably wasted,
and the pleasure which was, fondly expected,
ends in ill-humoured disappointment. That
Seeing Sights is a busin'css which any mar. may
undertake ; that it is a mode of diverting his
mind to which any man may have recourse who
has a pair of eyes, and can hire a post-chaise ;
appear to me to be, although very common, at
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the same time very dgngerous errors. I am,
indeed, convinced that if the lovers of novelty
will honestly confess the truth, they will con-
fess that Seeing Sights with advantage, or even
with pleasure, is not quite so easy as they
supposed when they first engaged in the pur-
suit.  And the repeated and sullen disappoint-
ments of those who make a practice of going
fo see whatever is to be ‘s'een, surely form a.
very powerful argument il favour of some re-
gulations in this important matter. Travel-
ling, in summer, we all know to be delightful, )
even if it consisted only of rapid motion from
onc place to another ; but wherr travellers wish *
to combine a little more, and %o indulge them-
selves with a view of the beauties of England
‘and Wales, it is much to be regretted that they
should return disappointed ; and, yet more,
that this disappointment should be almost en-
tirely their own fault.

The usual error which prevails o this sub-
ject is, that when we set out to sce, what is to
be secn, we thirk there is nothing more to do
thaie to fix our eyes on such ohjects as may be-

ointed out, I'graut, iud.eed, that those who
fall into this error are deceived by an opinion,
which some will think natural eﬁough ; namely,
that the cyes are given us for the purpose of
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sight ; aud that nothing more is necessary, in
order to see an object, than to direct those im-
portant organs towards it. The fact is, how-
ever, and much experience proves it, that the
eves alone are insufficicut for this purpose ; and
what they may be as well shut, if not assisted
with some %mall l)Ol’thll of understanding.

And this, I am persuaded, will be found re-
squisite in seeing all ‘those sights of which 1t is
worth while to boast, although, as to other
objects and spectacles for which no less eager-
ness is often displayed, the use of the eyes,
without any help from the understanding, may
be quite sufficient. -

I have been le4 into these remarks hy a late
visit to that celebrated seat of learning, Ox-
ford; where I had frequent opportunities to
observe in what manuer Visitors from London,
and other places, enjoy the sights with which
it abounds. The rcsult, gencrally, scemed to
be dlsappm stment, or that frigid and indiffe-
rent specms of satisfaction which can scarcc]y
form a few civil words of thanks for the pains
taken by the Cicerones of the place.  Somie, 1
am persuaded, left Oxford with no other re-
flection than that they had scen what they had
never seen beforz ; and with ne other knowledge
than that Oxford differed in some respects from
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the place whence they came. Libraries were
shown to those who never read, and por-
traits of Philosophers to those who had never
heard of their names. Buildings were de-
scribed, which created no emotion but that of
the moment ; and autiquities were pointed out
to those who were as indifférent to the past as
to the future. Yet, I must confess, discoveries
and remarks, of no common’kind, were occa-
sionally made. In the Pii':ture-gallcry some
found out their familias acquaintances amqng
philosophers and poets ;. among the Arundelian.
marbles, some were reminded of the statues at
Bagnigge Wells ; and a judgment of the Li-
braries seemed, generally, to e formed from
the dimensions of the room. In the Gardens
the clipt yews were very much admired ; the
Bowling-green of New College lost nothing by
a comparison with the most envied things of
the kind at Islington ; and the cedar screen of
Lincoln was smelt with profound venerations
The chapels frequently excited a momentary
gaze of surprize. 1 ovetheard a gentleman, in
New College, calculating how much. money
had been sunk; while his lad) laid hold with
some avidity on a pm)er-book which, she
said, was open at the Epistle for the day.

Such reflections, and such discoveries, might
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be important if they lasted ; but I was told,
they were generally forgotten in the progress
of the next stage; and, before night, little
more was remembered, than that the buildings
were numerous, and the taverns extravagant.
When imparting these remarks to a friend, in
whose hospitable mansion I took up my abode,
he assured me, that my experience in these
matters would afford me ample scope for my
lucubrations, if I ciiose to make a longer stay.
¢ But,” added he, ¢ Mr. Prosecror, this is
not the worst. If those who come to sce our
sights would be content with them, as exhibit-
ed by the servants of the respective colleges,
we, who feel a little pride in displaying them
to those who can relish them properly, might
save many a mortification. But the mischief is,
that every week, partics of these visitors are
consigned to the care of some resident gentle-
man, by a friend, or the second or third ac-
quaintance of a friend, and he is expected to
devote his time to a more particular display of
what, nine times in ten, these visitors look at
with either a foolish face of wonder, ‘o1, what
is yet more provoking, a stupid indifference,
the combination of want of knowledge and want
of taste. Our distant friends make no scruple
to give such letters of recommendation to their
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acquaintances, and arc very much offended if
we do not waste two or three days in pointing
out” what they cannot see with pleasure, or
relish with a zest. It is natural for ns to
have a degree of fondness for our sights; and
when we display them to ‘those who partake in
the enthusiasm which, local' emotion produces,
our task is, indeed, delightful. But to be ob-
liged to make the tour of our‘colleges with per-
sons so illiterate’ as not to qmderst'md what a
college was built for, ta introduce into libraries
those who have never been even in a book-
seller’s shop, and to point out the monuments
and portraits of the illustribus, ornaments of
Church and State to those wiho have never
heard of their names, and are perpetually ask-
ing who they were, is a species of punishment
which scems reserved for friendship only to
inflict ; and which seems to require more phi-
losophy to bear than is expected from the
victims of tyranny and torture.” . .
. In these sentiments 1 found that other gen-
tlemen, as well as my friend, concurred; and
I was.'the more dlsposed to enter info their
feelings, as I hat, on some occasions,, expe-
riénced similar disappointménts in pomtmg out
to country cousins the sights of the metropolis..
But, as my friend concluded his complaints
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with a request that I would take the matter
into consideration, and contrive some Prosecrt
for the relief j,of gentlemen resident at such
places as Oxford or Cambridge, 1 bave lost no
time in mtroducing the subject it this lucubra-
tion. :

There are but two ways in which the evil
may be remedied. The onc is, by the appoint-
ment, at our Universities and in-London, of
proper persons to uct as Cicerones, or, in the
vulgar phrase, as Bear-lcaders, to all visitors
who shall not bring aun attested character for
some knowledge of the sights they wish to see.
The persons te hold the office of bear-leaders,
or exhibitors, ought to be intimately acquaint-
ed with the history of every antient edifice,
church, cathedral, or other public buildings,
or object of any kind they are to show; they
ought to point out its original structure, the
changes it has undergone, and its particular
keauties or defects.  But let not those who as-
pire to be candidates for this ofhice think that
this knowledge of the subject is all that is ne-
cessary.. They must not cxpect to earr their
salaries so easily. They must besides be men
of the greatest meekness of disposition, and of
patience approaching to insensibility. They
must hear and answer questions of every mea-
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sure and degree of impcrti‘nence, stupidity, and
ignorance, with a placid and inflexible gravity
of countenance. With some thste themselves,
they must not he offended if their visitors know
not even the term; and w1th some enthusxasm
for the remains of anthul.t}, they must never

express the least wonder if they can convey no -

portion of that enthusiasm te their company.
If they describg the mum.ﬁcent plans of Car*®
dinal Wolsey, they must not be surprised if

they are asked whether he he the man in,

Shakspeare ; and wheén they are expatiatinfg
on the quadrangle of Ali Soul$, or the walks
of Christ Church, they must hear with com-
placency of the squares in St. George’s-fields,
or the quarters in Moorfields.  In a word, they
must exercise a degr(,e of p’lticnce which ex-
cludes the slightest resentment of ignorance or
impertinence, and must not even by a smile
seem to hint that their visitors are not ex-
tremely well informed, and capable of evely
delight which the beautles of art or J.dture can
mspu‘e ‘

Tlns part of my Project I propose, merely to”

relleve U'entlemen resident, in any place shere
snghts arc to be seen, from the continual morti-
fication of being obliged to show them to thosé

who can nexthcr see por feel y and whe at the
*VOL. M. Y
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same time do not wish to acquire that kind of
insensibility, which I have conditioned for in
public exhibitors. That the latter will bargain
for very handsome salaries, may naturally be
expoctcd} and that, if qualified as I have de-
scribed, they will deserve them, may, I think,
be “fairly allowed. Nor 'will there be much
difficulty in raising a fund for this purpose
from the usual sums paid for ¢ Seeing Sights.”
I would, for this purpose, remove the old wo-
men who at present are employed in certain
places, to mumble over the names of Painters
and Architects, althotigh 1 am willing to allov
that, considering the persons whom they fre-
quently address,’ there was something waggish
in the original appointment of these antient
ladies, as if a toothless exhibitor was very fit
for a tasteless spectator.

But the appointment of quict and inoffendible
Exhibitors, is only one part of my plan for re-
moving the disappointments and inconveniences
that result from seeing sights. T have another
important proposition to make, but which 1
have placed last, because I am more hopeless
of its being adopted, It consists simply in the
addition of that small portion of understanding
Which I hinted at in the beginning of this

paper; and as this may be thought to be re-
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quiring what I have no power to enforce, I
cap only convey it in the form of a recom-
mendation. I would, therefdre, advise all
those who are partial to seeing sights;’ espe-
cially at this season of the year, when they
travel great distances, and at much expence,
to consider whether “they are duly qualified to
indulge their curiosity. And this consideration
will not take up much timeg or, if it be a mat-*
ter of doubt, they may be easily resolved by
making an experiment’ on a small scale. * If, ,
for example, they can view any of the monu*
ments of antient and learned muhificence, with
no stronger and more pleasing emotion than
what is excited by a modern villa, or a public
garden, they may be assured that something is
wanting, and that, to prevent similar disap-
pointments, thev ought not to be at the trouble
of inspecting the magnificence of Oxford or
Cambridge. In going likewise to view paint-
ings or sculpture, some small kndwledge of
these arts will be’ found necessary to nake the
exhlbltlon worth the money ; and without such
knowltedge, thcy had better confine themselves
to their annual visits to Sorgerset- house, where
one half of the pleasure is to find out theirfriends
hanging on the wall, and the other half to talk*
with them sitting on .the, benches. . I, might
Y2 .
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instance other branches of knowledge which
are necessary, to enable the spectator to relish
the sights which it is fashionable to see, par-
ticularly that of books, in order to receive plea-
sure from the view of an extensive library ; but
what I have advanc‘e‘d' may be sufficient to ex-
plain my proposal, and more, perhaps, would
not enforce it. .

» It 1s necessary, however, in proposing what
to many will be found repugnant, that I sub-
join: such exceptions as may prevent any un-
necessary alarm. My scheme is not universally
requisite in secing sights; nor intended to he
so. There are yet sights which may not only
be seen, but enjoyed with the highest pleasure
of which the spectators are capable, without
any of the preparatory qualifications I have re-
commended. The purvéyors of sights have not
been inattentive to the various dispositions of
their customers, and have provided for all, ac-
cording to their degrees of comprehension.
Those who cannot enter into the spirit of a
Gothic temple, may yét be delighted, with the
dimensions of a tea-room ; and those whio can
view the works of the antient painters with in-
difference may be connoisscurs in the art of
‘chalking a fleor. There are many to whom
the treasures of the Bodleian afford no
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pleasure, who may devote half their time to the
cireulating "library ; and those who in visiting
the British Museum seem disappointed that
there are no wild beasts, may be gratified at
JExeter Change or the Tower. I observe, by
the papers, that ass-races afe again begun, and
with the addition of matches at hop-step-and-
jump. These may surely be viewed without any
of the preparations for whi(.'/h I have insisted in®
the case of rational objects. Indeed, the want
of preparation is felt in So few occasions among
the seers of sights, that I hope I shall not bé
thought unreasonable* if T insist upon it only
when such occasions present themselves. I
recommend it for the quiet of those whose hard
fate it 1s to show what is to be seen, and for
the sake of their characters who are unwilling
to confess that ¢ they have eves and see not,
cars and hear not.” I have proposed nothing
harsh or unreasonable, nor do I wish very ma-
terially to lessen the objects of curiosity. With
those who are avetse to all preparatiop, I con-
dition only for Oxford and Cambridge ; but I
Jeave them in possession of Brighton and Mar- °

»

gat_e. . o
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‘“ Vide enim quibus hominibus aures sint dedite mex.
Occasionem ririficam, si qui nunc dum hi apud me sunt,
emere de me fundum Formianum velit.”

- C1c. Epist. ad. Atticum, 1I. 14.

September 1806.

¢ TO THE AUTHOR OF THE PROJECTOR.

¢ SIR,

“1 TAKE the liberty to address this,
rather long, letter to you, because in one of
your early papers (N°XVIII.) you seemed to
have some knowledge of the subject of my com-
plaint, and made some remarks which 1 am
fully prepared to confirm by my experience.
Yet, Sir, as you have not very fully entered
into the miseries of keeping a country-house,
and of Baving a reputation for hospitality, and
perhaps may not be acquainted with all the in-
conveniences of large property and good cha-

“racter, I shall attempt to supply your deficiency
by a feithful history of my unfortunate case,
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¢« After mentioning, which may be done
very briefly, that I am a tradesman of London,
and, from having carried on a successful busi-
ness for many years, am what the world calls
«a warm man, you will not wonder that I have
for some time been in posgession of a country-
house.  This appendage of mercantile state
was not, however, altogether the consequence
of my riches or my inclination; for I am de-*
cidedly of the opinion which you expressed in
the paper above-menfioned, that London is ,
the only place for retirement, and not the most
pernicious place in Englind, for health; both
which I am ready to assert under my hand.
The truth is, that the female part of my fa-
mily, who have long considered me as a'good-
natured, well-meaning man, but rather igno-
rant of the world, insisted, by many cogent
reasons, that, without a country-house, Ishould
want one of the proofs by which my neighbours
supperted their credit and conseqlience, and
one of the means’by wl.lich health wgs defend-
ed against the fatigues of business, and the air
of Lofidon. They likewise insinuated that I
might, when I pleased, enjoy that retframent
and domestic quict about which, I often spoke
with rapture, but which the frequency of sud-*
den calls and constant, nojse rendered imprac-
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ticable in the vicinity of Fenchurch-street.
They represented the nuisance of hackney-
coaches as an increasing evil, and the rumbling
noise df carts as no longer supportable by any
common set of nerves. The cries of hucksters
in the day, and the bawling of watchmen in
the night, were enumerated among the most
intolerable of grievances; and the former was
said to be frequently attended with a misfortune
which my wife and daughters assured me was
the greatest of all afilictions ; namely, that of
not being able to hear cne’s own voiee.

““ Induced by these arguments, with which
men of my temper and in my situation know it
1s much easier to agree than to contend, and
having a hope that the scheme might eventually
sccure to myself and family one or two days
per week, of culm retreat from the cares and
pleasures of life, and consequently many op-
portunities for those reflections which bring a
man to the true state of his affairs, I deter-
mined to comply with the wishes of my fumily,
and the custom of trade. Such are the revolu-
tions of «rural property in the vicinity of the
metropolis, that I had not long to wait for what
I wanted. I soon purchased a tolerably spa-
cious house (h; courtesy of the hamnmer called
a villa) which I shall not describe, because you
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will find all its furniture, requisites, pleasure-
garden, kitchen-garden, fish-pond, paddocks,
offices attached and detached, beautiful walks,
spreading lawn, &e. &e. fully depicted m any
of the advertisements for villas, in the morning
papers. It may suffice to say that I was so
lucky as to give ample satisfaction to those who
urged me to the purchase, and,whose comfort I
had principally in view ; an.a as I meant it for,
a place of retirement, I was not very anxious
to know whether it met with the approbation
of those whom I did not wish to see it. I cane
not help remarking, hcwever, that it owed
many of its superior beautics to the eloquence
of the auctioneer.  Although it neither abutted
on the church, nor was squeezed into an alley,
I have known houses rather farther removed
from the high-road. I have known gardens
rather more productive of the choicest fruits,
and I can remember ponds that vielded a much
greater quantity of fish. This, however, isa
dlgnessxon ; and you are now to suppose me
seated ll.l my retiremént, and enjoying the
pleasures of solitude and undisturbed reflection..
¢ For the reasons alres Ldy assigned, I, dld not
think it necessary to announce my villa in
form ; but many weeks had not.elapsed beforg
it was whispered on "Change, and confidently
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believed, that Mr. Pracip had purchased a
villa; and it was at the same time‘declared to
be ¢one of the prettiest things of the kind
about* town.” Some recollected it being built
by Jackx Dasu, whose assignees sold it for
‘little more than the price of the materials:
others remembered havmg visited it in my im-
mediate predecessor s time; and all agreed that
for a man of my hoqpltable and social turn, it
was ¢ one of the cleverest things in the world,’
for, .besides other advanmtages, ‘I could, upon
a pinch, make up six or seven beds, and I had
JSamous stabling for-eight-or ten horses.’ o
¢ All this, for some time, 1 listened to with
the feelings wltich a man has when he is ad-
vised by another to do what he thinks himself
best qualified to do without any advice, and I
began to foresee that I should not be long mas-
ter of my own actions ; yet when my friends
shewed themselves so well acquainted with my
hovuse as to'compliment me on beauties and ad-
vantages which I had-not been able to discover,
I could do no less, in common courtesy, . than
to hope that I might have the honour of ex-
hibiting it to them; and as to my particular
friends, I certainly was very serious in request-
ing their occasional visits, and had a real plea-
sure in expecting them,
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¢ But, Mr. ProJector, whether it be that
there is one species of etiquette for the town,
and another for the country, and that liberties
may be taken in the parishes of Middlesex, or
Surrey, which are contrary to the rights and
privileges of the City of London, certain it is,
that I began to be visited by many of that class
of common acquaintances who never had en-
tered the doorg of my ho.lise in town, and L
verily believe were men “of more scrupulous
manners, than to have done so without a spe-
cial invitation. Hither, however, they directad |
their horses’ heads, as te a place which was to
be kept open for the recepﬁop'of every person
who cither wished to procuré an appetite, or
to get rid of one, My table was expccted to
answer all the purposes of a table d’hdte, while
my pleasure grounds afforded a decent apology
for the gratification of curiosity ; and such was
the frequency of this kind of visits, and so
numerous the guests whom I could not help
askmg to stay, that my servants were engaged
in every, service but my own, and the landlord
of tite inn began to complain of my depriving
him of his customers, and would not. be ap-
peased when told that his loss was not my gain.

¢« With such a number of umnsolicited and
unexpected visitors, jt was not long before I
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found that, instead of retirement, I had engaged
in a new business, far more perplexing than
what I had left. I had now to provide for a
company generally ‘twice as large as thy own
family, and I was obliged to stock my cellars
‘with a variety as well as a quantity of wine,
that might sct up a dealer. My mornings were
fully employed in the necessary preparations
for guests, of the number of whom I had no
intimation, and knew only from experience
that it might be lessened by rain, and increased
by sun-shine. Indeed, I will do my friends
the justice to say, they .never wished to visit
me, but when the weather was highly favour-
able for a displuy of the beauties of my pre-
mises. I frequently observed that a dry season
made a considerable difference in my consump-
tion, and that during a summer of rainy wea-
ther 1 was frequently left to doubt whether I
had a friend in the world who cared any thing
about me. .I am not, however, naturally of
an ungmteful disposition ; and for the days of
quiet and tranquillity which I then enjoyed, I
am willing to acknowledge my obligations to
sundry and very awful storms of thunder and
hghtnmg

“ While thus losing my day, I yet reckoned
upon some evenings which I might appropriate
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to myself, and had, indeed, the happiness to
enjoy a_few such during the months of June
and July, when my guests were enabled both
to partake at leisure of the good things of my
table, and return to town by day-light. I
found, however, that they were not disposed
to risk much for my suke, and did uot greacly
relish the thoughts of dark nights and robbers;
but as the autumn advanced; it became impos- «
sible for them to enjoy my’ company, and re-
turn to town on the same day, and it yvas ‘
equally impossible to conclude a pleasant morn.
irg ride without ¢ poppmg in* and ¢ eating
a bit of mutton with me.’ BeSIdes it seemed
somewhat rude to decline the tntertainment ¥
had so liberally and so constantly provided. It
was really a point of conscience to stay and
dine with me, since I had been at the trouble
to prepare for, and to expect company. How,
then, was this difficulty to be got over? Why,
Mr. ProJecToR, in few words, they threw out
so many hints wbout takmg a bed in the
countsy,” and ¢ sleepmg in the ﬁne air,” and
returm"ng to town in the mormng, ¢ after an-+
early breakfast,” that I was obliged to enlarge
my hospitable establishment, b) adding the
comforts of an INN to those of a TAVERN. .
¢ Nor was thisall. It was my misfortune, Sir,
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that some physiciaris, without, I believe, mean-
ing to do me an injury, were pleased to com-
mend the salubrity of the air, and the healthy
situation in which my house was built.” It was
the temple of Hygeia, and its happy owner
could dispense the blessings of strength and
lougevity. The consequence was, that I be-
came under the. necessity of varying my avo-
«cations, by adding to the comforts of an 1NN
and a TAVERN, the more anxious cares of an
HosPITAL ; and indeed I cannot conceal that
many of my friends, after remaining here for
four or five weeks,» have recovered so sur-
prizingly, as to bhe able to complete the cure
by going to Margate or Brighthelmstone. With
others I have perhaps not been so successful ;
but of some who died here, after a residence of
a month or two, it was said, with a view to
keep up the reputation of the house, that they
employed this remedy too late. My wife and
daughters,. too, have not been deficient in me-
dical hospitality in the case: of complaints pe-.
culiar to the sex; and I have had the fehmty of
vadding to the births of the parish, by happen-
ing to be visited by ladies who were so impru-
dent as to venture from home when ¢ they had
.ot an hour ta reckon.” I may add, likewise,
that a few christenings tended very much to
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enlarge my acquaintance, af effect which was
produced by the affectionate inquiries usual du-
ring the ‘month. There was nothing in all this,
however, which I had power to refuse ; ard the
only instance in which I shewed a small degree
of inclination to be select in my company, was
when a worthy friend‘propo’sed to send a luma-
tick here, to ¢ try what change of air would do.”
«“It 1s mdeed wonderful how many conve- .
niences and advantages my “friends have disco-
vered in this house, which they can find po-
where else. My dinners are not only more.
plentiful, but better dressed than any within
ten miles of London. My 'pczr( and madeira
are so excellent, that even the soberest of
my guests regret that a couple of bottles should
hurt any human being ; and the fruit my gar+
den produces exceeds both in quantity and fla-
vour the most favourite displays of Covent-
garden market. I have a bowling-green, which
so excels all others in smoothness, that
many gentlemen make matches on purpose to
¢ come, down and p;ay them here ;’ and it is
not maity *months since a colonel of volunteers
thought this situation so admirable for military
manceuvres, that he or rdered his regiment to
permanent duty for a week on thg common in
my neighbourhood, and I had the honour toen-
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tertain the officers ‘at my ¢ hospitable mansion,’
as they chose to call it. -
<« But, Mr. ProsecToRr, you will perceive
that -with all the satisfaction I have been so
happy as to afford to others, I have failed in
every purpose I had proposed to myself. Ihave
none of the comforts of a private gentleman,
while I am renowned as the best of landlords.
. I have even lost one opportunity which I am
sure you will not undervalue, that of showing
a proper example to my family and servants of
.regular attendance at church. I need not tell
you, Sir, that Sunday is the day of all others,
when I have principally to exercise the talents
and patience of an innkeeper. I wish, there-
fore, you would endeavour to persuade my
friends, many of whom are rcaders of the Pro-
JECTOR, and have more than once drank his
health in my best claret, to have some com-
passion on my case, and not lcave me the al-
°ternative of breaking the Sabbath, or breaking
up housekeeping. Endeavour, Sir, to persuade
them that visiting on Sunday is extremely vul-
gar, and that being seen on the roads near
Londen on that day, covered with dust, gives
occasion to many of the worst suspicions to
. which a mar, of spirit can be liable. Tell them
that persons so employing their time are sup-
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posed to be apprentlces or journeymen upon
hired horses, or persons whose circumstances
aré so -narrow or so embarrassed that they do
not find it safe to travel any other day. I.hope,
indeed, Mr. ProsEcTOR, that if you will write
a good smart paper on- this subject, it will
soon be as unfashionable to’ride out on Sundays,
as to go to Bartholomew-Fair; and perhaps
this good effect would have already taken place,,
if some of our Peaders of fAshion had not be-
come tired of genteel amusements, and lately
taken to those which are evidently borrowed
from that place of vulgar resort.

“eeTtis certainlya very hard case; that, in a land
of liberty, a man cannot be mjster of his own
time, and that every person should think he
had a right to deprive him of a part of it.
What is worse, these interrupters expect thanks
for conferring the obligation of idleness, and
breaking in upon the regularity of domestic
tranquillity. But why this should be done witl
more lmpumt) m the country than m towu,
‘and why the sacred privileges of an*English-
man’s caatellum should not extend beyond the
city of London, I,am yet to learn. I may not
peshaps be able to persuade ‘my countrymén to
be of my opinion ; but if they have enjoyed the
experience, of which I have glven you a brief

VOL. IL . oz -
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sketch, they will 2ot think much of the pri-
vilege from arrest, while the privilege from
visitors is demed.
. ¢«J] am, Sir,
¢ Your humble servant,
““ Perer PLACID.

¢ P.S. As I have written this remonstrance
more with a view to serve others than myself,
I think it necessary to add, whatever effect it
may have, that I mean at the end of this season
to quit the bustle of a.country-life, and retire
o Mincing-lane for the remainder of my days.”

THE PROJECTOR. Ne62.

¢ Inter cuncta leges et percunctabere doctos ;
Quai ratione queas traducere leniter &evum.”
HoRrAcE.

October'1806.

Oxe’ of the first instructions given to young
people is, how to behave in company. Parents
consider this as an indispensable branch of edu-
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cation, and seem, more, perhaps, of late years

than formerly, to be of opinion that it cannot

begin too soon. For this purpose, they take

much pains to inform their children of the pro-

per way of entering a room, the proper way of
remaining in it, and the proper way of going

out of it; and are pot a ‘little pleased when

they "behold their offspring pe_rforn.l those ma-

neeuvres in what they term a graceful style.,
Their first intfoduction is' an @ra of great

anxiety : it is like the first appearance of a

player on the stage, encouraged by the support

of his friends, but yet exposed to the criticism

of the publick at large. .,

Some parents, indeed, eithgr unw1lhng to
take the trouble, or conscious of their inability
to give such lessons as may accomplish the
candidate for his debu#, send their children to
dancing-schools, where they may acquire the

several steps of walking, and degrees of bow-
ing, that every movement may be in true time,
and every inflexion performed according to the
strict principles of fashionable matltematicks.
And {bese instructions, whether acquired at
home or abroad,.are intended to answer the
same important purpose, namely, to fit young
people for company. .
The only difference I can remember between~
. 220 . .
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old tlmes and the present in this respect is, that
in the former it was not thought necessary to
qualify young people for company quite'so sdon
as now. And a very good reason was assigned
for this by our grandfathers and grandmothers,
namely, that young. people should first be
taught to keep company with themselves before
they mixed with the world; and to cultivate
the love of domestic society, before they were
introduced into a premiscuous concourse of per-
sons, who had no other object for meeting than
thelr dislike of being alone, and no other wish
in parting than that thcy might meet agam
The fact was, however, for I do not wish to
conceal the pecpllantles of those times, that
the life of man was then divided into several
portions, some of which are now become obso-
lete. There was a portion, for example, which
was called youth, and which was kept sacred
as a period of probation. This has since been
mcorporated so nicely with manliood, as to ren-
der 1t 1mpossxble to say where the one ends,
and the cother begins; mor do we find any ‘per-
_sons boast much of being young untll they
are conmderably advanced in, years, when, by
marriage, intrigues, and other arduous specu-
lations, they afford a pretty strong demonstra-
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tion, that they are not arrived at the age of
discretion. *

As to the operations of the dancing-master,
they were then thought to be of much less im-
portance. It was not supposed that the most
expert of this tribe could impart more case and
gentility than might be learned by the common
powers of imitation, assisted by a small pro-
portion of good gense. I can remember to have *
heard it frequently remarked, how many per-
sons went through the world, and all its stages
of promotion, wonderfelly well, without hav-
inz made a single motion to the sound of a
fiddle. T used also to be remihded of grave
Divines, learned Lawyers, and opulent Mer-
chants, who had risen to the highest ranks of
their respective professions, without being in
the smallest degree indebted to the recommen-
dation of a dancing-master, or being able to
state the differcnce between a minuet and a
contra-dance. Some, indeed, doubted thesé
facts, not thinkig it possible that any man
could succeed by dint of head and heart, whose
legs I%d’ been neglected in his youth: and
used to question, whether, a man who, had
never been taught to carry himse.lf with a per-
pendicular propriety, could afteswards be up-«
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right in his dealings ?, But the instances to
which I allude, were so well cohﬁl:med by
living witnesses, that I had then as little doubt
of their existence, as I have now hesitation in
) recording them. As to any wonder they may
excite, it may probably wear away on more
madture consideration of ‘the subject, and on
inquiring into the lives of those who have
made the greatest figure in the world.

With respect to ‘the graces of external po-
Iiteness, it used formerly to be remarked, that
if they were not natwal, they must have an
air of constraint : and I believe there are pe.-
sons whe yet may dlstmtrulsh between the na-
tural inclinatioris and bendmgs of friendship,
and the stiff and almost rheumatic bows of ar-
tificial manners. Another opinion, while I
am upon this subject, must not be suppressed.
It was supposed that kindness of heart was the
best teacher of politeness ; that it produced an
instantanecus sympathy which rendered per-
sonal intercourse easy and delightful ; and that ,
it could not be a very proﬁtable spoculat'on to
oblige a man to do that by rule, which ‘he had
no inclination to do by nature.

It would be superﬂuous to inquire which of
these oplmons is the most Jjust, because it is
probable that the expericnce of most of my
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readers has already determined the question.
But I hope'I may be allowed to suggest, that
however soon we may think proper to prepare
young people to appear with advantage in
company, and whatever pains we may take to
attain that desirable end,” there are many very
substantial reasons why we ‘ought first to teach
them to be fit company for themselves ; or at
least teach them that bell]g alone is not the
heaviest (,alamlty that carr be inflicted on the
human race. .

In the first place, it often occurs that.wq
cannot procure company, at the very time we
want it.  Not to speak of sickness and various
disorders of the body, for which remedies are
not always at hand, nor, when at hand, always
very successful, we have to contend in this
country with a very unsocial climate, wonder-
fully perverse in spoiling engagements and
preventing meetings, although the very day
and hour have been fixed by ceremonial invitag
tions which admit of no excuse. And how
agg'n’a_vated is the misfortune, when a2 man has
no other ‘way of running from himself, but by,
running throughe the rain, the hail, or the
snow, with the additional Tisk of finding his
friends, at home indeed, but il} prepared for
social comforts, and confined by the same
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calamities which he has had the hardihood to
encounter. But, besides these occasional in-
terruptions to schemes of self-escape, there is
a particular season known by the name of Win-
ter, which excludes many of those efforts to
‘fly from one’s self, 'which are practicable at
other times, This rude season condemns many
helpless poor creatures to solitary confinement,
.without any resource than the bitter language
of vexation, and w‘lthout any hope than the
forlorn expectation, that by some miracle hours
may be shortened, and relief found on an un-
timely pillow. . . r
To be. able to contend with these difficulties
1s very rare ; and many are unwilling to try,
because it requires efforts to which they have
not been accustomed, and a previous disciphne
in which they have not been trained. Yet it
is to be accomplished with so much ease, that
the existence of the complaint may be enu-
merated among the wonders of these wonder-
ful times ; and I know no reason why so many,
are ignorant of this fa¢t, unless that they ‘have
imbibed some erroneous notions on the subject.
In order to correct these, it is merely expedient
to assure them, that a man who is alone is not
for that reason in helpless and hopeless soli-
tude; mnor is, it necessary that he should be
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abandoned to his own thoughts, who has, per-
haps, been” too much in the world to acquire
the fa.cﬁlty of thinking. In the deepest soli-
tude, the closest confinement, he may* have
access to the most entertaining companions,
companions so preferable to those who are
usually to be met with in " the common inter-
course of life, that I have often been surpnsed
when any attempt has been made to compareo
them.

Another error, connected with this, .and
fully as frequently to be met with, is the sup»
position, that all the ;plezsures of company are
to be derived only from our 'aqquaintances and
neighbours. Experience, on the other hand,
will teach us how many are the mortifications
we encounter, and what a serious price we
must often pay, for the transient bits and scraps
of comfort derived from this source ; how often
we depart from the company into which we
rushed with eagerness, neither better nor wisez;
how often we repent that we had not the re-
solut;on to stay away ; "and how many reasons
we have'to hope that we may never go again. *

Yet our dlsappomtmcnts in thesc cases are
not casily surmounted. We are in danger of
giving offence by studying our pwn happiness,
and become miserable by being faithful sub-
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Jects to the laws we'have subscribed. We sub-
mit to vexation in order to do what seems
good-natured ; and put a constraint on our-
selves, that we may appear easy and free. We
speak a great deal which we do not think, and
suppress our opinions that we may be thought
affable. We declare ourselves infinitely obliged
when we are extremely disgusted; and earnestly
wequest the future visits of those whom we
never desire to see again. We are obliged to
profess attachment where we cannot cven be-
stow esteem; and must appear very sorry to
part with thosz whom we think it a disgrace
to meet. . In a word, what Dr. Swift says of
the ambition of keeping company with the
great, may be applied to the desire for an cx-
tensive and promiscuous acquaintance: ¢ It is
first vanity, and then vexation of spirit.”

But these violations of the laws of common
sense would not occur so frequently, were we
tow and then to pass from the company of our
contemporaries to that of our ancestors, learn to
read as well as to talk, and exchange the crowd
of the drawing-room for the better’ aysorted
friends we find on the shelves of the library.
This last, indeed, is a species of friends so far
preferable in gvery useful merit, and to every
valuable purpose, that it is only wonderful that



No 62. THE PRQJEGTOR. . 347

any rational being shou]d cdmplain of the want
of .proper compamons or counsellors. They
have this distinguishing characteristic, that it
is impossible for the longest liver to exhaust
the variety of entertainment they afford, or to
put in practice half the J'ood things they sug-
gest and the good adnce they giye. So va-
rious too are their accomplnshmeuts, that every
taste may find a correspondmg companion, andg”
pass “ from grave to gay} from lively to se-
vere,” without any of those abrupt transitions
which mark the inconstant levity of super ﬁc1a]
thinkers and lax talkers. If aformation be
our ohject, it is impossible to say where it can
be found in morc abundance, and these intelli-
gent companions are such decided cnemies to
ignorance, that perhaps no person can honestly
aver he ever consulted 'them without receiving
satisfaction.
There are other «.dvantages belonging to the
kind of company now recommended, which I
‘hope will have their weight. Those who are
amblt,wus to associate “’lth their supenors may
here Be gratlﬁcd without the importunity of.
request, the interfest of hlends, or the t;mldlty
of personal introduction. They may be ad-
mitted not only into familiarity wjith the wisest,
but with the greatest characters of former times,
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view their inmost thoughts as well as their out-
ward actions, and criticise both with’a freedom
that would be dangerous in the living world.
All distinctions are indeed here levelled; and
whatever our situation, we may be admitted
into familiarity with men of every rank, and
with those who were the pride and admiration
of their times, for bravery, learning, or per-
sonal accomplishments. We may pass from
the unbending and stern morals of a Johnson,
to the polite and pliable.manners of a Chester-
field; and from the -profound thinking of
Bacon or Locke, to the gay and elegant remarks
of Addison or Steele. We may converse with
the most learned Divines, the most luminous
Historians, and the finest Poets that ever
graced the commonwealth of letters. And
while we have it thus in our power to enjoy
such company, there 1s another recommenda-
tion, which to some may be of considerable im-
portance. .We may change our companions
when we please ; and we may retire from them
without giving the least offence, or break into
their privacy without the trouble of ' ptevious
notice ;. for, although they detnand our respect-
ful attention, they 'dispense with every kind of
ceremony. .

With all thesc advantages, let it not be
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thought that the time thus employed yields no
more profit, than that spent in other company.
If the object of my lucubration had been merely
a change of associates, it might have .been
withheld without much injury. But the prin-
cipal advantage of passiug an hour or two °
among the dead is, that it qfualifies us not only
for making a, better figure among the living,
but for enjoying their conver$ation with a zest,s
of which that than can hawe no idea who has
not made the experiment. A knowledge of 'the
past is more necessary, than many are aware of,
for understanding the prcsent and preparing
for the future. By this plan likewise, those
who are inclined to talk, are ‘furnished with
something to say, which will occasionally be
found very useful and agreeable. It contributes
also to resolve doubts,: with somewhat more
to be depended on than conjecture ; it furnishes
the means of answering questions, and may
therefore, in the course of a year, save the ex+,
pence of a considerable number of blushes and
silly Jooks. And lastly, it not unfiequently
sharpeqs wit, and suggests repartec.

Before F conclude, however, it may not be
amiss to add, that in some respects the p]an I
recommend is of no use. With all my venera-
tion for it, I must in candour allo“. that it
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enables no man to shine in the ball-room, or to
win at the card-table. In conversation, the
best of the companions to whom I allude, seem
ignorant of the mode of reasoning by wagers ;
and are so far from being pleased with, or as-
" sisting the propagauon of scandal, whether
pelitical or personai, that they are inclined to
throw ridicule on the most ingenious fabrications
..of that sort; and contend so earnestly for mat-
ters of fact, that they make no allowance for
the surmises of wit, or the reports of malice.

THE PROJECTOR. Ne63.

Baewéle sv mug anpibws wepimwalelle Sac. Scrip.

November-1806.

H srrexie a few days ago to take up the
works of the learned Dr. Barrow, for a very
different purpose than that of discovering the
subject of a Projector, I met with a remark
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which I nevertheless thpught capable of afford-
ing a lucubration nearly as instructive as if I
had dedicated this month’s paper to the only
subject which seems at present to engage the
minds of the publick; I mean, the bustle of a
general election. '
That eminent Divine refnarks that, ¢ by an
usual and apposite manner of speaking, our
tenor of life is called a way ; ; our conversation,y
walking ; our ‘actions, sﬁeps ; our observing
good laws, uprightness; our transgressing of
them, tripping, faultering, falling.” ‘The
metaphor of walking, indeed,.as applied to
conduct in general, occurs so frequently in that
book which, of all others, ahounds most in
beautiful imagery, that it would be superfluous
to point out instances. And before I lighted
upon the passage just quoted from Barrow, it
had often occurred to me that a man of prolific
fancy, like Lavater, might conceive, from the
action of walking only, an opinion of the per,
sons he sees, perhaps nearly as correct as that
“mode of judging which is called Physiognomy,
and which depends on an observation of the .
features. Nor am I sure whether I have not
the great Lord Clarendon on my side in this
matter, who, in speaking of one of his per-
sonages, uses these words: ¢ He had in his
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person, in hls aspect, the appearance of a great
man, which he preserved in his gait and mo-
tion.”

Now, although it be not my present inten-
tion to press this new system upon my readers,

* I may suggest that, ‘perhaps, it has some ad-

vautages over Physiognomy. We know that
an artful man can dress his countenance in va-

- rious garbs adapted to particular occasions, and

put on a suit of smiles or frowns as he pleases.
But men in general pay so little attention to
thelv walk, that the particular motion they
have once acquired, Whether by design or acci-
dent, they seldom think it worth their while to
change. Another advantage which the Lava-
ters of Walking would perhaps have, is the vast
variety of gaits which may be observed in this
Metropolis, and which arises from the freedom
of our political constitution. Every man, what-
ever other restraints he may be under, is per-
mitted to walk as he pleases, provided.he does
not jostle Lis neighbour. This is not the case
in despolic countries, nor among a frivoious’
people. The one is confined by power, and
the other by fashion, to a certain ‘stated and
unifdrm way of walking, which distinguishes
them from other nations. And, by the bye, I

"do not know whether the freedom we enjoy in
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this and other particulars, may not be one rea-

son why our nation is less remarkable than any

other for the grandeur and regularity of its pro-

cessions; and that, if we wish to make any

thing of that kind uniformly splendid, we must
borrow the mechanical and synchronuus mo-

tions of the soldiery. -It would appear that the

legs of an Englishman are a part of his body

that will not be subJected to general rules ; and?
I have known many mer:x who are staunch.
Churchmen in head and, heart, who by the irre-

gular and extempore motions of their ‘feet

might be taken for rank Dissenters.

Although I have no design, fsom these pre-
mises, to recommend to my 6ountrymen the
example of that nation which excels in every
thing that is showy, which acts as a machine,
and as a machine may be moved in a mass by
the most trifling impulse, I cannot help think-
ing that it would be no superfluous part of edu-
cation, to learn to walk consistently and in
character; and I shall, therefore, take the
libet"fy to ‘suggest a few’hints on the different
modes of* walkmg, which I hope will not be -
found altogether d‘nproﬁtable

Of all others, the wupright walk is best in
itself, and at the same time jthe most be-,
coming in appearance. Evena dancing-maste.r

VOL. II. AA
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will agree w1th me in thls, although he and 1
may differ as to the means by which it is to be
acqulred Many of his instructions, I humbly
think, are better calculated for teaching a man
to stand still, than to make a decent progress,
*and proceed with freedom. My instructions
would be entirely’ directed to such means of
walking uprightly, as would leave the scholar
- ut perfect freedoni, and yet inspire him with
an uniform disposfﬁiorn to hold his head up in
any way through which he has to pass, or in
any society or company, in which he is required
to display his motions. For this purpose, it is
merely necessary'that he preserve the exact
perpendicular, by carefully avoiding those in-
clinations, and tendencies to give way, which
are deviations from it. Among these may be
mentioned, the looking too much on one side,
bending too much forward, and the filling. of
the breeches pockets too frequently, and with
that eager squeeze and pressing-down, which
seldom fails to make a man, stoop lower than
becomes liis character.

Another direction, not less proﬁta’ble, may.
be, to walk in a straight-forward direction..
The moment a man begins to turn, somie-
times to the right and sometimes to the wrong,

down crooked alleys, and through oblique pas-
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sages, he no longer crosses the horizon at right

angles. Hre loses his balance, and if he escapes

a fatal fall, yet stumbles so frequenily and so

awkwardly, that even his friends are ashramed

of him, and the world at large, without great
breach of charity, doubts whether he be the
upright man he pretends. " Indeed, the world

makes a pretty aceurate estimate of such mat-

ters, and few are liable to be deceived, unless,e.
for some purpose or other, they find it conve-

nient to be so. When we see a man, who

might walk uprightly if he would, yet céntis

nvally hending his hody, and ready to prostrate

himself upon the most triﬂ;ng- occasions, or,

perhaps, before the most contemptible crea-

tures, we generally consider him as one who
will very soon be crooked in all his ways, and

whom it will be very difficult to reduce to his

former state.

When we see another taking pains to get on
in the road, not by bold strokes of roguery, by
spirited efforts of- uncommon darmg, but b)
little'apd pitiful steps ; a'man in whom nothing
is equal, Ywthing consistent, except that he is-
past advice, and past shame; who, when he 1s
pressed for argument or excuse, can only burst
out in vulgar sallies of p'ission', and 1mine-,
diately return to his former ways ; we may con-

. A’AO .
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clude, that from the neglect of his parents in
early life, or some encounter with mischievous
persons, he has contracted an incurable £obble
in his, gait.

On the other side, there are men who have
such a natural aversion to the foundation of all
good walking, as'not to know, or, if they
know, to despise, the first principles thereof;

~-vho are to-day of one opinion, and to-morrow
of another, sometimes influenced by flattery,
sometimes by passion, and sometimes by drink ;
now. zealots for one opinion, and anon bigots
for sentiments diametrically opposite ; men who
in religion, politicks, and trade, fluctuate with
circumstances gver which they can have ne
controul, and opinions which they do not un-
derstand : such men, we may at once see, are
addicted to Aalting.

Some, again, there are, who, without being
absolutely ignorant of them, yet despise all
rules of upright walking, who study laws only
to evade them, acquire some knowledge of Re- .
ligion only to sneer at.it, and form acquaint-
ances only to deceive them. Their ngoticns and
actions are bounded by no prospect but that of
a gibbet ; and while they can act on this side
of that object, they think themselves safe.
With the affectation of simplicity, they are
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perfect masters of all the arts of cunning ; and
with many of the excuses of poverty, study
nothing but the accumulation of wealth. These
may be known by a shambling gait; and not-
withstanding their supposed caution, and fre-
quent use of the crutches®of legal quibbling
and prevarication, meet with more dangerous
falls than any other description of walkerss
Indeed, they delight so mych in flaws and un-
evenness, that one cannot wonder at the many
tumbles they meet with, nor at the l'mgh
which the by-standers mdulg'e when they see
them tumble headlong in the yery act of en-
deavouring to trip up the heels of another. The
only wonder is, that they ever get up again,
considering that the pits into which they fall,
are tbe identical ones which they have dug for
their neighbours. Some of them, however,
make a shift to recover, while others suffer so
much as to be confined for life, or obliged tp
try what effect the climate of New South Wales
may Pproduce on their ccastitutions. °

Thé::e s a very considerable class of Walkers,,
who are régardless of the way, and seem to
have very confused notions’ both of timé and
distance. They are to be seen, sometimes
walkmg slower than is necessary, sometimes
runping faster than their* health will permit;
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and sometimes leaping or hopping, as the
frolick seizes them. Thcey are supposed to have
some defect in their sight, as they cannot see
far before them, and run headlong upon every
.thing hurtful. They are, therefore, easily
misled ; and unfortunately, in great towns
especially, there are always some persons who
Jake delight in misleading them. They bave,
‘likewise, this peculiarity in their walking, that
their feet have a sort of habitual tendency to
cany them into any house rather than their
own. They may be seen constantly stepping
into taverns and bagnios, where they trip and
fall upon one mischievous object or another,
without the least foresight or apprehension.
Such men, who are generally of the younger
sort, cannot with much propriety be said to
walk, as their motion more closely resembles
reeling.
Therc is another class, not wholly uncon-
nested with the former, whose only object is
quickness of motion, and to reach their’
_journey’s end by rapid strides. They care little
about the forms of walking, or the uprightness
of motion suggested above. All their desire is,
to go over a certain course in the shortest pos-
‘sible time. In order to perform this, they
disencvmber themselves of every thing that can
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add to their weight, ag common sense, reflec-
tion, the relative duties, and particularly the
metals of gold and silver, which are reckoned
the heaviest. They derive the most enlivening’
encoux;agement from moving in great numbers,
cheering one another, with noise, and not only
starting fair, but .moving on in as equal a pace
as if they moved to musick.,» Such is the raz
pidity of their *career, that*if any drop by the
way, they are left there, the remainder having:
neither time nor inclination to attend to them ;
and often, indeed, are aisposed to laugh at the
fallen for their presumption in endeavounng to
keep pace with them. The names of many of
these expeditious persons who do not contend
who shall walk most uprightly, but who shall
walk most swiftly, may be frequently seen in
a publication intituled ¢ The London Gazette,”

I shall mention one other class, likewise re-
lated to the two former, that of men who walk
so straight, and carry their heads 50 hlgh as to
pass-for ypright, althoygh they have in fact a
wondel;ful tendency to move in another direc-,
tion; and Would have moved in another direc-
tion, if by some accident they had not bot a
twist upwards. From some cireumstances in
their history, and partlcularly from a toss of
Jerkcmg motion of the héad'on'certam occasions,
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they have been called upstarts ; and the reason
of their holding up so firmly as rather to incline
backwards than forwards, is said to be, that
they 6rigina]ly held their heads as low as they
could cousistently with life ; and having heen,
as already hinted, enabled to rise, they rose
with an elastic hounce or spring, which gave
their shape a diraction towards the other ex-
treme. Their gatt, however; is not very
graceful, and they soon swell so immoderately,
as to impede free breathing. It has even been
found that they cannot breathe where and in
what manner 'they formerly did. From their
peculiar motions, their distance of aspect,
their carrying their heads so high as not to be
able sometimes to see their nearest relations or
their oldest acquaintances, and particularly
from their lofty language, the language of one,
who,
.  Like a tall bully, rears his head, and lies,”

they may be considered as walking upon stilts.
It would be unnecessary to expatiate on the
dangers of a mode of walking wkich every
schoolboy understands ; and it is certain that no
falls are more fatal than what the class I have
now described ‘meet with. They are generally
so_ bruised and defacedl as to lose all their for-
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mer appearance ; and, at is lamentable to add,
meet with less pity than those who have had
the misfortune to fall from a much less height.

Although the affairs of the political ‘world
seldom are the subjects of my Projections, yat
I cannot conclude vuthuut. remarking, in re-
ference to the great business which has engaged
the minds of the nation for the last month, that
even. in the wicissitudes of* a general electlon,
the benefits of upright \\Aalking may be very
clearly demonstrated, although to some gentle-
wen, perhaps, very expenswel) At the sanfe
time, I must own ‘that when I have been ‘
perusing the addresses of m:_m:\; of the candi-
dates, and beholding certain of the practices
employed on this great occasion, it occurred to
me that I might introduce those gentlemen
with no great impropriety in this paper, not as
men walking uprightly, or straight forward,
but as creeping on all fours.

In a dissertation on Walking, the interests
of sthe fair sex must not be overlooked. Per-
haps * b(m.\e of them mav be vir tually included i in
one or other of the classes above- mu\tloned
but in whatever w ay they think pr oper to
walk, it behoves them to consider that the cir-
cumspection mentioned in ‘my notto, is of more
int,lport:moe to them thaa to the other sex, 1shall
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not, however, cnla'rge upon the subject,. which
I hope it is sufficient only to hint at.  Long
expex:iencc must have taught them the conse-
quence of one false step : and 1 trust that no
more encouragementwill be given to the race
of female philosophers, who a few years ago,
both by theory and practice, endeavoured to
persuade their sex, that false steps were true
ones ; and that they did not deserve - the name,
until they had forfeited the character of women.
But amidst all these peripatetic precepts, it
may be asked, how do we ProjecTors walk ;
we who are such observant criticks on the gz;it
of others, and take upon us to regulate modes
and forms ? For myself, who have long had
the honour to address a numerous -class of
readers, I can only say, that if their opinions
and mine should coincide upon these topicks,
and if thev should comprehend my drift, and
approve my hints, we shall be at no loss to
ascertain the nature of our mqtion ; for it must
follow of course that wrrs Jrmp. -
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“

Nothing plcascth but rare accidents.”
SHAKSPEALE.

Decemlber 1806 .

H avixe made an appomtment a few daysago
to meect a friend at a coﬁ'ee-house much fre-
quented by able and sagaqous 1)011t1c1ans, I
was compelled for some time to listen’to a very
warm altercation on the presént state of the
war, during which one of the disputants retired
to a corner of the room, and called for the
map. This emphatical order being obeyed, he
gravely pulled out his spectacles, spread the
map on a long table, aud continued examining
a particular spot for above half ai hour, after
wlach he triumf)ln'llltly returned tee his com-
pamdns, map in hand, pomted out the exact

OCCUPIL(]

post whieh the pegiment of —
when it was surprized ; and defied hiss anta-
gonists to refute the opinions he had been ad-
vancing respecting the general *conduct of the
battle. All this,,the. inspection of the map,
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and the exclamations on his success. with the
silence of his antugonists, convinced me tnat
the genuine breed of the QuipNuNcs was not
extinct ; and, upon inquiry, I found that this
worthy representative of the family, like his
gre. © predecessor, chad been an Upholsterer;
but i. interfering too much with t' ¢ affairs of
the Condnuent during the last wai, had injured
his business so much, that he had now no
other employment than to watch the arrival of
the Hamburgh mail, and to discuss its con-
tents. And such was his industry in matters
of this kind, that a few old friends were gléd
to supply im with the decent necessaries of
life, and defray his coffee-house and tavern ex-
pences, in consideration of his saving them the
trouble of consulting Gazetteers, and examining
maps, and of his occasionally supplying them
with a happy conjecture or surmise, from
which they might derive some credit in other
pfacns.

Curiosity is so firmly tmplanted in some mien,
that it would be vain to expect it shovld yield
to considerations which others may' think of
greater moment. A man who has an eager
appetite for news knows no happiness equal to
the gratification of it; and we are not to won-
der that the race of Newsmongers should in-
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crease, when we find the vehicles of intelli-
gence not.only multiplied both in town and
country; but a kind of news introduced in their
columns, which, until of late years, was never
thought to merit public attention. It is during
a war only, however, that a genuine Quidnunc
can be said te live ;.in pehce he drags on an
uncomfortable existence, because such has been
the character of our late wars, that nothing
will gratify his appetite bt great and tremen;
dous events, violent revolutions, and concus-
sions of the body politic, and the rise and fall
of whole nations. .

If the gratnﬁcatlon, how -evep, which Quid-
nuncs enjoy be attentively observed, it will be
found to resolve itself, in most cases, into the
indulgence of mere curiosity, without adminis-
tering to any useful purpose, and without ex-
citing any of the feclings which ought to ac-
company the vicissitudes of war, or the more
calm progress of peace. The moment it is
ascertained when, a battle was fought, where
it i\"a.s fought, between whom, who were the
victors, and how many were killed or captured
on each side, the battle has done its duty.
The Quidnunc derives no more from it, and
thinks no more about it, except Yhat he has an
expectation that onc battle may lead to another;
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and that, if this has been too insignificant to
fill up conversation for a day,"the next mail
may bring intelligence better worth* talking
about,

I hope these gentlemen will excuse me, if 1
hint that there is soniething very unreasonable
in this continued appetite for great news, and
in the opinion they seem to bave adopted, that
great events ought*to happen every day. It is
true, indeed, that of late years they have been
spoiled by too much indulgence, and the two
hundred battles fought in the course of the last
war, with the Juxurious additions made by the
present, have so worrupted their taste, as to
make them lose all relish for what is simple and
natural, and delight only in what is mysterious
and monstrous. It is certain that they seem
very much mortificd at the arrival of a barren
mail, and seem to bestow very little attention
on any engagement so compact that the num-
bers lost mav be easily counted, and the conse-
queiices readily estimated. The impatience too
for fresh fiews grows so unreasonable, that I

s and

am assured their murmurs against winc
tides are sometimes not a litde impious; and
that they are apt to consider an adverse wind
as a thing ordained merely to prevent the arri-

val of the foreign papers ; and can conceive no
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consequence of a storm at sea so deplonble as
the sinking of “the dlspatches.

The misery, indeed, of this class of men, in
a dearth of news, cannot be exceeded ; they are
like industrious artificers thrown out of employ-
ment, or like men commanded to work without
tools or matertals ; and the’expedients they ze-
sort «to in such e¢alamitous times, afford but
little relief. Of these, reports are the mosg
common, but reports require some ingenuity ;
and it is well known that the powers of narra-
tion are greater than these of invention. Thou-
sapds can read a battle w1§h tolesable propriety;
but to bring two armies to a ‘clase engagement
at the moment it is physically.impossible they
can meet, or, to describe a battle between troops
that have not yet been raised, requires talents
that are not often to be met with in coffee-
houses. Persons, who live on the sea-coast,
have made a profitable trade of sending up to
town ““a continued firing,” or a ¢ bluze seen
by night ;”” and a.few of our ingenious Quid-
nun'c's.have sometimes been able to ' maunufac-
ture these into an engagement, or a town takens
hy storm s’ but the materials are so flimsy that
théy seldom last above a da)'f, and, of late, have
not been thought worth the, carrijge.
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There is one advantage annexed to the events
of fiction which frequently recommends them,
and is, no doubt, the principal reason why our
Quidnuncs have recourse to a kind of intelli-
gence which cannot be true. In manufacturing
the events of war in the closet, the artist has it
in his power to decide the battleon whichever
side he pleases; and as he.may encounter a
biother inventor wbose interest it 1s to reverse
the fate of the day, this gives rise to an ani-
mated debate, in which the combatants have
an opportunity to display great skill in raising
an army, mdrching it to the most convenient
positions, and.tefminating a campaign with
great glory and siccess ; or, if their forces are
so equal, and the skill of their generals, and
the advantages of the ground, be so much on
a par, that victory hovers over the hostile ar-
mies, perplexed into what scale she shall throw
her favours, a bet decides the point at once;
and the disputants become now sincerely de-
sirous that an engagement .may have ta.ken
place, not that right may conquer, and oppres-
sion cease, but that the wine may e drank,
and the haunch devoured. ¢

This mode of deciding debates, however, 'is
chicfly practisefl among those who are not much
acquainted with any other kind of argument,
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and who find it easier i«? venture half a crown,
than to give a reason. This produces, at least,
one effect in their favour ; ; it silences their op-
ponent, for it is lamentable to think, that there
are Quidnuncs who can argue with wonderful
acuteness on the probability of a battle, and
can trace a retreat or advance with wonderful
preclsnon, that have yet no property to embark
in the good cause, and who must allow the
affairs of Europe to stand still, if there were ne
other way of settling them than by a wager. |
Yet, notwithstanding the misery of Quid-
nuncs in a dearth of news, I cannot altogether
contemplate them as objects ofs pity.. Most of -
them have left honest employments, in order
to place themselves in Courts and Camps ; and
there could be no great harm if at the close of
a campaign, they returned to mind their shops
and families. I can see no reason why the
nations of the earth should be obliged to con-
tinue war, merely that they may be supghed
with a daily allewance of bloodshed and
latnon 'With the utniost submission to those
gentlemén, I canmot think it would be worse
for the world at'large, if we did not bear of a
battle for a whole month ; and some per-aous,
I know, are so much of this way of thinking,
as to declare tbat they would not be - sorry if
YOL. I, BB

€80~
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the time were to oomie, when ‘ nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither shalt
they learn war any more.”

I am aware, indeed, that such a state of
things would have very melancholy effects upon
the more luxurious Quidnune¢s, who delight
only in rare and uncommon events. There is
no saying to what a state of languor and-low
sprits men might be reduced, whose minds
have been accustomid to this species of robust
_exercise, who are perpetually on the march, or
in.the field of battle ; and whe contemplate a
desolating ard inhuman tyrant with as much
satisfaction, as a patriot hero expiring in the
armhs of victory. Perhaps it might be recorded
of such in our Obituaries, that they died ¢ of
a dearth of news,” or were ¢ starved by the
want of foreign mails.”  Yet I am hopeful that
the more moderate among them might in time
bring back their appetites to simpler food.
They might, for example, fiud considerable
enjoyment in equinoxial sterms, or derive somc
comfort from a few shocks of an earthquake,
repeated at proper -intervals. A terfibke fire,
too, or -a bloody murder, are things of which
they mlght partake with as much edification,
as the defeat »f ar avmy, or the taking ai
wland ; since it is very certain they display as
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much feeling, at the réport of one as of the
other In fact, if events such as have lately
happened at home, or abroad, are of no more
use than as affording the conversation: of the
day, it seems to be of little consequence what
substitutes we may find, provxded they will an-
swer the same purpose And although a
thorough-bred Quidnunc aﬁ'ects to despise any
thmg short of war, I can assure him he @e-
ceives hlmself and I hzve, within these fesy
weeks, discovered some of his brethren greedily,
devouring the vicissitades of the generai elgc-
tion, and even sacrificing the *¢ bulletins of
the grand army,” to the speeches at Brentford'
and Covent garden. Some, who have ‘ex-
pressed great dissatisfaction at the non-arrival
of the Hamburgh mail, have found consolation
in the ¢ state of this day’s poll;” and have
calculated upon the numbers that have not yet
voted, with as much tranquillity and precision,
as they estimated the thousands that foug.ht' at
Jeuna, or were nrassacred at Lnbeck

A, géneral election, it is true, cannot Iast
longys nbr does it often .occur; but it is
instance, “with ofhers that might be mentioned,
to shew that substitutes may be found even
if the destroyer of human.happmess were fo be
cut off, and the mischief he has done repau-gd,

. ’ B'B 2
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It shews that Quidnincs might exist, although
wars should cease; and their general want of
discrimination in the choice of events affords a
strong presumption that they might live very
comfortably on much more slender diet than at
present thev think necessary. Itis, no doubt,
with this benevolent view’, that their oracles,
the daily historians, relate so inany events that
were tormerly thought less worthy of public
gttention. A good clise of ¢rim. con. eked out
with puns and epigrams; may be made to last
a weék; and an elopenfent will often he de-
scribed with mbre effect than the march of an
‘armyv.  Duaels, too, if they were not so often
intérrupted by the babbling of the parties and
the officious interference of magistrates, might
afford to some as much real satisfaction as the
sinking of a flect ; and, in general, bave been
found more beneficial to the publick. As to
ladies routs, and other amusements of high life,
thev now form the most brilliant and luminous
passages in the writings of the said historiaps,
although some criticks are apt to complaiv of a
want of variety in their details, and ‘to’think
that norre but a gardener or a lamplighter can
delight in the same exhibition of pines and
peaches, of glass globes and festooned lights,
of chalked floors, and horse-shoe tables.
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Other substitutes might¢ no doubt be disco-
vered, to prevent our Quidnuncs from that eager
desire for great and grand events, of which they
make so little use as never to be satisfie Bat
there is an objection which may be made to what
I have already propmed and wluch I shall not
couceal. Tlere is bne class of Quidrunds to
whom the substitutes now mentioned would be.
of no use. I mean to th;-: Croakers, who ase
never happy unless completely dissatisfied, amd
never relish any news that is not an accom-,
plishment of their disinal prophecies. “Some
of these have been ohseryed to descant upon the
success of the cnemy’s a,rms swvith 2 glowing
warmth, that spoke plainly from w hunce theu
satisfaction was derived, what kind of news
would best plc ise them, and to what reports
they would give a decided preference. To such
men, if we do not wish to break their hearts,
I believe we must vet leave war and all its de-
sirable horrors. Having early accustomed tl}em-
selyes to find fault and to he discontented,
having formed deas of changes that are cither
ymprattitable, or would befoolish if thev were
made, they feed” upon the_errors of ]udément
and upon unavoidable calamlm‘s with equel
dppetite, and think themsslves aviseand happy
because others are im]13'u(.lcllt and miser.able. .
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To this class of Quidnuncs, I cannot address
myself with much hope of success. * It is cer-
tainly not in the power of any thing that can
be said, to reconcile them to a different temper,
because there are no principles in common with
them and with men of an opposite disposition.
Yet, although nothing can be said, something,
.I apprehend, 'may be done, to cure this class
of their taste for misery, and their despair of
their country. Nay, the cure has actually been
perfarmed, in some cases, in a mauner as sud-
den as miraculous. By what means it is usually
effected, authors differ; but I have knownra
man who had ii\_féd many years upon the ca-
lamities of his country, and exalted them to
the highest pitch in his imagination and in his
talk, who very suddenly found that he had
been mistaken, that every thing was right,
every thing in a prosperous situation, and ex-
actly as it should be. And when I inquired
how so happy a change came to pass, it was
whispered, in my ear, that Aé¢ had got what he
wanted, an expression ‘of such a doubtful na-
ture, that I shall leave it to the considération
of my, readers, remarking oniy, that this per-
son seems to have been so very fortunate as to
know what he svanted.
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December 1807 .

| e leave, to present my readers with the
following articles from # basket of game sent
to the Projector on this festive occasion :

. - % Assay Office.
‘¢ Mr. PROJECTOR, . .
¢ As those beautifdl examples ofhu-
man folly and fraud, the contested elections,
are now over, I hope you can spare me a page
for subjects of another description, and at pre-
sent for one which, as it is to be taken into
consideration next session, demands to be can-
vassed in the interim, by any person, and every
person conversant with the subject. ' .
« ¢ Thte important cuncern to which Lallude, is
the present state of our cuyrrent coin, or monases,
which I need scarcely tell you is very, genemlly
complained of : Boulton " has very ingeniously
relieved us in the case of penny and two—penny
pieces, as well as half-penmqs aud fartbmge ;
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but as to the more valuable monjes, I think I
can soon convince you, that it is ot in the
power of that able artist to afford the necessary
relief, «

¢ And first, Sir, let me remark, that of all
our monies, MaTtrimony has of late been most
debased. The adulteratious of thiis coin have
been uncommonly frequent, as has been proved
upsin oath in various courts of law, and to such
a degree, that very Ettle of the original and
beautxful impression 1s left, or to be found,
unless'm the cabinets of ;a few private persons.
The letters round the head are so obliterated,
“hat you ran w.iFh' great difficuddty make out
what the impression was. In some instances
exhibited about a year ago, in Westminster-
hall, the only letters that could be made out
were H. O. R. N. S. which certain connotsseurs
take to be the initials of some inscription now
defaced, but which others think to have been
the. designati(m of the party in whose hands the
coin was mutxlatc.d Of this; however, I do
not preteud to give any dpinion. On the. re-
verse, the female figure, originally so béautiful
as to be. the envy of every artist, 18 in general
so deformed as to give one the idea of a com-
mon trull : the shield is not visible, and the"
drapery is almost worn out. Some think these
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debasements of this once valuable money have
been effected by the Jews: but I am more in-
clined té believe, that it is owing to its having
been exported so often to foreign countries,
from which, it may be observed our coin re-
turns in a very mutilated state. I have known
some instances, in which a trial has.been matle,
before the proper judges, of some of this coin ;
and although [eputcd very valuable when fifgt
tried, it has, in a little ttme, dwindled to ne
more than the worth of, a sevenshilling-piece.

“ As these facts, My. ProJECTOR, are'vegy
well ascertained, and. haye been dmply proved
by every person who happenéd. to want change,
I trust I need say no more to recommend the
matter to the consideration of our legislators.
I am sorry to add, that there has hitherto been
a disinclination to consider this subject in its
proper light ; and more sorry still am I to add,
what has been whispered to me as the rea-
son, that there are among that wery miscel-
laneous body, our legislators, some per;ons
suspected of adulteratibg this coin themselves.
Certain it is, that from the ldno'uage and art
guments sometimes made use of, they appear
to me both clippers and coiners, and that they
Kave little value for what.is left among us of
the sterling sort.
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¢ Another coin that wants amendment in this
country is PArsiMony. Of all the money we
deal in, I know none so mean and so base as
this ; it circulates very little, however, being
mostly confined to coffers and private hoards.
‘'Old people are very curious in collecting it,
but are not observed to carry any with them
. when they go to make up their accounts—on
which occasion the whole is called in, and re-
coined under the natae of—

 PaTRIMONY, which-has generally a very ra-
pid circulation for a while ; and so careless are
they who possess it, that they drop it by
pocketfuls in taverns, and clubs, and stables,
and even upon the green turf at Newmarket
and other places where they happen to take a
ride. The consequence is, that notwithstand-
ing repeated coinings of this money, to the
amount of ten, fifteen, twenty, or even thirty
thousand pounds a year, the whole disappears
if a very short time, to the general detriment

of the nation, and to the particular loss,, and .
frequently ruin, of a great many very tndus-
frious tradesmen. * .

““SANCTIMONY is another money which of late
years has not been very common, and indeed
has been 4 goed deal, but very unjustly, cried
down, upofi account of its being so frequently
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counterfeited. . But this surely is no proper
regson. - If the original were not valuable, we
should hot see so many counterfeits; the num-
ber of the latter ought to be considered as a
complimcnt to the former. Be this as it may,
it 1s generally thought there was formerly a
good deal more of this coin in the kingdom
than at present; *but I am more inclined to be
of opinion, that we have,a great quantity “yet
in circulation, only those® who possess it wish
to avoid ostentation in displaying their purses,
and thus it is suspected not to exist. 1 look
wpon it to be a most.beautiful and valuable
coin; and what particularly' fe.lﬂlances(its value’
is, that it will pass in that country, where’ no
other kind of money has the smallest currency.
I could wish, therefore, that our Parliament
would take some steps to promote the circula-
tion of this; we do not want a new coinage,
for the die that was cast eighteen hundred and
seven years ago, is as fresh and as valuabl¢ as
ever; and the 1mpressnon strong, .hvely, and "
perfeutly visible to common eyes.

¢ { have only one kintl of money more to
speak of, and that is Acrimony. F do not,
however, mean to recommend that this shall
be improved or increased : it «s altogether wo
radically bad, thg metgl. so base, the .lettel;s 0
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vulgar, and the figure cut in sq mean a style,
that I would propose the whole to be called in,
and re-issued (if possible, which I very much
doubt,) in another form. The quantity of this
money in cnculdtmn has been enormous for
the last fifteen years ; "it came about that time
from France, in return for sohe American
goods we had made over to them; and it has
siice been the su;u(.e of perpetual disputes
among individuals ard families. Nobody will
. take it without a deal of wrangling; and yet
everybody is for issuing 1t on the most trivial
occasions. It was lately in very general circe-
* lation, and some gentlemen affect to have se-
cured their elections by it; a thing not im-
probable, as brass and base metal are very
common on such occasions among the lower
classes. I wish I could add, that there 1s no
circulation of this money among politicians of
the higher order, controversisl divines, able
lawyers, and. very profound scholars; but the
truth is, it is too commonly rssued from quar-
ters in which we would not expect it ‘could be
found. I am hopaful ho“uer, that “when
the leg'lslature is at leisure to attend to the
state of coin in gencral we shall see AckI-
MONY disappea‘.r; and that the other kinds of
mouey I have .enumerated, ‘will be restored to
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the proper standard and weight, for the bene-
fit of all rdnks in the community, who wish to
be rich and happy at the same time.

I am, Mr. ProsecTor, Yours, &ec.
. “OvLp Simon.”

D

“ MR. PROJECTOR, .

«“] kyow no more frequent cause “of
regret, than that the circmthstances upon which
we are apt to value.ourselves are the post |
Liable to abuse, and tb be turned into ihcon-
veniencies.  We naturally, forexample, pride
oursclves on living in an age of refinement,
and on being more polishe(i, more civil, dnd
more qualified for the intercourse of social life,
than our ancestors.  Now, Sir, granting that
all this s true, is it not shocking that all this
should at the same time be a fit subject for la-
mentation > For wy own part, 1 heartily wish
that those persons, or personages, who have
intrpduced such a*degree of politeness, had kept
it allsto themselves. Alas! woeful experience
proved that it has descended to our manufad-
tories, our w.m-imuses apd our shops., and
the consequence s, that l)usmess is retarded
and neglected, without our ha\mg it in oyr
power to compluin.
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“1 can well remember how different the
case was in my younger days. The roughness
and rudeness of the people then was hlghly fa-
vourakle to trade and passion. Then I could
rate and scold a man, and he make me answers
little short of the polfteness of a fishwoman: I
could touch.his prid'e, and by a few well-timed
and most abusive epithets, which are now be-
cotne obsolete, get my business done in a trice.
The man would gruemble and growl out a few
oaths, pretend that he did not understand such
lapguage, that he was a reputable housekeeper,
paid scot and lot, and had served parish offices
—but still the. business was done, and a per-
son in my sitnation never needed carry out a
quantity of fury and indignation without find-
ing a vent for it. But now—it is—¢ Dear
Sir, I am so exceeding sorry that little affair of
yours (little affair, think of that!) is not quite
ready, but really the materials are not come
heme—— or my men have had a howel com-
plamt-—or the weather has been so unfavour-
able to our business—and knowing, Sir, your
&oodness and indulgence ; but you mdy depend
on it. .Here ! John, Thomas, Richard ! be
sure Mr. Fidget's Job be done out of hand im-
mediately, . -and, put. by that other—exceeding
sorry, indeed, Mr. Fidget—but to-morrow, or



Ne 65. THE PROJECTQR . 388

Thursday at farthest—am quite ashamed you
had the trouble to call-—gwe me leave, Sir—
our passage is rather dark —take care of the
step—am very much obliged to you, I am sure,
Mr. Fidget, for your orders at all times—you
are one of my best frlends—your most humble
servant, Sir—-to-morrow, “or Thursday, you
may depend on having it home —give me leave
—T’ll open the door—Sir,.'your very humble
servant !’

¢ Now, Sir, what can a man say to all this ?
Can I write to my corregpondent in the country,
and tell him that I dared not scold the person
employed on his business, "because .he is so
civit? Yet I cannot avoid g'i'ving vent to my
passion through the medium of your paper;
and I hope some of your correspondents will
take the matter in high dudgeon. I am not
without some hope, likewise, that when, if
ever, we have a pecace, our tradesmen may have
employment enough to make them saucy ; an
which case, a little impertinence now and then
will grezitly tend to nake employers and cus-
tomers understand one another, and afford
much satisfaction to, ‘ . .

““Yours, &ec. FerpIiNanDO FiDGET.

* ¢“P.S. I beg that what I have said of th.e
growing civility of manufactusersy workmen,
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shop-keepers, &ec. anay not be supposed to al-
lude, in any degree, to gentlemen in the pub-

‘))

lic offices !

¢ TO THE AUTHOR OF THE PROJECTOR.

¢ SIR,

¢ Havixe been for many years a fre-
quenter of public places, and by virtue of my
rank in life, admitted to all the most fashion-
able"circles, I have had sundry and excellent
opportunities to study the whole theory and
practice of frigrhts and fears; and I have,
therefore, no hesitation at all in pronouncing,
that most accidents are occasioned—muot by
pickpockets—nor by fire— nor by water—but
sulely by scREAMING. — Your readers may ex-
claim pooh! and pish! at this opinion, but I
trust thev will at the same time permit me to

usplam m\sulf
“ :Su'eammg 1s a gcutt.cl’ accomplishment
usually l)muoht forwatd in all casds where
tlicre is 70 d.mggr,. and generally ast.uefully
supprcss(,d where there is.— Now, Sir, I should
have no objection whatever to screaming, if it
were put uader, due. regulations. 1 am aware
thiat to scream prettily is part of the cducation
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of every young lady of Jfashion : but, althnugh
it is taug‘llt at school along with other species
of musick, Lam afraid that the theory and prac-
tice of it is very ill understood in some of our
genteel seminaries, .

¢ The general routine of | teaching the art of
screaming is to givé Miss a few ’c]cmcutzfry
lessons with a spiider, or a_ father-lorg-legs,
placed, first on her arm, awd next, it she caa
go through that lesson witlfout a pretty squall,
the creeping intruder is.placed on her bospm,
although it is well known that a spider "had
rather sce a blue bottle, than all ‘the bosoms
of an Opera-bencfit.  But this Ly the bye. As
soon as the pupil is perfect in the spider and
Jather-longYegs, she is to be taught to sercam
at a mouse ; and here there are several grada-
tions, for which I believe, our governesses ge-
nerally make an extra charge.

“ From these lessons they are taught to
advance pretty rapidly to the highest notes oft
.the scale of screaming (which, like our modern
pianos, ha's got additional keys) ; and they learn
at the sanie time (if their parants choos..c to go®
to the expence) the sostenuto, the crescgndo,
the swell, and all the other graces of exclama-
tidn, accompanicd with the usual prayers of;

OL! I—d; Good G—d: helpy 'murder.;
VOL. 1I., c'c.
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fire, &ec. all which produce, I will do them

the justice to say, a very finc effect in genteel
company ; overturning tables and chairs, spill-
ing boxlmg water, bruising the lap-dog or cat,
and perhaps throwing a lighted candle on the
train of a muslin gawn : the father swears, the
mother faints, the daughters are in fits, and
the company jump about; and in a few mi-
nutes it is unanimously agreod, that there
was nothing the matter, but they were so
Srightened ! ’

¢ <« Now, Sir, in all this system of education,
genteel and useful as it is, there are some small
defects. * The pupil unfortunately is not taught
the proper occasions when to scream, and when
to sit quiet, nor how elegant outcries should
be managed so as to produce only elegant mis-
chief, awkward mistakes, and dress-disordering
disclosures of the dear me! and bless me!
kind ; und other little rumplings and rampusses
which have' a tendency to draw people’s atten-
tion, and make one be talked of. .

*“ [ would, therefore, Sir, recommend it to
those Governesses "who teach frights by the
quarter, to consider whether it may not be
possible to reduce the scicuce of screaming to
-ome decent regulations : for example, to teach
their pupils that an ear-wig may be killed
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without ringing the family' tocsin, and that a
mouse may be caught without a posse comita-
tus of ushers, teachers, nurses, and servants
roused from vheir four-pair-of-stairs beds, and
armed with flat candlestichs, pokers, and pew-
ter pots. th(‘} may also, avhile thev prescrve
the prnl]ewe of screaming in full force, hint
to their pupils, that it w ou]d be as well, if °
violent outcrits, and sentimental timidities,
were confined to domestic circles, or ladies”
routs at farthest.  Amédng friends such things
are very becoming, and added to the equally
genteel accomplishment of fits, faintings, &e.
give a grace, and a Je ne sedi quo'i 10 tbe
young votaries of artificial manners. But in
public places, where there are always a great
many of that class whom noborly knows, there
is less room for the display of graceful timidity;
and the scream, or even a chorus of screams, has
too much the appearance of what passes &moncr
the vulgar, when they see a man just going to
‘be hanged, or to leap out of a window, or fall
from a scaffold, or any of those things which |
are perforined without an atttdtion to the laws
of gtiqucfte, the music of .the voice, omr the
graces of attitude. . .
B beg, however, that ih thés endeavour-,
ing to limit the pl;actic;.: of scrﬁumif)g, I may
cc 2 .
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not he thought to arguc against t'hat genteel
cowardice and beautiful timidity, those eap-
tivating fears, and interesting alarms, which
have‘long been the privilege of well-bred per-
sons. I would not for the world strip them of
such terrors as crpate a pleasing variety in
the display of beauty, which are ingeniously
taught at schools, and encouraged by the per-
usal of novels containing longegalleries, blue
lights, dark c¢hamlbers, deep dungeons, and
ghastly spectres. 1 argue against nothing of
the kind, from a shrick to a convulsion, that
can be practised wish eclat in company, xnd
graced By the ‘nsual accompaniments of chalked
floors, and variegated lamps, displayed in fes-
toons with infinite taste, and glimmering among
evergreens.  All I contend for is, that where
there is real danger, they will sit still, and re-
serve the scream, the shriek, and the higher
octaves of exclamation, for the amusement of
confidential parties, where the sudden shutting
of a dopr, the falling of ‘a screen, or, other
such elegant timidities, may be worked up into
a fit, hgightened: Ity vociferation, and décorated
with,all the attitudes of the Grecian costume.

‘I am, Sir, yours, &c. .

“ A Qurer SovuL.’
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‘¢ MR. PROJECTOR,

THERE are few articles in your Papers
which afford me more amusement than those
which relate to Higf, Life. ¢ ’Tis from Hagh
Llfe high Lh’lmt:tsrs are (lmwn ;7 and, from,
the present wode of giving 1'0uls, we have; 1
think, acquired a more mccurate estimate of
merit than formerly, when the character of a
Lady of Fashion depended on certain ae'cop}-
plishments or virtugs, ,about which no two
people in the world are agretd., .

¢ But now, Sir, when thé 'prize of univessal
admiration, and all the honours of the highest
ton, arc adjudged to the fortunate fair one who
gives the most crowded rout, we may truly be
said to estimate the merit of a Fine Lady upon
mathematical principles, and decide upon her
virtues from the rules of .mensyration. If is
not, the capacity of the owner, but of the hiouse,
which s the criteriof of fashion ; and friends
are ho*longer determined by quahty but by

quannt‘y .
<« Hence, if I were desirous to fdrm an

'opmlon of any lady just starte(i' intp High L.lfe,
I would not, as formerly, consult those who
s
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are nearest her person, or whe superintended
her education, nor thrust myself into her con-
fidential conversation ; but I would, in a plain
and workmanlike manner, take the height,
breadth and length of her rooms, and calculate
how many persons they are capable of recciving
on her nights. Perhaps, in a case of rivalry,
I might apply to some learned Member of the
Committee on the Carrying Bill,, to know toa
nicety whether the Siaves of Fashion might not
be content with as few. square inches as those
of dee —By thus acquiring the dimensions
of her suite of rooms, the exact place on the
scale of Fashion which every lady ought to
occapy is ascertained with the utmost precision.
“ This mode, you will perceive, is of infi-
nite service in adjusting the degree of respect
to be paid to the givers of routs. — A Lady of
30 feet by 20 must not expect the same atten-
tion as one of 50 by 35; and those who know
hovs to measure solid contents will readily be
able to dlstlngmsh the etiquetie due to perspus
of different forms, and know precisely what is
owing to a square and what to an oblang," and
wherein the bow in a semi-circle ought to differ
from the respect paid to right angles.
¢ Should any doubts yet remain to whom
the palm of fashionable celebrity is due, we
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may call in another aid mo less certain. If
Mgnsuration fails, we have the powers of Arith-
metic ; and the merit of a person of the Haut
Ton may be adjusted, like a Parliamentary
question, by numbers.—Let the House be
counted, and compared with its rival, and the
Majority will always determine what may be

left ‘doubtful when esttmated according to cublc :

calculation, , .
“ Should any thing stilb be wanting to adjust

points of rivalship — should the dimensions of

Mrs. A. and Mrs. B. be the same to an inch -:—-‘

and should nambers be nearly equul, the quan-
tity of dnconvenience crowded together may be
taken into the account; and this, I humbly
propose, might be ascertained with great cor-
rectness by having a Thermometer in the room
— the degrec of Fashion to be consequently
determined by that of heat. No Lady could
have any pletenswub to even City gentlllty who
did not raise her guests above terpperate, and
in 'ghe present wclement season summer %heat
would be no bad preof of Zom, dnd would
certainly prove that —¢all the world was
there !’ - .

"¢ Thus it is, Sir, that in’ matters of Fashion,
ds well as Politicks, we are getting, into a me;
chanical train ; that all our virtpes, accom-
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plishments, and whatever are the subjects of
admiration are neither more nor less than the
dimensions of our houses, and that, in some
cases the hammer of the Carpenter precedes
that of the Auctioncer.

“ I am, Sir, yours,

“ Oriver OLD-sTILE,”

THE PROJECTOR. Ne 66.

————

“ If Beauty fail,
Where are those ornaments, those nice attires
Which can reflect a lustre on that face,
Where she with light innate disdains to shine ?”
FErcuson.

—————
)

January 1807.
Or the many short notes and epistles which I
have the honour to receive from my corsespond-
ents, a Very considerable proportion consists
of hints which I am expected to improve and
expand, conceining,articles of DrEss. I ob-
serve too, that by far the greater part of this
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class of correSpondents chbose to treat only of
the female dress, by which I have been enabled,

pmhdps with tolerable certainty, to guess at
the scx of the writers. By a few, I am very
sharply rebuked for almost totally neglecting
tiis department of periodigal Jucubration, while

, others arc fr{endly énough to hope that I may
retrieve my character by a complete freatise;

or series of papers on the subject.

Without divulging wHat my original mten-
tions might be on thi. important affair, I, must.
say, that since my c'e)rlespoudel.)ce respecting ,
Bress began to inercase, I was willing to tly
how far my cmrespondcntb would go of them-"
selves, and whether it was likely that their
letters. when they amounted to a he.\p, might
not furnish me wnth a complete serics of argu-
ments pro and con, from which a body of laws
might be extracted applicable to every variety
of fashion. But I have waited to no.purposc;
for my correspondents, having* little coiftert
among themselVes, are accustomed, to send me”*
thessame hints, and the sainc advices, over and
over’ ag,'nn, from all widich I can only learn
that some thmgs want geformation, apd that
nobodv knows how to sct about it.

I will allow that if F ameto be guided, by
precedent only, no gpology can’ be‘ sufficieht
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for the apparent fiegleet with *which I have
treated the important subject of Dress. Which
of my predecessors would have reached his
sixty-éixth paper without having endeavoured
to shorten a train, to improve a trimming, to
curl a ringlet, or to twist a sleeve ? But it is
this excess of precedents which has frightened
‘mi¢ from the undertaking. Where so much
has been said, what remains for me? Where
no article has escaped without an ample dis-
.cussion, 1 had no encowragement to hope for
novclt) ; and no reason to expect that my
readers would "be pleased with repetitions.
" And, as tais sul:‘]ect has employed the pens of
my' predecessors for nearly a century, I cer-
tainly did think that in so long a time some
points might have been settled, and some ques-
tions of propriety for ever set at rest. But in
this I have been disappointed, and dress seems
to be oune of those concerns which derive no
beriefit from experience.

Perhaps, however, my predecessors may
have been to blame, in not entering so deeply
into this subject as it‘deserves, and in confining
themselves to the muffs, hoops, ribbons, or
caps of their own times, without considering
their relation to ‘the cause of all dress, and of
all varieties Of dress. They look upon dress
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only in its cormexion wyith *the body; whereas
it is well known that the counexion is much
more intimate with the mind. The body is a
mere passive agent appointed to exhibit the
symptoms and signals of whatis passing within.
I am not surprized, therefgre, that men should
Jhave failed in reforming matters of this kind,
who_have viewed dress w1th the eyes of a
liner rather than of a philosopher, and heve
shown that they are bettér qualified to trim a
gown, than to mend the wearer. . .

I do not profess, in this paper, to enter’ upen
the subject at full length. It’ would requux,
perhaps, the labour of a whole*llh, to reduce it '
to a system, with the comfortable conclusion
that much of that labour might be thrown
away. I shall only, therefore, in compliance
with the wishes of my correspondents, throw
out a few hints in my desultory way, which
may be heu.aftu\improved by those who have
time and leisure.

Every science “must be studied by recurring
to certain first principles, ur general and ac-
knowledfed truths, from which we may pro-
ceed to partlcular and practical appheytions,
It is, therefore, with some satlsfactwn, that
la.tely perceived an inclinationsto trace bdck-
ward what may be termed the* ﬁrst prm-
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ciples of dress. Indeed, we cahnot be sup-
posed to argue well upon any subject with-
out correct definitions, and without retracing
the subject as far as possible, and endeavour-
ing to profit by those who have gone before
us. Jn like manner,. we shall certainly under-
stand one another better upon the subjcct of
diess, if we are able to agree as to what dress
is,~ and what it was mtended for. *

Now, on these two questions, or at Jeast
son the second, a very considerable light was
lately attempted to be thrown. Dr. Johnson
gives no other definition of dress, than by these
three words, clothes, garment, habit ; which
are by no means satisfactory, because they tell
vs merely that dress is clothes, and clothes is
dress. But perhaps we shall acquire more cor-
rect notions on the sabject if we inquire what
dress was intended for ? And it is upon this
important question, as just now hinted, that
considerable light has lately been thrown. .

There used to be two opinions on this spb»
ject; the one, that dress was intended for or-
nament, the other, cfor warmth and decency.
The first opinion, I think, must be given up,
unless they who hold it will consent that it
should be biendod wrth the other. The second

Spinivn.is what we are most concerned in, and
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what must wow, I thinky appear to be one of
those anfiquated opinions which we derive from
our ancestors, but which are not consistent
with the hberality of mipd and freedom of
thinking that distinguish their posterity. If
we appeal to facts only (and to what can we ap-
pe'll thh more certdmtv ?) this. opinions will ,
apLear to have very httle foundatlon Jdf (h‘__ss
werc Intended for war mt]\, would so many*per-
sons have thrown it aljost entirely off on the
approach of a severe,winter? Would thcy have
been content to perish in the extremes of ﬁ ost
sand fashion, if wyqrmth had*bten any part of
the use of clothes? As to decency, ,thc opimios
of our ancestors may pcrh'aps have a better
foundation ; but even with respect to that, the
fashionable world are by no means agreed, and
the experiments of our milliners and mantua-
makers on the subject, have alarmed some very
well-meaning peopler of the old school.  They
have, I must contess, carried the stripping sys-
tem much farther than it ought to he cafried iw
this country, and mhst ere now have been the
destruction of their own,trade, if they hadenot
made‘a small feserve of dress which, they claim

the privilege of new-mmielling at pleaéure.

It has been a questiyn wi..'h spme reflecting
persons, to what all this tended ?, and ngmérpus
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invectives, in all shapes, essays, pamphlets,
and caricature-prints, have been employed ,to
ridicule the fashion. For my part, I chose to
contemiplate the whole as the result of an ex-
periment tried in conjunction with our Parisian
neighbou s, in order to solve the question on
the utility of dress, in the first instance, and
then to determine the smallest quantity of dress
necessary for a belle of the first fashion. That
economy entcred at all into consideration,
must, I think, have been a vulgar error. 1
have Leen assured that -some of those ladies
who put themselves on the shortest allowance
as to clothing, have perceived no deductions
fron. the accustomed charges of Bond-street,
and that they paid as much for cold and naked-
ness, as others did for warmth and clothing.
And a Parisian lady, it is said, pays as much
for a bust, as she would have done for the close
covering and ruff of Queen Elizabeth’s days.
The experiment, then, has been tried. Thrce
or four years have witnessed some of the boldest
attempts that ever were made to discuss the
usefulness, or necessity of dress. It istsuvely
high time to know what has been the result;
what pi;rticular advantages have been derived ;
whether courtships have been more ardent or
successful ; whether hearts have been more
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easily assailed; whether the list of killed and
wqunded ‘has been more numerous; whether
marriages have been more frequent, and more
remarkable for the constancy of the parties;
whether delicacy, upon the whole, has in-
creased, when left entirely without any support;
, whether the ‘character of the sex has gairetl or
losf;by imitating the dress of those who pre-
tend to no character: and whether the almost
unlimited exposure of e body has made-it
easier to captivate lovers, or to catch cold, to,

invite a courtship, or bring on a consumptigp ?

~ But whatever improprieties inay be observed
in respect either to the qﬁqntity o quality of”
dress, I am unwilling to throw all the blame
on the wearers. The origin of the evil does
not altogether lie with them. They may be,
indeed, blamed for their submission to the dic-
tates of a class of persons who take upon them
to dress or undréds the ladiss of Gregt Britain
as they please. Such persons ace tied .d'swn
"by. no laws, aird their precepts are to be im-*
plicitly obeyed, althdugh- they arc not them-
selvés 8f consequence encugh to propagate even
a sleeve by ex.ample. The mischief is, that

dress is a matter of trade, and not of taste ; and

"that shops are allowed to- dictgte what shall be
worn in drawing-roorys. :
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To remedy this, vt is said, owght to be the
business of a PrRoJECTOR ; but after ‘much se-
rious consideration bestowed upon the subject,
I can think of no better scheme than the calling
together of a sort of Female Convocation, or
Parliament, whose emp]oyment shall be to re-
gulxte dressein all its changes and varletles
This assembly I would have cotnposed, i in Jmi-
tation of our Panllament of a House of Ladles
and a House of Commons; and as all dis-
tmctlons between ladies and women have been
lor;a‘ ago abolished, no gap should he allowed

"to pass, nor a $ingle ribbon be cnacted, withoué
the joint censent, of both houses. As to the
House of Ladies,’ the namec sufficiently ex-
presses the quality of the persons to sit in it,
who are of course members for life. The Com-
mons should be under certain restrictions as to
qualifications, none being cligible who have
not . .. L per annum of pin-reoney, or separate
maiesenance ; and the Ladics of Members of
Parliament should represent the-counties, cities,
or borough‘s for which' their husbands are
chesen; but no milliner, mantua- maken, or
other dealer in fashions, to Be ellglble upon
"any account, although it may be in the power
of any member tp summon persons of that de- -
sorlption to the bar, to give information respect-
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ing the state of lace, bugles, or beads for the
current Yyear, or to furmish any patterns that
may be ordered by the Committees.

In such an assembly as this, it seems almost,
indeed quit’impossible, that any of the late
encrmities in dress could have been tolerated.
There may be some careless and indifferent to .
the‘_.iﬁterests of their constituents, as issthe )
case in all mjxed assemblies; but few, I tHink,
would propose any thing so contrary to feminme
delicacy and character, as what has lately
issued from behind the counter, or'been hittghed
in the back-parlour. The eloquent speakers
and distinguished members of this assembly’
would consider, that, whatever may be *the
primary use of clothing, the art of dress is
the art of pleasing, and that nothing can long
please, which creates a blush in the wearer,
and disgust in the heholder. And as it is un-
deniable that the’ party’to be pleased is of great
consequence in the community, it wouldvest
‘with the wisdom of this Parliament to deter-*
ming whether upon special occasions, such as
a motion for stripping, certain gentlemen might
not be’examined at the bar, with regard to
the probable effects of such a measure upon
‘their hearts. Had this precagtion been takén
a few years ago, there can be little doubt !:l;'cft

*VOL! II. ’ ‘D'D_
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many females who. have lost all attraction,
would have been cnabled to face their enemies
as they did in former days, and would not have
exchanged the artillery of the eyes, for the
more vulgar weapons of bare ®lbows and
shoulders. .
In. such an assembly aus this, too, I am
“hagpeful- that harmeny would seldom be dis-
turhed, as in another great Senate, by party-
werk, or party-principles. There might, in-
deed, be now and then sharp debates, and it
mighv often" be necessary for the Speaker to
determine how many were to harangue at on-
time ; but we can scarcely suppose that it
would be divided into a ministry and an oppo-
sition, for it is of the very essence of dress to
follow the majority. Men may act very per-
versely in questions of peace or war ; but there
would be little room for animosity in discussing
the height of a turban or thecolour of a shawl.
Mertr may be warm en extending the militia, or
tmcreasmg the army; but there would be more
liberality in puckering a handkerchlef or ga-
thering up a petticeat; in enacting w poke-
bonnet, or proposing an amendment in the
straw-hat bill. I have no doubt, indeed, that
all-the members would be so duly impressed
With & senseof the importance of their office,
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[ ]
as to discuss awith mqst becoming temper, the
dlmensmns of the square bust, the curvature
of ringlets, the necessity of indispensables, the
side over which the veil is to fall, and tkre man-
ner in which the dress should be broached on
the shoulder, with every ¢ other circumstance of
equal importance to captlvate and «conquer.*

' I‘r}.proposmgtthls scheme, I hope nay readers
will allow that I can have no other objets in
view than the interest ofsthe fair parties prin-
cipally concerned, who lie at present at the
mercy of a limited number of persths whet have
taken upon them to ‘modify' the powers of
English beauty. Of late I pércgive that monthly
edicts of dress are regularfy"pub]ished, which
I can consider in no other light than so many
usurpations on the good taste of my fair coun-
trywomen, and as tending to give um{’ormlty
and samcness, where taste and nature would
prescribe an inter ssting and captivating variety.

This would be scarcely tolerable even if a¥-the
-sex, had been made in one mould ; but ‘when'
we ponsuler that in ‘spite of every effort and
wishs to, the contrary, somg are tall and some
short, some bur]) and some thin, it is an ab-
surd aim to establish an umformlty whlc.h must
‘give to one class a prepostefous-appearauce,
and make others place a dependence on dress

" bbL 22 )
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who have littl.e ocaasion, for any adscititious
ornaments. And I hope that whether the
scheme I have proposed shall be adopted or
not, the time is not far distant when my female
readers will discard their Magazines of Fashion,
consult their looking-glasses, and recollect that
the enly ornaments which will always captivate
are not those which can be bought in the shops,
or rgpaired by the mqnth

L]
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et — . -

+¢ Castigatque, auditque dolos 2 Vire.
* Where laws are dup’d, ’tis not unjust nor mean,

To seize the proper time for honest spleen.”
: «~ ARMSTRONG.

. . February 1807.
‘ 1
‘HERE are few subjects which seem fo have
perple\(ed ‘writers more, than what estimate
they ought to form of the progress mankind
aré,making in wisdom and virtue. So opposite’

avé their opinions on this subject, that some
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refer all that is wist and good to certain past
happy days, of which they can know very little;
and others bid us look forward to some future
glorious ra, of which they can know n.othing.
Some maintain that we are amazingly dege-
nerated from our wiser and better ancestors,
while othcr% congratulate themselves on llvmg
in aa.age enlightened beyond any formel, and
fast approac]!mcr to p(,rfe(,‘hon

Whoever takes the trbdble to examine these
positions with dttentlon, and to weigh thc ar®
guments and proofs liy which_ they are "t6%be -
cbnfirmed, will probably find hlS mind alter-,
nately perplexed and mformed and” be uuable
absolutely to join cither party. All the con-
clusion he can draw with any degree of cer-
tainty will probably bhe, that there is more wis-
dom and virtue in the world than some will al-
low, and less use wade of them than others
think there ought.® It would appear, that every
age has contrxbuted somefhing o our stock of
materials, but that they are allowed to remain
unemployed, owing to a &lscovcry many per-
sons hade made of certain®stibstitutes for Wis-
dom and Virtue, which auswer their parpose
just as well.

The question of general impAovement or d;a
generacy, howevey, seems of late fo have been
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agitated by a set ‘of philosophérs, who have

taken upen them the pleasing task of dispers-
ing -unbounded riches throughout the realm,
and who fancy they know human nature more
intimately than their predecessors. They have
accordingly been endeavouring to establish a
theory upon' this subject extremely simple, and
to 'them" extremely practicable. The result of
their arduous labouts and deep consultations
appears to be contained in this single propo-
sitior ; namely, that ali mankind are fools,
except about a dozen or fourteen individuals,
whose business it is to profit by their folly,
and whose persuasion 1s, that mankind will
never get wiser.

The lucubrations of these philosophers are
regularly published twice or thrice within the
space of a year, not through the slow and ex-
pensive medium of hooksellers, who wait until
books are called for, and then demand a price
for them, but by every method of gratuitous
dispersion  Their ingenious remarks appear
in the shape of hand-bills, of posting-bills, of
letters, of songs and anecdotes, sometimés ele-
gantly printed, and ““adorned with scufptures;”
and are distributed not only in the repositories
where they ar written, but at the corners of
the streets, ‘at every turupike, on every bridge,
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and every Highways; and such is the impar-
tmhty of the authors, that these presentatlon-
copies* are expressly ordered to be given to all
classes, especially the lower, including * serving
men and maids.” And lest the persons ap-
pointed to disperse sugh valuable writings
should negllgently or wilfully ‘overlook’ any*
indiyidual whatsoever, gver y public etlifice
and dead wall is covered *with them, pnnted w
letters of such large dMmeusions, that the"in-
valid may read them from his bcd-chambar
window, and the near-snghted may not lament
having forgot his epgctacles in his other coat
pocket.

This last contrivance cannot be sufficiently
praised for its ingenuity. What can be more
happily contrived for the benefit of thoge who
are already half blind, or in a fair way to be-
come so by poring over the pocket-cditions of
the works of these benevolent writers, and im-
bibing their prmclples? Nay,* that th¢™heed-
less passengcrs may be attracted ip every way,
the very hackney coaches'are covered with large
paper boples of these lucubrations, and we Have
.seen a species of small carts decorated in like
manner.

Here, too, I must pzu.se,};o admire the me-
taphorical benev’iolen?e.of tfxese gentlemen, Who
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by. this striking imagery (far beyond the reach

of our best poets) give their readers an idea,
either of gratlfymg their ambition by a* coach

or of gaining their end in a cart. With an
equally happy attention to the wisdom that
speaks in hints, and jn parables and allegories,
.they' regularly publish very large editions of
‘their works on the,walls of Bedlam and St.
Tuke’s : an illustratfon of cause' and effect,
wliich none of our fabtlists ever-hit upon, from
Hsop to Dodsley Indeed, I should have con-
sidered the two bluldlngs just mentioned as ad-
mlrdbly adapted for a course of lectures on the-
pr1nc1ples of those ph]losophers had not our
best'judges determined that the Old Bailey 1s
a more central situation.

From an attentive perusal of the works of
these gentlemen for the last six weeks, I have
been led to deduce that the position above
stated is the foundation of all they have to ad-
vanc€, and the greal encouragement to them
4s authors ; ; namely, that all mankind are
fools, except the writérs of these very edlfymg
and attractive addresses, remonstrance$, 'and
supplications. But, perhaps, it may be doubted,,
whether they are to be accounted very conclu-
sivé seasoners. 'Khereis one general error that
ruhs through the whole 'of': their premises ; and



Ne 67. THE PROJECTOR. v 409

where that is the case, it” is surely not very

phﬂosophlcal to draw peremptory conclusions,

and not¢ very wise to confide in them. I ob-

serve, in particular, that veracity, which has

by some been thought a very useful ingredient

in every kmd of reasomng, has been entlre]y
.overlopked by these writers. In its room, n-

. deed,=they have substituted an article’ VV.hl(,h

the courtesy of our times cdlls modest assurafices
but which is sometimes déhominated by a sinotlc

word far more mtelhglblc and e:;presswe ; a*
word that I doubt not‘they would make usesof ,
themselves, if they eould for a moment change
places with their readers. | . * ’

For these reasons I must take the libert).r to
differ with them, as to the grand division they
have attempted, and the general opinion they
entertain of mankind. Ingenious as they are,
I cannot be induced to think that they have
sorted us 1n exdtt })roportlons, when they take
all the wisdom to themselves, and giwe€ ajl the
foly to the rest of thc inhabitangs of Great
Bnmm and Treland. ~The proportion of fools
to rogtfas, is a_question ‘which has, perplexed
writers of enlarged observation and experience .
Jin all ages. It would be tgo great a stretch of
complaisance to allow that sthese gentlemen
have resolved it, merely because’ they wish to
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keep all wisdom to thenmselves, or because they
tell us that they have taken out a licence.for
the purpose, and are obliged to make all their
calculdtions upon the presumption that man-
kind are every year becoming more foolish. It
is a question which is not to be resolved by
types of a foot in length, by processions of
coaches and carts, nor by getting rid of veracity.
.and argument ; and-it is certain chat men can-
not be made fools, ‘nerely by supposing them
1to be so already.

.The proportion of rogues to fools is a ques-
tion of great importance, particularly to the
former. They never can begin business with
auy hope of success, unless they are able to
make some calculation, or plausible conjecture
on the subject. Indeed, it is perhaps to them
only that the resolving of the question is in-
teresting, for fools, in general, meet with
rogues enough to do their’basiness, and are
theréfove at no extraordinary pains to count the
number. It is not, however, my intention,
nor within my power, to offer much upon the
subject which willdead to a decision ; yeta few
desultory remarks may not be inconsistent with

- the design of the present lucubration.
To many it well appear very surprizing, that
this question has not heen long ago settled.
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The persons” most interested in the decision
have malle some attempts, and persisted in
them long' ; and,-perhaps, it is the only ques-
tion of equal interest from - which no satisfac-
tory result has followed. The experiments to
determine 1t wlndl havq been tried upon the
, largest scale, we owe to two classes of bene-
factoss, those who dispense health, aind those
who dispense riches. Fo} above a century*the-
former had all*the troaBle to themselves, But
of late years the distributors of yealth. have'
run the race with them, and wijth such v1gour,
that if the questiorr ig not soon brought to a,
decision, we are afraid it ngyer will.”

One reason, perhaps, why the prenment
is yet only in a progressive state, may be the
obstinacy of a considerable part of mankind,
who persist in the antient and dilatory modes
of regaining health and acquiring riches ; such
as temperance, “aking regular advice,? and cul-
tivating habits of honest and contented £ dustry
"Wohile this contmues to be the casey while we
dlstrust the mfalllblllty of a little pill, or the
certdl ng' of a grgat prize, ‘the gentlemen above-
mentioned will always take the number of fools
at too high a rate, and at the same time afford
us reason to think, that wertaké the nurﬂ})er
of: rogues at too'low., .By ‘thls nelt.her party



412 THE-PROJECTOR.  Ne67.

will be much benefited. * How the evil is to be
remedied I know not. As a ProsrcToRr, how-
ever, I am bound to propose a sorething, and
I can propose nothing more likely to succeed
than an Act of Parliament, commanding an
unfeigned assent and consent to all and every
proposntlon ‘submitted to the publick, for the.
cure of disease or poverty. Who, indced, -can
~vead a quack bill, ‘or a lottery®bill, and not
think it intolerable to hear of the agonies of
‘disease,” or the squalor of poverty? Who can
temperately listen to the complaints of men in
pain, or in debt, of meu unable to move *a
limb, or to pay = bill, and at the same time
1ead the infallible remedies and bencvolent
offers which decorate, not to speak of other
places, the walls of the Royal Exchange ?
There must be something more in this incon-
sistency ¢ than good men think for,” since it
is impossible that aches and rlieums, that star-
_vation “nd rags,’can be more eligible than
health and riches, plenty and independence,
things notoriously offered every day, and for
such small sums , that the benevolent diepensers
- of thes= Blessings net only adapt themselves to
the lowest understanding, but to the lowest

podket
. In considering the cemparative numbers of
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rogues and feols, some are inclined to think
that the latter are upon the increase ; they seem
to (;msigler the parties as agreeing to int:r-
marry and propagate the breed. Althotigh 1
am not entirely of this opinion, yet I allow
that many attempts have bc.:en made in the way
of marriage, 4nd perhaps these marriages hive
been’ ﬁro]iﬁc. I+ is no less certain, sthat the
’parties are so maturally commected, that the e,
cannot exist withgut the ather; and itis equally
certain, and absolutely, requisite, that' the num- o
ber of fools should always greatly exceed*bat
of rogues. And whatever the exact proportions
may be (for no pike will ever tell us how many ‘
of the small fry he has sv;:;ilowed), it seeths
not improbable that there is at present a suf-
ficient supply of fools; for, however relugtant
and hesitating, it cannot be doubted that the
numerous addresses made to them in the ways
above mentionedy, arc 11l a considerable degree
successful. o

« But whether their number be acl.:uall); in- °
creasing; is yet a doubtful point. I am rather
inclinad §0 think, that folly has not of lafe re-
ceived afiy remarkable additions ; and.my rea-
son for this opinion is, what would perhaps at
first sight lead to an opposite ;;'(flc'lusion. dn
proportion, however, to the pains taken .{q'
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practise deception, it seems not ‘unnatural to
conclude that deception is losing ground. "When
it becomes necessary to insult common, sense in
new and unheard-of ways, we may be certain
that the old and accustomed methods have lost
their effect. In opposition, therefore, to the
ingenious writers ‘and gratuitous pubhshers
whose* works I have humbly endeavoured to
commemorate in tLls paper, I eould suggest
to them, that it is possible they may be mie-
- taken in their calculations. But far be it from
~ me, “to de;troy the whole of their doctrine. 1

would only hint that all the world, themselves
‘ excepted, may not be fools ; ; and that among
the classes over whom they think they have
most influence, there may be some not en-
tirely destitute of common sense; a few who
have been wise encugh to profit by‘féxperience;
nd many more who can feel an insult to their
1 uderstandings with as much keenness as the
wise’ men whlo offer it. They ought also te
recoilect,. that even in folly there are degrees,
and that the fools updn whom they calculate,
dre perhdps no foals in the article at which
they prmap'tlly alm A smgle actéof folly,
such as they, prompt may not lead to idiotism;
and because » man has once been deceived, it
* does not follow that he should cherish the de-
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ceit or the deceiver. Still let them not be dis;
courag®d By these suggestions. Kgroneous as
their calculations are, they may be confident
»that new modes of address will produce new
converts. They may at all times rely upon
folly and idleness, and not unfrequently upon
proﬂigz_icy and despair.

~THE END OF THE SECOND VOLU]\.TE.
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